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A STUDY ON THE USE OF STATE 
GOVERNMENT PRESS RELEASES 
'IN KENTUCKY NEWSPAPERS 
The issue of media reliance on public relations 
,. 
practitioners has been a source of controversy in the 
journalism community for at least several decades. 
Cutlip (1962) showed that about one-third of newspaper 
content was generated by public relations practitioners; 
he later increased his figure to over 40 percent, 
concluding that public relations practitioners, in 
actuality, subsidize the nation's news media. Studies 
by Kaid (1976) and Sachsman (1976) further supported 
Cutlip's assertion. Kaid, in particular, found that 60 
percent of a political candidate's press releases were 
printed verbatim from the original releases. 
Martin and Singletary (1981) came to a different 
conclusion in a statewide study of Pennsylvania news-
papers. They found that only 19.5 percent of the stories 
generated by the state auditor general's office were 
reported verbatim from the releases. Martin and Single~' 
tary concluded that reporters who wrote the release-
1 
2 
generated stories in the Pennsylvania study did not 
abandon· their "watchdog" role as originally hypothesized 
in the study, but were alert to the information found in 
the releases. 
This study examined 42 Kentucky newspapers (seven 
dailies and 35 non-dailies) for their use of 98 Kentucky 
Department of Education releases.from September 1 through 
December 31, 1984. The newspapers were all initially 
selected randomly by compute.r, with the final seven dailies 
being chosen according to circulation and region. 
Of the 171 stories that were generated by the 
releases (44 in the dailies,·iz7 in the non-dailies), 
it was found that 100 of them, or 58.48 percent, were 
reported verbatim from the original releases. The non-
daily stories accounted for 98. of these verbatim releases, 
or 77.17 p€rcentTof-the~non:dailies' total release~ 
" . 
generated stories. Among the dailies, only two of the 
44 release~generated stories, or 4.55 percent of them, 
-~ were verbatim. 
It was also found that 77.19 percent of the 
stories were totally paraphrased from»the orginal 
releases.-- that is, the stories used information soley 
from c·the releases, with no outside information whatso-
ever. The non-daily stories 115 such stories -- 90.55 
percent of their total -- while the dailies had 17 
3 
totally paraphrased stories, which was 38.64 percent of 
their total. 
The study also showed that circulation· and 
geography played no role in how the releases were used, 
and that the majority had no high prominence in the 
newspapers they appeared in. 
This study suggests that state press releases, 
in a majority of cases, are heavily relied on for infor-
mation provided by Kentucky newspapers, and that the 
information provided by such releases is.not generally 
checked before being printed, as Martin and Singletary 
had concluded. The statistics in this study could have 
resulted not necessarily from an abandoning of the 
"watchdog" role, but rather from deadline pressure 
(particularly among the dailies) and limited manpower 
(particularly among the non-dailies). Nonetheless, the 
reliance on the press releases in this study generally 
supported the previous studies by Cutlip, Kaid and 
Sachsman. 
The study ais6 showed the effectiveness of the 
Department of Education in generating stories from their 
releases, having generated 171 stories in abo~t one-
quarter of.the state's.newspapers. A comparative study 
-
using releases from other state departments, or an 
expansion of this study using all state newspapers, 
4 
could provide a more in-depth analysis of newspaper 
reliance on state government 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
The role of public relations in the news reporting 
proc~ss. has been a subject of controversy for several 
decades within the journalism community. This controversy 
has, in turn, sparked a number of studies on the reliance 
of the news media on information supplied by public 
relations practitioners. 
In one of the earliest studies conducted, Scott 
Cutlip suggested that about one-third of the news media 
has been supplied by public relations practitioners. 1 
Since then, Cutlip has revised his estimate to over 40 
percent, and concluded that public relations practitioners, 
in effect, " ... subsidize the nation's news media 
. 2 
machine." 
Subsequent studies, for the most part, seem to 
have supported Cutlip's assertion. 
Two of these studies pointed to an extensive 
use of public relations for information. The study by 
Lynda Lee Kaid,. for example, which measured the use of 
1scott Cutlip, "Third of Newspapers' Content PR-
Inspired," Editor and Publisher, May 26, 1962, p. 68. 
2scott M. Cutlip, Allen H. Center, and Glen M. 
Broom, Effective Public Relations (Englewood Cliff, N.J.: 
Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1985)~ p. 429. 
1 
2· 
an Illinois congressional candidate's press releases 
by newspaper, showed that 69 percent of the news releases 
for the candidate were used at least once. 3 Moreover, 
30 of the SO stories generated by the 18 releases were 
printed verbatim from the original releases, with the 
only alteration being several paragraph omissions. 4 
This same pattern seemed to be demonstrated in a study 
by David Sachsman, who determined that public relations 
press releases on environmental issues in the San Fransisco 
Bay area: 
. . . influenced at least 2S percent and perhaps 
as much as SO percent of Bay Area. environmental 
coverage. It is reasonable to estimate that about 
40 percent of the environmental content of the 
Bay Area media came from public relations prac-· · 
titioners, and that about 20 percent consisted of 
rewritten press releases.S 
Sachsman further noted that much of the public relations 
effort was conducted by government agencies. 6 
The Kaid study's method of measuring the use 
of public relations releases was closer to the method· 
used in this study and the Martin/Singletary study 
,. - ..._. ·-. . 
3Lynda Lee Kaid, "Newspaper Treatment of a Candi-
date's Press Releases," ·Journalism Quarterly S3 (Spring 
1976): 136. 
4Ibid., p. 137. 
Snavid B. Sachsman, "Public Relations Influence 
on Coverage of Environment in San Frans is co Area,'' 
Journalism Quarterly S3 (Spring 1976): S9. 
6Ibid. 
3 
(to be discussed below) than the Sachsman study. Kaid 
collected the 26 releases from the campaign she covered 
and measured their use in 25 sample newspapers,.including 
dailies and non-dailies. 7 Sachsman, on the other hand, 
conducted a survey study by sampling 11 reporters and 
editors by asking them to keep a record of press releases, 
their sources and their use in the first part of his 
study; the second and third part of the project consisted 
of content analysis of Bay Area media and backtrack-' 
interviewing to determine information sources and · 
~atekeeping1processes. 8 
Nonetheless, both studies indicated a heavy 
reliance on press releases by the media. 
Martin and Singletary 
The 'study on newspaper use of state government 
press releases by William P. Martin and Michael W. 
Singletary at Shippensburg State University in Pennsyl·-. · -
~ania,~however, offered a different conclusion on the 
subject. 
Citing the Cutlip, Kaid and Sachsman studies, the 
authors hypothesized that reporters, through increasing 
reliance on public relations practitioners, have 
7Kaid, p. 136. 
8sachsman, pp. 55-56. 
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abandoned their "watchdog" role as defined by the Canons 
of Journalism, section IV. 9 The authors studied 199 
releases from the state Department of the Auditor General, 
and.determined to investigate whether the same.reliance 
on press releases found in the previously cited studies 
also occurred among 105 daily and 177 non-daily newspapers 
10 in Pennsylvania. In measuring the number of stories' 
printed word for word from the original releases (defined 
as "verbatim rate"), the authors found that only 19.5 
percent of the stories were printed verbatim from the 
11 releases. They also concluded that the majority of th~ 
releases (62.8 percent) were rewritten completely before 
bl . . 12 pu ication. 
Martin and Singletary also concluded that although 
the verbatim rates for non.-dailies was higher than 
dailies (57.9 percent to 12.6 percent)," .. it wa·s 
noted that the noncdailies were far fess likely than 
13 dailies to use the releases at all." The study also 
9william P. Martin and Michael W. Singletary; 
"Newspaper Treatment of State Government Releases," 
Journalism Quarterly 58 (Spring 1981): 93. 
lOibid., pp. 93-94. 




found that circulation and geographic distribution had 
14 
no affect on release publication. 
In concluding their report, Martin and Singletary 
commented: 
It would appear that a majorty of newspapers in this 
study did not accept news releases in this study at 
at~-face value. The newspapers usually did not use 
news releases verbatim. As suggested by the Canons 
of Journalism, they were generally alert to the 
information in the releases.IS 
The authors also noted that although 63.3 percent of all 
the auditor general press releases were_ mailed to non-
dailies, they generated only 15.5 percent of the total 
stories in the study. "On a practical level," the authors 
concluded, "the publicist may find that mailing news 
releases to non-dailies is not a cost-effective means 
of generating newspaper articles. 1116 
Purpose 
The purpose of this-study was to determine how 
Kentucky newspapers used state press releases issued by 
'the Kentucky Department of Education. This would gauge 
how much Kentucky newspapers relied on press releases for 
their information. Any state governmental agency could 
have been chosen,, but the Department of Education was 




chosen for several reasons: 
1) The department, because of its designation in the 
Kentucky State Constitution, sends out its own 
releases, whereas other agencies sent their . ·. -· 
releases out via the State Government News press 
office. This state office sent packages to state 
newspapers containing releases with information 
on various state agencies. Thus, using Department 
of Education releases avoided a possible variable 
in using releases mixed with other departments. 
2) The issue of education was a statewide concern, 
and moreover, one that was the focus of much 
media attention in the administration of 
Governer MarthaLayne Collins and Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Alice McDonald. The state-
wide focus of education also lessened instances 
of using press releases focused on only one area 
of Kentucky. Using Department of Highway releases, 
for example, could have resulted in releases 
concentrating on highway construction in only 
one area of the state -- making that information 
relevant only to the area in question. 
The questions that were addressed in this study included: 
1) How.many stories are generated by.each press 
release? 
2) How. many of these releases are reported verbatim·; 
or are partially, intermediately, mostly or 
completely rewritten? 
3) In releases that are not verbatim, how much of the 
information in the news story.originates.from the 
press release that generates it? 
4) What are the differences in the handling of news 
releases between dailies and non-dailies? 
5) Are the publication of release-generated stories 
related to geographic location or circulation 
size of a newspaper? 
6) What is the prominence;of these press release-
generated stories in the sampled newspapers 
(i.e. -- front page, back page, middle pagei)? 
The study was a parallel of the Pennsylvania study cited 
7 
above (Martin and Singletary, 1981), with the methodology 
of both being approximately the same. 
Method 
All press releases from the state Department of 
Education from September through December 1984 were 
collected and compiled. 17 There were a total of 98 
releases generated by the department between September 
and December, 1984; 38 were released in September, 
28 in October, 18 in November and 14 in December. Only 
press releases were used in this study. Those designated 
as "media advisories," which generally announce upcoming 
events or meetings, were excluded from the study. Each 
release was typed on 8~ by 11 inch paper, which a Depart-
ment of Education flag at the top. No headlines accom~ 
panied the releases (see Appendix A for examples). There 
were three releases mailed on Kentucky Educational 
Foundation stationery, and one printed on Prichard 
Committee for Academic Excellence stationery. (see. 
releases 9-26, 10-5, 10-6 and 10-33, Appendix A). 
However, these last four mentioned releases releases 
were sent out from the Department of Education press 
office, and were thus included in this study. The : __ , ___ ., 
17Barbara McDaniel, Special Assistant for Public 
Affairs in the department, provided assistance in 




criteria used in selecting the releases in this study ---
will be further discussed in Chapter II. 
Martin and Singletary made certain categories for 
the auditor general press releases that were not used 
with the Department of Education releases in this 
study. One classification in the Martin/Singletary 
study was .the releases' subjects, such as health or. 
weifare audits, transportation audits or education 
audits. 18 Subject clarification was not use~ in this 
study because it appeared to have no significant value 
in measuring how Kentucky newspapers used Department of 
Education releases. Martin and Singletary also used a 
"positive" and "negative" classification in identifying 
:the news releases in the Pennsylvania study: 
The positive category contained newspaper articles 
that primarily praised the handling of state 
funds: The negative category contained newspaper--
articles that primarily criticized the handling 
of state funds. The positive-negative category 
contained newspaper articles that gave approximately 
equal emphasis to praise and -riticism of the 
handling of state funds.19 
· This classification was not used in the Kentucky study 
because of the risk of introducing subjective logic 
in trying to define just what constitutes a "positive" 
or "negative" release. 
l8Martin, "Newspaper Treatment," p. 94. 
19 Ibid. 
9 
The 98 releases in the Kentucky study were 
compared with resulting news stories from a sample of 
42 newspapers in Kentucky from September L·through 
December 31, 1984 -- seven dailies and 35 non-dailies, 
representing the one to five ratio of ·all such newspapers 
in the state (26 dailies to 133 non-dailies). The two 
daily newspapers in Kentucky with statewide circulation, 
the Lex"i'Iigton· He·rald-Le·a·der and the Louisville Courier-
Journal, were automatically included in the study, con-
centrating on their statewide editions. One daily was 
then chosen from each of the. 15 marketing."· areas as .. ·· _ 
determined by the Kentucky Press Association. 2° For the 
purposes of this study, the KPA's Bluegrass Area was 
divided into two sections because of its size (see Fig. 
1, p. 10). Thus, a total of 13 daily newspapers were 
randomly chosen by computer (three newspapers did not 
have daily newspapers). This list was further pared down 
to five newspapers chosen arbitrarily according to 
region: two from Western Kentucky, two from Eastern 
kentucky and one from Northern Kentucky. The dailies 
chosen for the study al,so provided a good variety of 
circulation, although the small number of dailies 
20 . . . 
··.Kentucky Press Association, 1984 Newspaper 
Yearbo·ok and Directory (Frankfort, Ky: Kentucky Press 




Figure 1. Kentucky Press Association 
Marketing Areas 
Lexing1on/Bluegrass Area 
Covington/Northern Kentucky Area 
Louisville/Kentucklana Area 
Elizabethtown/Lincoln Trail Area 




Barren River Area 
Somenel/lake Cumberland Area 
Corbin/Cumberland Valley Area 
.source: KPA 198.4 .Yearl:ook .and. Qtrectory 
Because of its size, the Bluegrass ·Area was divided.ir\t6. 
the Western and Eastern Bluegrass Areas for use in this 
study. 
11 
in the study prevented drawing conclusions on how 
circulation affected the dailies' use of the releases. 
Even with the limited number, there seemed to be no 
correlation between daily newspaper circulation and the 
use of press releases in this study. 
All 35 non-daily newspapers in this study were 
randomly chosen by computer from the 16 established 
areas mentioned above. In those areas were there were 
no daily newspapers, three non-dailies were selected 
instead of two. Nearly all of the non-dailies were 
weeklies; there were also two that-were published three 
times a week: Kentucky Standard, Bardstown; Appalachian 
News-Express, Pikeville; and one published every two 
weeks: Robertson County Review, My. Olivet. 
Unlike the Martin/Singletary study, wire services 
were not sampled for their use of press releases, 
although it is noted in the accompanying charts in 
Chapter III whether a release-generated story appeared 
under a wire or staff byline (if it is indicated). This 
was done to avoid duplications in the results. This study 
concerns itself only with what appeared in the 42 




Chapter I I will discuss .the criteria used in/ 
choosing the news releases, stories and newspapers in 
this·study. There will also be a review of key formulas 
and definitions. Chapter III will re.view individual 
charts showing how each newspaper used the Department of 
Education releases. Chapter IV will discuss the results 
and the conclusions of the study. 
II. CRITERIA, FORMULAS AND DEFINITIONS 
Criteria 
News Releases 
It has already been established in the introduction 
that the news releases would originate only from the 
Department of Education press office. Furthermore, they 
would only be released between September 1 and December 
31, 1984. 
As shown on the accompanying chart (Fig. 2, p. 14), 
the third criterion for a news release in this study was 
that it be strictly a news release. "Media advisories" 
(clearly designated at the top of the news copy) did 
not qualify as such. Media advisories are generally not 
meant for publication but, as their title implies, they 
merely "advise" the news media about a particular 
upcoming meeting or event in order to receive coverage 
for it. The news releases, for the most part, dealt with 
events or meetings that already occurred or were in 
progress, although about 39 percent of the designated 
news releases concerned such future events. 
Thus, these established criteria prevented the 
' 
results of the study from being diluted by either 
advisories or outside releases -- that is, releases 
13 
14 
Figure 2. Criteria for News Releases 
Criteria 
1) Releases 
dated Sept. 1 
to Dec. 31, 
1984. 
2) Release distri--
buted only by 
DOE press 
office. 
3) Release must 
be designated 
only as "news 
release." 
• • • Which Excludes 
1) August DOE releases 
appearing in Septem-
ber newspapers. 
- 2) a) _ "Letters" _ from 
desk of super-
intendent. 
b) Prichard Carmnittee 
letters (but see 
p. 7) • 
c) Education releases 
by Gov. Collins' 
office. 
3) All DOE "media 
advisories." 
Justification 














(see p. 13). 
15 
circulated by another department or committee other than 
the Department of Education press office. This eliminated 
"letters" by Gov. Collins, Sup~rintendent McDonald and 
Prichard Committee Chairman Edward Prichard f rom being 
recorded in this study -- letters which were for the most 
part sent to the newspapers by the Prichard Committee 
for Academic Excellence in promoting the statewide 
November town meetings on education . A second criterion 
barring the "letters" from the study is dis cussed below 
on page 17 (Fig. 3). 
As was noted above, only releases circulated 
September 1 through December 31, 1984, were used in this 
study . This eliminated August releases that were 
printed in September newspapers. There is a chance that 
some of the August releases were dated for September. 
However, those releases (if there were any) were still 
approved during August, making them invalid in the 
limited time frame of this study. Furthermo re, the first 
three day s of September fell on Labor Day weekend, 
making it highly unlikely that any August releases were 
dated for September. The October releases that were 
dated for November only covered the first two days of 
that month (see releases 10-2 7 through 10- 31, Appendix 
A). No releases for the last week of September, November 
or December were dated for the following month. 
16 
Story Criteria 
Criteria for stories were also necessary in this 
study to make certain the story did indeed originate 
from a qualified release. 
As shown on the criteria chart for stories (Fig.~ 
3, p. 17), only news stories were used in this study. 
This excluded editorials, columns and letters to the 
editor. However, this did not automatically.- exclude 
any stories appearing on the opinion pages. For example, 
several~verbktim stories were printed on the editorial 
page of the September 18 Lincoln County Post of Stanford 
(Western Bluegrass Area). This criterion was justified 
by the study's concern with how newspapers deal with the 
press release as a source:· of news. Edi to rials, columns 
and letters regarding~ an··issue reported by a release 
may have relied on the release for information, or 
coul~ have used the initial news story, thus making the 
opinion story second-generation -- another reason for 
excluding it from the study. The story must be, without 
doubt, generated initially by the release to be eligible 
for inclusion in this study. Nonetheless, it should be 
noted that no editorials, columns or letters to the 
editor concerned any issue or event covered by the 
releases. 
Another criterion that insured a story originated 
17 
Figure 3. Criteria for Stories 
Criteria 






3) Stories must 
be based only 
on release, not 
just education 
issue in general. 
4) Stories must be' 
based on releases 
dated sept.:l·-
Dec. 31, 1984. 
• • • Which excludes 
1) Editorials, letters 
to the editor, columns, 
(however, several re,-
leases did appear on 
editorial board). 
2) Stories appearing 
,same day as releases 
supposedly generating 
them.· 
3) Education releases 
not originating fran 
releases. 
4) Stories based on August 
releases appearing in 
September newsPf!.pers. 
Justification 

















2) Story appearing 
in newspaper 

















4) Time frame 
limitation. 
18 
from a release was examining the story's date and match~ 
ing it with the date of the release that supposedly 
generated it. Although it might appear that a story 
was generated by a particular release, a story with 
the same date as the release indicates that the newspaper 
or wire service had a reporter at the event in question. 
Thus, it is highly unlikely that the reporter received his 
or her information from a release when the.story al!peared 
in the newspaper the same day the release was circulated. 
These stories were therefore excluded from the study. 
Another group of stories were excluded from the 
study-because they were not based on any releases 
whatsoever, even though the stories might have dealt 
with an education issue. These included stories about 
the Department of Education's institution of a six-hour 
school day, as well as the statewide town meetings on 
education mentioned earlier. There were several: releases 
concenring these two issues; however, the releases ~ 
reported them in the context of a regular state board 
of education meeting (as in the board's ruling on 
excluding extracurricular activities from the six-hour 
school day -- see releases 9-37 and 11-28 in Appendix A) 
or ancannouncment~of an event that is part of the main 
issue (as in the organizational session for the town 
meetings on .edutation -- see releases 10-5 and 10-6 in 
19 
Appendix A). As was stated before, the news stories must 
have been directly generated by a.release only. Second-
generation stories, an example of which is· found 'on page 20 
(Fig. 4), are invalid under this criterion, even if the 
story dealt with an event announced by a release. The 
story must deal with the announcement alone -- not the 
actual event, if it is not covered by the release. 
As was discussed above, the time frame of the -
study excluded releases circulated in August from the 
study, even if it appeared in a September newspaper. 
·Newspaper Criteria 
In choosing the 42 newspapers for this study, 
it was necessary to allow every qualified newspaper 
in Kentucky to be chosen, since the total amount in the 
study was about one-quarter of the total statewide sample. 
However, two types of periodicals did not qualify as 
newspapers -- these were trade journals and advertisers. 
These two groups, unlike the newspapers in the study, 
are not meant primarily for reporting general interest 
news, but are mainly concerned with reporting business. 
The periodicals excluded under this criterion included 
Cow Trader, Columbia; Shopping News, Morehead; and the 
Mt. Sterling Advocate Advertiser. 
With the exception of the two statewide newspapers, 
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Figure 4. Second-<;eneration Story 
KentuCky Educational foundation, Inc. 
r.o. Bo• 1403 
rrantlfon. Kentucky 4Q602 l~:.Zl.56~770 
STATEWIDE AllD PRCSS Rtll 
Source: Ruby Se1ton 
Contact: Jeanne Daw1~1re 
rRANKfORT, ~. (lfow. 1. 19&1) ... Flags of Ucellence will 
soon be n1tng over.41 KentuckJ schools selected for that honor 
bJ the KentuckJ EdllCllttona1 Found1t1on. 
· Prtnclpals of the wtnnlng schools. 11Mch •"'chosen on 
the bHh of 1chleYr1111:nt test SCOn!I, high attend1nce and low. 
dropout rates, wen! iiotlfted of the. ... rds thh week, 
The pr1nctplls, their superfntendenu and a student 
repreuntath'll fnll'I ll!lch of thll! 11tnpin9 schools ha.-e bttn lnwfted 
ta a fcnial pn!nntatfcn 1t ID a.a. S1tunU1, How. ID, In the 
Capitol rotund1. 
Dthll!r p1rttcfpants 11111 Include Gov. M.lrtha Layne Collins, 
SUPerlntenllent of Public lnstructfon Alice HcllDn1ld ind board 
Rlltler:s of th• ICll!ntucky Educational Foundation. 1 prfvate, non-proftt 
corpcr1tlon foned to su;>port 1nd enrich the suu•s educ1t1on11 1yste111. 
Binds of tha 11tlnntng htc;h schooh have been Invited ta 
pl11 di.Iring tf'le ce1T111ny. They Include Kale Tr11dlt101U1.I Hfc;h School 
1n Jeffencn Co1111ty, H1ghhnds Hfc;h School In ttie Fort ThDlllll.s Indll!pendtnt 
School Dhtr1ct 0 "'rray Htc;ti School fn Ul• Murray lndepen~nt. Schoel 
Dhtr1ct Ind ~del l1boratory High School at Ea'tem Kentucky Unhen1ty 
In Rl~nd. 
Foundation Ch1tnnan G. Ted Slllltf'I, sll!nlcr wtce pn!Sldent 
of Tens GAs Resourcu Corp. In !Mll!nsbcro, Hid thlt neat yur the 
nae; program 11tOuld Include Ule aw1rd1ng of nags of Progress "to 
sc.l'lools strhtnc; to n!lch new levll!ls cf outstanding perfoniance. • 
He Hid the foundation was sponsorfnc; the nags of 
Eace11ence proc;!"lll In cooperation with the Kentucty Depe~nt of 
[duc1tlcn •to n:coc;nhe schools that hive 1chtend ceruln le.-els 
of qualtty. • 
"'" 
Hl1tdandl HirtJ,•Bchool •n4 
.lotuuon. wo,er 1nd WoodlllL 
all eS.mentarJ' 1cnool1, ••re 
lt'90 blue aat1 ~llow "'n&cl of 
E:lr'oallence'" Bawraa' t.o Uf u 
IJDlbOll of Ulelr Kademlc qu.al• 
"'· 
Tb9o .cboola -n c:,bOlllll OQ 
lb• t.111 of !l"bkftment lll!I' · 
ICllf9a. &1Ulld.1Jl.C9 and cropou1. ..... 
"1 Ullll.t Ul• annll 11ZCt'Si ln 
our schooll II bll!cau111 of tbe 
cnerwbe1m1n1 1uppor1 of ni.e 
tmllmUDltf aDQ tbll OUUtand• 
Inc peuonn111;· F\. Tbomu 
5apenn1.eoo.e.111 Fred Wllllaml ..... 
.&.11..11 ezunple of commun:t, 
l\ippon. Or. WW!am1 111.14 Ulttl 
1n em t.o '°' parenl n1uni.een 
Ln U111 8Cl'IOOI IJSt.m Lil.al"""' 
l.DD011.U01n\&. 
Tbe "Plera at Exc9U.DC8"" 
prnlllnt&ISDD& wer1 mad• by 
nu. 6UPt.fU!.tlD4H!.\ 0:C Public 
~""110!1.&l..ICIM"~and 
· Nest 7ear tb1 ""Fl•I• a: 
bCl~.llce"' pnlCIED. •blcb I. 
trnended to tltr!i.1"'11. qualltf 1::. 
public 1ecoots. WUI b9 1.l;lllQ4.rc 
io tnc.tum ·nac1 of f'ropa.11 
bonarmc lmpt'Cl'rull acbooU. a 
lt&Ui spa~ l&ld. ••• 
Otber 1cbooll bonond lD• 
ehlda: bllb M:l'looll, Male Trilli• 
UDmJ.. Lou1nlllr, Murnr. Rich· 
mond MoC11l: Arlcl10l&l'I: and 
lllfll!nD'n C:0U0tJ Tl"&dlUOnal. 
l:l•mmtarJ" ac:tlooll, Aochor~ 
···=Haser. Albl•Dd; W.R 
We.N1UL 8oT1lDt Or.a; Gum• 
el", BoJ'd Cowl.tr. BoJt• CO"W:lty 
l'rlm•rJ": n.cion..11, Cald'll'tll 
Caun\r, Belmont. Holld.&J", MIU• 
broot• aad Mtirnl.npule. all 
Chnna.a Countr. Becamrrrtlll!' 
• aad ~. aua Cownr. 
~hmena M0t1ei; w:r. Rentrall!. 
hlnMtr: and Sl.ODolwail. FIJ· 
eU.CG.ui.tr. 
Allo. n-=.m~ xb •. 
aotnr. n. Knm:: Hl;IPf Va1Ji17, 
~ 0Luro"r. Hanentlle. Audubon... 
-caner.Ota~ au 
&o-wn C9Untr. ~Ul l..&.ct•. 
BIW and Price. &JI .:1an.in 
Cew:ur. Wb.l&e Ball, ll&4bcll 
Coual!:.SlW"pe. Jl.lnWl COun· 
tr,·eoa Crnt. Nti..:m. Cl>antr. 
'Ooll!M9,, Oldham Qgqi.tr, Su&-
:ton, o-nallnro:.~lln.t. 
@]PRJ•• Htl 1 ~fMll 
~Dl&::"d Boe., .ijhaeh, 
"!hJm, .. --~::-~~~~:~. 
This story, which appeared in 
the November 12, 1984 Kentucky 
Post, is an example of a second-
generation story, invalid in 
this study. Note that the story 
is reporting the event, not 





the remainder of the newspapers were chosen by computer 
from each KPA marketing area as discussed in Chapter I. 
Figure 5 on page 22 shows that each newspaper in an 
area was listed alphabetically by city, then assigned 
a number to be randomly chosen by computer. 21 In a case 
where one city had two or more newspapers, only one was 
chosen. If the computer picked two newspapers in the same 
city, the first one chosem was used and the computer was 
reprogrammed to choose another random number. Thus, this 
criteria prevented the results of the study from being 
too confined to one section of an area. 
Daily Newspapers 
As was noted in the previous chapter, 13 daily 
newspapers were initially chosen by computer, one from 
each area that had them. This was conducted in the same 
way as the non-dailies in regards to computer selection. 
However, as was mentioned before, the 13.selected news-
papers were reduced to five to bring a proper proportion 
between dailies and non-dailies in the study, and to 
allow for more time to conduct the study. The map on ·page 23 
(Fig. 6) shows the final seven dailies .(including the 
two· ·st'at·ewid·e·.newspapers) represented a widespread sample 
21: S. Greg Hopkins,. a May 1985 graci.u<ite of Morehead 
State, assisted in the computer selection which was 
conducted on his Commodore 640 home computer. 
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Figure 5. Example of Computer Selection 
Of Newspapers 
1) Newspapers were listed.I alpha-
betically according to city .. 
2) Nt.nnbers were assigned to 
each city according to 
alphabetical order. 
3) Computer programmed to 
select two random nt.nnbers 
bei:Ween one and six. 
4) Selected newspapers were 
incorporated into study. 
PURCHASE AREA (non-dailies) 
1) Bardwell 
2) Benton (Marshall County 
Messenger) 




Nt.nnbers 1 and 5 were randomly 
selcted by the Ccmrodore 640 
home computer. The carlisle 
County News of Bardwell and 
Hickman Courier· (Fulton County) 
were thus incorporated into the 
study. 
This procedure was conducted 
in all 16 areas as detennined 
by the Kentucky Press Association. 
Three nt.nnbers were randcxnly 
in areas where there were no 
dailies. 
If nt.nnbers 2 and 3 from the 
list above had been chosen, 
the first randomly-selected 
nt.nnber would have been used, 
and the second newspaper from the 
city would have been disqualified 
from the study. The computer would 
then have been reprograrrmed to 
randcxnly select another nt.nnber. 
Only one daily was similarly 
chosen from each area, if there 
were any. They were then arbitra-
rily chosen fro.'ll the computer-
selected list. 
Figure 6. Map of Dailies 
Lexington Herald-Leader, 
Fayette County~ Eastern 
Bluegrass Area, r:-~ · • . 
cir. 112,370 daily, '',c 
132,066 Sunday. 
Icuisville Courier-Journal, ----1-:lt 
Jefferson County, Kentucki~ 
Area, cir. 201,658 daily, r· \ 
332,823. • """"Ii: 
·"°' I '"'If" 
.· 
Kentucky Post, COVington, 
Kenton County, Northern 
Kentucky ·Area, cir. 18,919 
daily, 39,9l6 Sunday. 
)· 
i. 
Ashland Daily Independent, 
Boyd County, Fi voe Area, 
cir. 24,871 daily, 




~~ ·-· -~ ·-· ·- -· 
Murray Ledger and Times 
Calloway County, Purchase 
Area, cir. 7,680. 
Bowling Green Daily Nert~, 
Warren County, Barren River 
Area, cir. 20,082. 
\---L 
Corbin Times-Tribune, 
Whitely County, Clmlberl.and 




of the state, with each major region being represented by 
a daily. The circulation of each, as was mentioned before, 
was also widely varied, although again it must be noted 
that there were not enough dailies in the study to 
determine if circulation had any affect on the use 
of the releases. 
Statewide Daily Newspapers 
As was stated in the previous chapter, the 
Louisville Courier-Journal (circulation 201,658 daily, 
332,823 Sunday) and the Lexington Herald-Leader (circulation 
112,370 daily, 132,066 Sunday) were automatically chosen 
because of their statewide circulation. Because of this, 
only statewide editions of both newspapers were examined. 
This excluded the city editions of both newspapers, and 
the Indiana edition of the Courier-Journal. Both newspapers 
had early and late state editions, both of which were 
examined in the case of the Courier-Journal. Because of 
limited availability of the early editions for this 
study, only the state final (late state) edition of 
the Herald-Leader was examined. As will be shown later, 
the press release-generated stories, in three of eight 
cases, appeared in both the early and late editions 
of the Courier-Journal, appearing in approximately the 
same place in both editions. 
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Formulas 
The two basic formulas used in this study determined 
quantitatively how much the sampled newspapers relied 
on Department of Education releases for their information. 
The first formula measured how much of a release was 
used verbatim in a story, while the second measured the 
amount of press release· information found in a story. 
Verbatim Percentage 
The verbatim percentage is from the same story used 
in the Martin/Singletary study: that is, the verbatim 
percentage equals the number of verbatim sentences in 
a story di·vided by the total sentences in the story. 
Figure 7 on page 26 shows how this formula was used. 
It must be noted here that "verbatim" was taken for its 
dictionary definition -- that is, "word for word," 
with no variation from the release. Therefore, if a 
sentence contained.different word from what appeared in 
the release, it could not be counted as a verbatim 
sentence. 
It would be useful at this point to define what 
constituted a "sentence." For the purposes of this study, 
a sentence is defined as a group.of three or more words, 
containing at least one noun or verb, that ends with a 
period. A group of words ending in a semi-colon or colon 
were considered only part of a larger sentence that 
Figure 7. Verbatim Percentage Example 
Faughn, Castle:mmi honored at 
Vocational Education luncheon 
Two local vocational education 
in!truc:ton were honored at the 
annual awa.rd' luncheon of the 
Kentucky Department o! Educa-
tion's Office o! Vocational Education 
at 11:30 Lm. Tue3day, &:pt.ember 
11. at tbe Capiu.I Pl.&za Hotel in 
FrankforL 
Gail F&ughn. instructor in the 
Bu5ine53 and Office Department at 
the Fulton County Ar'!'& Vocational 
Center was the nominee for '"Out· 
.st.anding Teacher'" from Region One 
&nd the Auto Mechanic Derartmeot 
at the CenU!r wu the nominee for 
'"Outsu.nding Program"" from Re-
gion One. Jen-y Cutlema.a is the 
irutructor in the Auto Mecbanic:1 
Department. ' 
On band lo pay tribute ~o award· 
winning studen~. teacht.n and 
programs were Superinteudent of 
Public Instruction Alice McDonald: 
Wilburn Putt. head of the Office of 
Vocational Education: James Rat· 
cli££e. chairman of the St.Rte Board 
of Education: Charles Ft.:i'T. vice 
chainnan of the St.ate Advisory 
Cnuncil on Vocational Education; 
and Jack Hatfield, the council's 
executive director. 
Awards were pre!lented to the 
outaundinll teacher and student in 
vocational education and the out· 
:st.anding aduJt·level program. la 
addition. an iodividuaL student. 
handicapped student and two or-
ganizations were honored for !lpecial 
achievements or service lO vocation· 
al education. 
Ngmjnatiofl!'ll for all the award!! 
came from the st.ale's 14 voca.tiqnal 
region!!. and the winner.i were 
seleeted by the St.ate Advi.!:orv 
Council on Vocational Educ.ation. AU 
oominee:s received certificates of 
recognition at the luncheon. 
The winner.i. who were previow:· 
ly notU!£d of their !!election. in· 
eluded Suzanne K. Wilson. who 
teaches respiratory therapy at the 
Madisonville Health Occupation:s 
Annex. oust.anding teacher: and 
Glenda Myatt. who U :studying 
dent.al aMi3ting at the Bowling 
Green State Vocational·Technical 
School. outstanding :studenL 
The Sea-et.a.ry's Award for out-
st.anding adult program. sponsored 
by the U.S. Department of Educa· 
lion. went to the commercial foods 
program or Community Hospit.al 
Association and the Mercer County 
Builders A:!lsociation. for :services in 
support of VOC!ltional educ.ation 
programs. 
I 
1-Rtltll Oa:\U'•tiDllS Annvi:, receiftd ttie ••rd for ouutan.::lng tetcner •11d was 
11so honored by the lilttoruil Ad¥1sory Council on Yoc:1ttontl Eduatton for 
oquu11di"'IJ servic:e by ui individual to wc.1ttan1l edua.ttan. 
The nu·d for ouut11ndlng stullillnt lfll!llt to Glendt Myatt, w/1.0 ts 
studyin9 llll!nul 1sstsd119 at tl'le Bowling Green SUte Voc:.atto11o1l-Teennttal 
Stnool. Myatt also ~hed the n1tiontl aunctl's a.itnl for ovt.su.ndtnq 
ld'lleYltl!'ll!nt by a student... 
Tht: c::oimen::i&I fooill program of Olzaoethtown St.lte Voc:attom.1-iectlnic:al 
Scl'lool WIS rec::oqn1zed as state winner of tbe ~creury's '-•rd frr. the U.S. 
Deoa~nt of [duation. The proqn•, he1llilld by Miry Fninc:es Clnton, 1s ttie 
sute's entry In CDl!Oetltton for tl'le n1tlc111l SKret.1ry's .i..uu. 
Thi: aw&rd for ouuundlng adlte~nt by a handiUDPed student Wt! 
P'f"(St/lted to Sttrhen 0.le n1.tt, I Stllllillllt In dlutl R!Cllt/liCS It Somerset State 
Voci.tton1.l-TeChnical School. The award ts spcnsored by the Ml.ttonal Advisory 
Co1a1ctl on Voatton&I Education. Fl&tt was tho 1. ftnalht for outsU.ndlng stucent. 
In tnatner re~it1on pn:i9nm sponsored by the ntUO/llol a11mcil, 
tbe' Ptnt!' .. ille Comnunity ttisotul Anociatlan uid the t'itn:l!r Coimty Bullderos 
hsoct•tton .were honored for their services in SllllPOrt of voattonal educ.1tton 
pnlq!"P!S. 
Nominations for osll the mi1u•1U caae fT'tlm the sute's 14 vocational 
re9ions, and the winners -n! selected by clie State Advho,... Unnu:il on Yoc:u.loM.1 
Ec;luc:atlon. C.l!rttffcates of rec::oqnitton -ere irwardl!-d to tll nominees tt the lunc:hl!(ln. 
Other finalists for outst.•mlinq Uat111!r """' B'~at Ftuqnn. bus1n~s 
tnd off1a:. Fulton Col.Slty Area Vocatlona1 Education Center; llett1e R. Md.JD"-• 
business ar.ii otrfce. o. .. 1ess Co11nty SYTS; Mary atubetll Er!ilin, Mtlth :ervices, 
Btrnn Co11r>ty AVEC; and Woodl"O'M Ill. 111111 0 tnatistritl tltctrlc:lt)", Ellz•Dethtown 
SITT. 
Of the 10 sentences in the story at left, 
one appears identical to a sentence on 
page two of release 9-15. This gives the 




ended with a period (see Fig. 8, p. 28). In measuring 
the verbatimness of a story, it was also necessary to 
indicate on a scale how much of the story was rewritten, 
if at all. Thus, another measurement, based on a second' 
Mirtin/Singl~tary formula, was used to indicate whether 
a story was partiaily, intermediately, mostly or 
completely rewritten. As shown on page 29 (Fig. 9), 
however, the scale used by Martin'~nd Singletary was 
readjusted for this·study. The scale used provides a more 
accuarte indication of how much a story was rewritten. 
Thus, if a 10-sentence story contained two verbatim 
sentences, the verbatim percentage of the story would be 
20 percent. On the scale, this would be calculated to be 
a major rewrite, since only 20 percent of the story was 
verabtim from a given release. 
Paraphrase Percentage 
The verbatim percentage formula gave an accurate 
measurement of how much a press release-generated story 
used information verbatim.from the release. However, as 
the study progressed, it was noted that the verbatim 
percentage alone did not give a totally accurate 
picture of how much a story might rely on a press release 
for information in general. The verbatim percentage 
gives a rigid standard for sentences -- that is, to be 
considered verbatim, the sentence had to be word for 
28 
Figure 8. Example of Sentence 
This story'was generated by 
release 9-26. 
~·i_ .s~hool wan"ts·.<>k~yea.·_ .. ~·:: 
. . . " .. · •\ .. : . .~;-. 
· " FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) ...,. The 'Kentucky 
Educational Foundation has approved eight 
education projects, but must now find more 
than $300,000 tO pay for them. . . . . · 
The foundation .is a. quasi-governmental 
~ agency formed to solicit pnvate money for use 
.. ~~~~\ric~·~et:'ruesday: ~pproved 
the following projects: · -· .. . . . · · 
• S86,250 for the Commonwealth Institute for 
Teachers. · ·· . .: ·. · · · · 
· • $84,500 for the Commonwealth Institute for 
.: Instructional Leaders,· a training serainar for 
;-~ementarv and ·secondary school principals 
-2nd instruCtionalleaders. · . · · · · : '.'· ·: · - ; 
• $7,500 for Project· SECURE, to -·train .. 
leaders of town meetings organized 'by ·the~ 
· ·Prichard Committee for Academic Ex-
~·.cellence. · ·· · : ·.:. ·. · ·... . . '-· -.:. 
';: • $48,500 to aid the formation of partnership5 
· between schools and businesses. . . · .. ;~:- ,::: 
• $15,910 for the Teacher Recognition Pro-' 
gram. . , .. 
. • $40,000 for recruiting and training 
-volunteers to assist teachers in districts where 
'.•·reading levels are below national norms. ~- -~ 
. ·.' • $22,500 for the Olympics of the Mind com-
:: petition; · . . · · 
~:;; -.. $3.500 to $7 ,000 for a program to award 
••flags io school that meet certain standards of 
::·achievement.:.:,,,.,.: ; ··-:,~~ :.: ~ : · ... ··_:· 
This is an example 
of a basic sentence, 
as defined on pp. 
25, 27. (byline exclµded). 
~--· 
This sentence does 
not end at the 
colon, but at the 
period. Overall, 
there are 10 






















The scale on the 
far left was :. i. 
developed and used 
in the Martin and 
Singletary study. 
The second scale is a 
readjustment.of.the 
Martin/Singletary 
scale, and "Was used 
ID·-this study. 
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word from the release, with no word change whatsoever. 
But it was found that some of the stories, while not 
verbatim, were mere rewrites of the press release, giving 
no information other than what the release provided. 
Thus, a story could be totally rewritten using the 
verbatim percentage formula -- and yet be soley based on 
the release for information, with no additional facts 
provided. It was therefore necessary to form a second 
formula that would measure how much a story was based on 
a given release. 
The paraphrase percentage formula was thus formed 
and incorporated into the study. As shown in figure 10 
on page 31, the paraphrase percentage, similar to the 
verbatim percentage formula in struture, is the number of 
sentences containing information from the original 
release divided by the total number of sentences in 
the story. Thus, a verbatim story and a rewritten one 
could both have a paraphrase percentage of 100 percent 
-- the key is not whether the sentence is word for word 
from the release, but whether the sentence contains 
information the comes from the release. 
Of course, it first must be established that the 
story in question originated from the release -- this 
would be done through the criteria mentioned earlier. 
Therefore, a paraphrase percentage will always be greater 
[ONID Off DIUC'JO~ 
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Figure 10. Paraphrase Percentage Example 
Kentucky Educatlonal Foundation, Inc. 
r.o. Bo:i1 1403 
rrenkrort. Kentucky 40602 (S02J5(i.a·4770 Source: Fran Salyers 
Cont.act: Jeanne tlaw11h1re 
STATCVIDE AllD PRESS ROV 
FRANKFORT, l:y. (Sept. 19, 19841 -- The Kentuc:t.y Edutatlon111 
fnundatlon has 11pprovecl etgbt projects designed to tqirove 
publfc educatton tn the state and 111111 now turn to the private 
sector for the SJ08,6fi0 needed to ffnance those projects. 
At lts l!leetfng tn Frankfort on Tuesday (Sept. 18), the 
organtzatfon also comiended the lnternatfcnal Bus1ness Hachtnes 
Corp. for Its donation of 10 personal computers, software and 
teelllllcaJ training to be used by the Department of Educatfon 
to Instruct teachers on the use of CD!Dputers fn the ch1nrocmi. 
lBH spokesman Jim Jackson, who announced the donation, 
said the equfp!lent would be incorporated Into a ~bile computer 
center tMt could be used throughout the stnte. The hardware 
and software total 11bout $25.000 1n nlue, he said. 
The company eho wtll offer coq:iuter trelnlng to t1«1 
Oe1J4rt1nent of Education staff people at an IBM tratnfng center 
In Atlanta ind wf11 pro,fde a consultnnt to work with teachers 
In the state. 
The foundation earl ler recehed a $25,D!JO donation ff'Ol'll 
the Ashhnd 011 Foundation that wu usl'd to finance the first 
Coam:mwealth lnstHute for Teachers. Forty outstanding Kentucky 
teachers took part In the weeklong Institute In Ju11t and 111111 
return for a follo••UP weekend next 1t1:1nth • 
_.:~-&hool wan·ts-~kayed_\: 
I . . , .. ·<... • ··=-· 
-· FRANKFORT, Ky. (AP) - The Kentucky 
I Educational Foundation has approved eight 
·education projects, but·must now find more 
-.,~11$300,000topayforthem. . - . · ~ 
C The foondation is a quasi-governmental . ~ ~:d~ti::ed ~=.cit p;ivate mo~ey-foruse 
· ·· The ~ich met .. l)1esday, approved 
thefollowingprojects: · -- ··-· _ . 
• $86.250 for the Commonwealth Institute for 
Teachers. ... · 
·· • 584,500 for the Commonwealth Institute for · 
0 Instructional Leaders,· a training seminar for 
,. \!le!I!entary . and secondary school principals 
• {Ind instrnctionalleaders. · · · · : , : ', ~ : 
! • $7,500 for Project SECURE, to -·train.· 
leaders of town meetings organized ·by ·the: 
·-Prichard Committee for Academic Ex-· 
~-cellence. · '' ·. , , . •• ·. 
F • ~.500 to aid the formation of partnerships 
bet:weo.n schools and businesses. . · .. ;_: ·· .. " 
• $15,910 for the Teache~ Recognition Pro-
gram. .. . 
. • $40,000 for recruiting and training 
-voltmteers to assist teachers in districts where 
-~-reading levels are below national norms. ' :-
. ::- • $22,500 for the Olympics of the Mind com-
::: petition: . · . · 
~" · • S3,500 to $7,000 for a program to award 
"'flags to school that meet certain standards of 
:'"achievement .. ·,,,.,.: . ··:-.· · · _ 
The bracketed sentence in the 
story above was the only infor-
mation not in the release at 
left. Since nine of the sentences 
were paraphrased from the release, 
the paraphrase pecentage is 90%. 
w ..... 
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than zero, and will be greater than or equal to, but never 
less than, the verbatim percentage of the same story (for 
examples, see charts in Chapter III). 
Thus, the verbatim and paraphrase measurements used 
together gave a clearer assessment as to how much 
newspapers relied on the state press releases. Measuring 
the number of stories written verbatim for the releases 
gave a good face value measurement of how the newspapers 
handled the releases. In addition, the paraphrase percen-
tage measurement gave an in-depth indication of how 
much a newspaper relied on releases for its information 
in writing a given story. 
Verb_atim/Paraphrase· Rates 
It is necessary at this point in the study to 
review another aspect of showing how newspapers treated 
Department of Education releases -- that is, reflecting 
the overall trends found during this study." 
Two operational definitions were used in drawing 
an overall picture of press release use: the verbatim 
rate and the toatl paraphrase rate. The verbatim rate, 
as in the Martin/Singletary study, measured how many 
stories were written "word for word" from the original 
release: that is, the verbatim rate equals the number 
of verbatim stories divided by the total number of press 
release-generated stories. This measurement was used 
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for individual newspapers, newspaper groups (dailies, non-
dailies) and newspapers overall. 
The total paraphrase rate is similar to the 
verbatim rate, except that the number of stories with 
a 100 percent paraphrase percentage is measured. Using 
both these rates to measure the occurrence of such stories 
gave an overall picture of how much Kentucky newspapers 
relied on the state press releases. Of course, the other 
statistics pertaining to this area (such as the number 
of rewritten stories, for example) were also eili':amined. 
The charts in Chapter III show the results for 
each newspaper regarding the verbatim and total paraphrase 
rates for each newspaper. The final statistics for these 
measurements will be discussed in Chapter IV. 
Individual Charts 
In Chapter III there are a set of 29 charts, each 
recording statistics on how each newspaper in this 
study used Department of Education releases. The 
charts contain the following information: 
1) The date of the issue where the stories appeared; 
2) The identification number of the release as it 
appears in the upper right hand corner of the 
release (for examples, see Appendix A); 
3) The circulation target of the release, or 
"beam." This will be discussed below; 
4) The page the story. is located on, or "placement," 
which will also be discussed below; 
5) The verbatim percentage of the story; and 
6) The paraphrase percentage of the story. 
34 
In addition, the verbatim and paraphrase rates of each 
newspaper appears at the bottom of each chart. 
The "beam" of the press release, as shown at 
the upper lefthand corner of the release copy under the 
release flag (see Appendix A) , shows which media the -- . 
release is distributed to. The term "beam" was borrowed 
from shortwave radio jargon. It is used to describe 
what area of the world and international broadcast is 
targeted at.-- for example, a British Broadcasting 
Corporation (BBC) broadcast might be "beamed" to 
audiences in North America, Africa or Asia. In the context 
of this study, the Department of Education releases 
were "beamed" at either press row, statewide, or specific 
local media. Press row refers to the media correspondents 
stationed in Frankfort, including the two wire services 
and the two state newspapers. A statewide beam is a mail-
ing to all newspapers in the state -- as will be shown 
later, this is where the non-dailies received virtually 
all of their releases. Several releases were beamed at 
specific localities for Department of Education events 
such as in Murray and Ashland. About 43 perecnt of the 
releases were beamed at both press row and statewide. 
Next to the beam on the chart is an indicator of the 
writer of the release-geµerated story -- whether it was 
wire g~rvice or staff byline, if indicated in the story. 
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The placement of the story, or which page and/or 
section it appeared on, suggests what importance the 
newspaper editors gave the story; ·However, attempting 
to formulate a measurement for story placement would 
have resulted in a·biased.judgement of which pages were 
more advantageous or prominent .. For example, there might 
be an uncertainty whether a story would be read.by mare 
people inside the first section of a newspaper, or on the 
front or back page of the second section. Discussion of 
this aspect of the research, therefore, will only be in 
general terms. 
In listing the charts in the following section, 
the dailies were listed alphabetically according to 
the city they were located in; The non-dailies, which 
were subdivided into weeklies and other non-dailies, 
were listed alphabetically according to the newspaper's 
title. 
III. ANALYSIS OF DATA 
Dailies 
Chart I: Ashland Daily Independent 
The Ashland Daily Independent has a circulation 
of 24,871 daily, 27,078 Sunday. The newspaper is located 
in Boyd County in the Fivco Area, as determined by the 
Kentucky Press Association (KPA) marketing areas (see 
Fig. 1, p. 10). There are 10 stories listed on this chart, 
the most release-generated stories used by a daily in 
this study (The Lexington Herald-Leader also used 10 
release-generated stories). The chart also shows one 
of two instances in the study that one release generated 
two separate stories, the other instance also appearing 
in the Herald-Leader (seep. 42). Release 9-6 generated 
two stories about the Department of Education's 
School Effectiveness Program; both stories were total 
rewrites of the original release.:and were low in para-
phrased information. These two stories, as in two other 
instances shown on the· chart, appeared under a special 
designated section for "Schools;" another story appeared 
on the front of the designated "Local" section of the 
newspaper (December 4, release 11-27). 
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Chart I: Ashland Daily Independent 
ISSUE ID/BEAM PLCMNT. VRB'IM.% PRPHRS.% 
9/9 9-§/S,P (By) 48/64* 0 10.81 
(By) 48/64* 0 5.26 
9/10 9-1/P (AP) 3/8 0 33.33 
9/21 9-26/S,P (AP) 5/20 0 90 
10/28 10-26/P, Local 54/72* 0 20 
(By) 
11/9 11-1/S,P (AP) 6/24 0 100 
11/17 11-9/S,P (AP) 3/14 4.35 95.65 
11/18 11-12/S,P (AP) 27/68 0 100 
12/4 11-27 /S (By) 13/32 0 15.38 
12/9 11-25/S (By) 48/72* 0 2.27 
Verbatim rate: 0% 
Total·paraphrase 
rate: 20% 
* -- These stories appeared under the designated "School" section of 
the Daily Independent. 
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As shown on the chart, one of the stories was 
a major rewrite, since part of the story was verbatim 
from the original 11-9 release. Half of the stories were 
under an AP byline, one of wli.ich was the major rewrite. 
All of the staff bylined st6ries had very low paraphrase 
percentages, ranging from 2.27 to 20 percent. The· 
chart shows that the Daily Independent had the lowest 
total paraphrase rate at 20 percent. 
This chart also showed one of three instances' 
that a release beamed at a specific locality is used. 
The 10-26 release about Gov. Martha Layne Collins' visit 
to Ashland schools was totally rewritten and paraphrased 
20 percent from the· release.-- contrasting with the 
two releases beamed at the Murray media that were used 
verbatim by the.Murray:·_1eager.;and Times. (seep. 47). 
Two of the four releases that resulted in staff bylined 
stories were beamed statewide only; the other two were 
beamed statewide and at press row. 
/ -·--._ 
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Chart II: Bowling Green Daily News 
The Bowling Green Daily News (circulation 24,871 
daily, 27,078 Sunday, Warren County, Barren River Area) 
used three release-generated stories. There was no 
identification on the one st6ry that was totally para= 
phras~d (release 9-16); the story g~nerated~by.release-
10-33 was 18.18 percent paraphrased. The story generated 
by release 12-4 had a paraphrase percentage of 87.5 .~c 
percent. and appeared cunder an:·AP::byline. --All: three 
stories were totally rewritten from the original 
releases. 
In general, the prominence of the stories were 
fair, all appearing the the first section. 
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Chart III: Corbin Times-Tribune 
The Corbin Times-Tribune (circulation 7,371, 
Whitley County-, Cumberland Valley Area) used five 
release-generated stories. All of the stories, under an 
AP byline, had a high paraphrase percentage (thec_19west 
being 80 percent), with two being totally paraphrased. 
One of the stories (generated by release 11-9), had a 
4.35 verbatim percentage, a major rewrite. The remainer. 
were totally rewritten. 
Most of the stQries had fairly high prominence, 
being placed on the second page of the first section; 
one appeared on the second page of section B. This 
newspaper was the only daily in the study not to use 
release-generated stories in the first two months of the 
study. All but one of the releases appeared in 
November. 
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Chart IV::·' Kentucky J!os t ·'JCovington) 
The Kentucky Post of Covington (circulation 46,106, 
Kenton County, Northern Kentucky Area) used two release-
generated~stories--- .the: least· among .the.dailies:in~this 
study. Both stories were from wire~services .. (one AP and 
one UPI) with one totally paraphrased from the original 
release. The two stories appeared in September and . ~.:: .. 
December. This is the only daily were there were no 
November stories -- unusual among the dailies, although 
no conclusions can be drawn from the small amount of 
daily newspapers sampled. The releases used were both 
beamed statewide and at press row. 
It should be noted that the Post is published by 
.:_.1c:,_._";::] 1','sL 
the Cincinnati Post, which could have accounted for the 
low use of the press-release generated stories. Both 
stories were totally rewritten. 
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Chart V: Lexington Herald-Leader 
The chart for the Lexington Herald-Leader 
(circulation 112,370 daily, 132,066 Sunday, Fayette 
County, Eastern Bluegrass Area) concentrated on the 
state final edition;of the newspaper, the only edition 
readily available for this study. The Herald-Leader 
had 10 release-generated stories. 
It should be noted that this-chart:shows the 
second instance that one release generated two separate 
stories. Release 10-13, which was b~amed at press row, 
was used to-generate two separate stories in two 
separate editions (unlike in the Daily Indeperident, 
where two stories generated by the same release appeared 
on the same page). Although it could be questioned whether 
the second story was based on the first story instead of 
the original release, the October 18 story nonetheless 
paraphrased 42.86 percent of the information in the 
release (the first story was a total paraphrase). rt.-
was on this basis, as well as the first story's uncertain 
origin (seep. 43), that the October 18 story was 
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Chart V: Lexington Herald-Leader 
ISSUE ID/BF.AM PLCMNT. VRBTM.% PRPHRS.% 
9/20 9-28/S,P (By) (B)2/12 (48) 0 24 
9/30 9-32/S,P (AP) (B) 2/10 (90) 0 100 
10/13 10-13/P* (B)2/8 (42) 0 100 
10/18 10-13/P (by) (B)l,2.12 (SO) 0 42.86 
11/5 10-29/S,P (By) (C) 1/12 (36) 20 60 
11/6 10-33/S,P (AP) (B) 2/8 (32) 0 75 
11/16 11-12/S,P (By) (B) 1/12 (70) 3.7 44.44 
10-31/S (P) (B) 2/12 (70) 50 100 
11/17 11-9/S,P (AP) (B) 1/8 (40) 0 82.61 
12/7 12-7/P (By) 1/18 (58) 0 15.38 
Verbat:iln rate: 0% 
Total paraphrase 
rate: 33.33% 
* -- Appeared under "Kentucky briefly" section of Herald-Leader 
which relies on staff and wire reports. Origin of story 
is uncertain. 
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Six of the stories originated from releases 
beamed at press row and statewide; three were beamed 
at press row and one statewide. Five of the storiess 
were under a staff byline; four were under AP bylines, 
and one was uncertain. All but one of the release-
generated stories appeared in the state section of the 
Herald-Leader; one story, concerning the announcement 
of a special Board of Education meeting to deal with the 
Clinton County school district (release 12-7), was placed 
on page one of the December 7 issue of the newspaper. 
This was one of only two instances where a daily placed 
a release-generated story on the front page; the other 
instance occurred in the Murray Ledger and Times. 
The front page story was 2.56 percent verbatim from the 
original release~ and 15·. 38 percent paraphrased. The 
remainder of the stories appeared in the state section 
of the newspaper; three stories appeared on page one of 
either section B or C, two of which had staff bylines. 
Six of the 10 stories were totally rewritten; 
three were major rewrites and one was intermediately 
rewritten. Three of the stories were totally paraphrased; 
two of these were under an AP byline. The December 7 
front page story had the lowest paraphrase percentage; 
the remainder ranged from 24 to 82.61 percent. 
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Chart VI: Louisville ·courier-Journal 
Th~s chart on the Louisville Courier-Journal 
(circulation 201,658 daily, Jefferson County, Kentuckiana 
Area) included the Sunday Courier·-JoU:rn·a1 an·d Times 
(circulation 332,823). As in the case of the Lexington 
Herald-Leader, only the statewide editions were studied, 
which conssisted of an early and late Kentucky edition 
during the week.and one Kentucky edition on Sunday. 
This chart is unique in that it records release-generated 
stories in both editions of an issue. Th~s-·was the only 
newspaper in the study that··this was necessary to do. 
In the final calculations, however, the two editions of 
an issue were counted as one issue. 
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Chart VI: Louisville Courier-Journal 
ISSUE ID/BEAM PLCMNT. VRBTM.% PRPHRS.% 
9/9 9-1/P (By) (B) 1/9 (162) K 0 25 
9/21 9-26/S,P (AP) (B) 4/10 (64) LK 0 90 
(B)3/10 (64) EE 0 90 
9/30 9-32/P (AP) (B) 5/16 (182) K 0 100 
10/13 10-13/P (AP) (B) 4/12 (26) LK 0 100 
11/6 10-33/S,P (AP) (B) 4/8 (40) EE 0 ·75 
11/9 11-1/S,P (AP) (B) 4/8 (86) K 0 100 
11/16 11-12/S,P (AP) (B) 3/14 (60) LK 0 100 
(B) 3/14 (60) EE 0 100 
12/7 12-7/P (By) (C)l,2/10 (78)LK 0 23.33 
(B)l,4/10 (24)EE 0 23.33 
Verbatim rate: · 0% 
Total paraphrase 
rate: 50% 
EE'-- Early Edition 
LK -- Late Kentucky Edition 
K -- Kentucky Edition (Sunday) 
47 
As shown on the chart, all eight release-generated 
stories were totally rewritten from the original release. 
Half of the releases were beamed only to press row, while 
the other -fciur were ·-beamed __ to both press row and state-
wide. Six of the stories were credited to AP, while two 
were under staff bylines. Four of the six AP stories were 
totally paraphrased from the original releases -- the 
other two were 75 and 90 percent paraphrased. The two 
stories with staff bylines were 23.33 and 25 percent 
paraphrased. In all instances, the stories appeared in 
the state section of the newspaper (which in almost all 
cases was section B). Only the staff bylined stories 
appeared on page one of the state section. 
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CharL:VII:~ :Murray .. tedger and Times 
The Murray Ledger and Times (circulation 7,680, 
Calloway County, Purchase Area) had no releases in October 
among the six release-generated stories it published. 
Two of the stories, both of which were used verbatim 
from the original releases, were beamed directly to the 
Murray media. The 11-16 release- announced a state·: 
Board of Education meeting at Murray High School; the 
12-12 release dealt with Murray Elementary School being·. 
awarded a "Flag of Excellence" from the Kentucky 
Educational Foundation.· 
The Ledger and Times.had the highest verbatim and 
total paraphrase rates among the dailies, (33.33 percent 
verbatim rate, 66.67 percent total paraphrase rate). 
The two stories that were not totally paraphrased (from 
releases 10-33 and 12-4) had paraphrase percentages 
of 80 and 88.89 percent. The Ledger and Times was the 
only daily newspaper in the study to use verbatim 
stories; one of these, generated by release 11-16, was 
placed on the front page. Both verbatim stories were, 
in fact, given very high prominence (the other verbatim 
release appearing on page two), most likely because of 
the local beam of the releases.generating them. Both were 
beamed to the Murray media. 
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Non-Dai1Tes·:· we·eklTes 
Chart VIII: Bath County News-Outlook 
The Bath County News-Outlook of Owingsville 
(circulation 2,946, Gateway Area) used two-release-
generated- ~tories. This newspaper showed one of several 
instances where two releases generated one story. 
Releases 9-17a and 9-18 were used for a page one 
story which was totally rewritten and 30 percent 
paraphrased from the two releases. combined. ··The other 
story, which appeared in the November 22 issue, was 
intermediately rewritten (33.33 percent verbatim) 
and totally paraphrased from the 11-12 release. All three 
releases were beamed statewide, with two also beamed to 
press row. 
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Chart IX: Cynthiana Democrat 
The Cynthiana Democrat (circulation 5,409, 
Harrison County, Eastern Bluegrass Area) used four 
release-generated stories in the September 27 and 
December 27 issues. Three stories appeared in the September 
27 issue; of these, the release generated by release 
9-27a was partially rewritten (88 percent verbatim). The 
remaining stories were reported from the original releases, 
and all of the releases used were totally paraphrased. 
The stories generated by releases 9-27a and 9-25 in the 
September 27 issue received fairly high prominence, being 
placed on pages two and three. 
All of the releases were beamed statewide, with 
three of the releases alsocbeamed to press row. 
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Chart X: Dawson Sp.rin·gs"Pcrp·gress 
The Dawson Springs Progress (circulation 3,429, 
Hopkins County, Pennyrile Area) used 12 release-generated 
stories, the highest number among the weeklies and 
second highest among the non-dailies.(The Martin Countian 
and Mt. Sterling Advocate also used 12 such stories). 
All of the releases were beamed statewide, with seven of 
them also beamed at press row. Several release-generated 
stories were placed on the front page of the second 
section of the September 20 issue; one was verbatim 
from the original release, and one was intermediately 
rewritten (SS.56 percent verbatim). The other intermediate 
rewrite appeared in the October 4 issue (SO percent 
verbatim; :all of the other stories were verbatim from 
the original releases). All stories were totally para-
phrased from the releases used. 
This chart shows the only instance where the 
releases were ~sed over an even spread throughout the 
time frame period, with three release~generated stories 
appearing each month. 
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Chart X: Dawson SErings Pr29:ress 
ISSUE ID/BEAM PLCMNT. VRBTM.% PRPHRS.% 
9/20 9-18/P,S (B) 1/10 (18) 100 100 
9-15/S,P (B) 1/10 (18) 55.56 100 
9/27 9-17a/S (B) 3/10 (18) 100 100 
10/4 9-16/S,P 4/8 (18) 50 100 
10/11 9-28/S,P (B) 6/10 (18) 100 100 
10/18 10-1/S 7/10 (20) 100 100 
11/15 10-29/S,P 6/10 (20) 100 100 
10-13a/S (B) 3/10 (20) 100 100 
11/29 11-12/S,P (B) 3/10 (18) 100 100 
12/6 11-28/S (B) 5/12 (20) 100 100 
11-25/S (B) 8/12 (20) 100 100. 
12/13 11-26/S,P (B) 3/12 (20) 100 100 




Chart XI: . Ha·rt· Go.linty Ne·ws 
The Ha:r·t County Ne·ws of Munfordville (circulation 
3,376 1 Barren River Area) used two release-generated 
stories in the October 11 and December 13 issues. Both 
stories were written verbatim from the original 
release, and none had any high prominence in the news.":''" 
paper. 
The 10-1 and 12-2 releases that the stories were 
based on were both beamed statewide, with the 12-2 
releases also beamed to press row. 
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Chart XII: Hickman Courier 
The four release-generated stories that appeared 
in the Hickman Courier (circulation 2,233, Fulton County, 
Purchase Area) were used in three issues: September 13, 
20 and November 8. The two stories generated by the 9-15 
and 9-17a releases received high prominence in the news-
paper,-being.placed·on page one and page three, re-
spectivly. Three of the stories were reported verbatim 
(including the 9-17a story that appeared on page one), 
and all were totally paraphrased from the releases. All 
four releases used were beamed statewide, with two also 
beamed at press row. The last two releases used by the 
Hickman Courier were used in the November 8 issue. 
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Chart XIII: Jackson County Sun 
The Jackson County Sun of McKee (circulation 
2,60S, Cumberland Valley Area) used one-release-genera-
ted story, in its December 6 issue. The story was 
totally r.ewri tten and had a paraphrase percentage of 
S.26 percent, the lowest among the non-dailies. The 
story appeared on the front page. The llo27,·release that 
generated the story was beamed statewide. 
' 
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Cjlart XIV: Journ·aT-Enqtiirer 
All six releases used in the Journal"Enquirer 
of Grayson (circulation 2,679, Carter County, Fivco 
Area) were used in the September 25 and November 6 issues, 
with five appearing in the latter issue. Three of the 
stories, in fact, appeared on the same page. (page 11) 7 .' 
Of these, the story generated by release 10-32 was the 
only story that was not verbatim, being partially re-
written (88 percent verbatim). All of the stories were 
.. '-.:: ~' 
totally paraphrased from the original releases. All of the 
releases used were beamed statewide, with five of them 
also beamed to press row. 
As will be discussed below, the statistics of the 
Journal-Enquirer were identical to the Olive Hill Times, 
both of which are owned by Kentucky Publishing Company. 
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Chart XV: Kenton· Gou·nty' Rec·order 
The Kenton County Rec·or·der of Edgewood (circula-
tion 4,932, Northern Kentucky Area) used only one 
released generated story, which was totally rewritten 
and 11.76 percent paraphrased from the original 9~15 
release. The story had one of the lowest paraphrase 
percentages among the non-dailies. The 9-15 release was 
beamed statewide and to press row. 
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Chart XVI: Lincoln County Post/ 
Interior-Journal 
These two Stanford newspapers, which were combined 
on October 23, 1984.after a change of ownership, used 
two release-generated stories in the September 18 
issue of the Post (circulation 3,233, Western Bluegrass 
Area). No other release-generated stories appeared in 
the Lincoln County Post through October 23 or in the 
Interior-Journal after that date. Both release-generated 
stories appeared verbatim on page two, the editorial 
page of the newspaper. The stories were not used as 
part of an editorial,_column or letter to the editor. 
The prominence of the stories would be consider.ed 
high because of the page number and the page heading they 
appeared under. 
The two releases that generated the stories, 9-19 
and 9-17a, were beamed statewide, with 9-19 also beamed 
at press row. 
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Chart XVII: The Martin Countian 
The Martin Countian of Inez (circulation 3,888, 
Gateway Area) used 12 release-generated stories (as did 
the Dawson Springs Progress and Mt. Sterling Advocate), 
the most used by a weekly and the second-highest amount 
used by a non-daily. Half of the release-generated 
stories appeared in September, and none of the stories 
were given any high prominence in general. All the 
releases used were beamed statewide, with nine also 
beamed at press row. 
As shown on the chart, all the stories appeared 
verbatim from their original releases -- the highest 
verbatim rate for newspapers using five or more release-
generated stories in this study. 
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Chart XVII: Martin .Countian 
ISSUE ID/BEl\M PLCMNT. VRBTM.% PRPHRS.% 
9/12 9-7/S 12/20 100 100 
9-6/S,P 15/20 100 100 
9/19 9-5/S,P 7/18 100 100 
9-18/P,S 3/18 100 100 
9/26 9-27a/S 14/26 100 100 
9-28/S,P 14/26 100 100 
10/3 9-32/S,P 5/22 100 100 
11/7 10-31/S. 12/18 100 100 
10-33/S,P 13/18 100 100 
10-29/S,P 14/18 100 100 
12/12 12-2/S,P 18/20 100 100 
12/26 12-13/S,P 9/14 100 100 




Chart .XVIII: 'Mt. _sterlin·g Advocate 
The Mt. Sterling Advocate (circulation 5,686, 
Montgomery County, Gateway Area) is the third weekly in 
this study that used iz release=generated stories. 
Seven of the 12 appeared in the November 8 and December 
6 issues. Eleven of the stories appeared verbatim from-:: 
the original releases. None seemed to have any high pro~ 
minence. These 11 verbatim stories were based on re-
leases that were beamed statewide; five of these were 
also beamed to press row. 
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Chart XVIII: Mount Sterling: Advocate 
ISSUE ID/BEAM PLCMNT. VRB'IM.% PRPHRS.% 
9/20 9-14/Local* 6/12 (34) 0 26.66 
9/27 9-28/S,P 6/10 (42) 100 100 
10/11 10-1/S 4/12 (34) 100 100 
10/25 10-13a/S 8/12 (40) 100 100 
11/8 10-32/S,P 4/14 (34) 100 100 
10-29/S,P 8/14 (34) 100 100 
10-31/S 11/14 (34) 100 100 
12/6 11-25/S 4/14 (42) 100 100 
11-28/S 5/14 (42) 100 100 
11-27/S 5/14 (42) 100 100 
11-26/S,P 11/14 (42) 100 100 
12/13 12-3/S,P 13/14 (42) 100 100 
Verbatim rate: 91.67% 
Total paraphrase 
rate: 91.67% 
* -- Release was designed to allow local information to be written 
into the text (fill-in blanks). 
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The one story that was rewritten was generated 
by release 9-14. This release, which was beamed to 
school districts participating in the~Tfaining for 
Literacy Coordinators program, was unique in that it 
was designed for newspapers to fill in certain blanks 
of the release with "local" information (see Appendix 
A). In the strictest sense of the definitions of this 
study, the release could neither be used verbatim nor 
totally paraphrased. However, the resulting story used 
no information verbatim from the release, and paraphrased 
only 26.67 percent._of-it·. In short, the newspaper writer 
did not follow the basic format.'followed by the 9-14 
release. It should be noted that the release encouraged 
the newspapers to obtain additional information,: from the 
local literacy coordihator -- this was evidently done 
in the case of the Mt. Sterling Advocate·: 
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Chart XIX: The· News·-nemo·crat 
The News-Democrat of Russellville (circulation 
6,658, Logan County, Barren River Area) used four 
release-generated stories in October, November and 
December. Three of the stories were reported verbatim 
while the story generated by the 11-12 release was a 
major rewrite (5.66 verbatim percentage, the second lowest 
among the non-dailies) and was 50.94 percent paraphrased 
from the original release. This same story had fairly 
high prominence, being placed on page one of section B. 
All of the releases were beamed statewide, with 
three of them also beamed to press row. 
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Chart :XX.: : Olive· Hill Tinies 
The Olive Hill Times (circulation 2,457, Carter 
County, Fivco Area), as mentioned before, reflected 
identical statistics a§cthose~of the Grayson Jour~al­
En·quirer (see p. 56). This is because the two newspapers 
originate from the Kentucky Publishing Company in Morehead, 
Ky. In fact, the only difference between the two news-
papers is the first and second page of the first two 
sections of both newspapers. However, because they are 
circulated in two different cities, they are considered 
two separate newspapers in this study. 
As in the Journal-Enquirer, the verbatim rate of 
the Olive Hill Times was 83.33_percent, the total 
paraphrase: .r:<ite 10_0_ pe.r-cent. 
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Chart XXI: The News-Herald 
The News-Herald of Owenton (circulation 3,358, 
Owen County, Northern Kentucky Area) used only one 
release-generated story, which appeared on page two 
of the September 27 issue. The story, generated by 
release 9-28, was written:verbatim from the release. 
The release was beamed statewide and to press row. 
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Chart XXII: Paintsville Herald 
The Paintsville Herald (circulation 5,845, 
Johnson County, Big Sandy Area) used seven release~­
generated stories in five issues from September through 
November; there were no such stories in the December - '' 
issues. All but one of the releases were reported 
verbatim; the other that was totally rewritten (9-16) 
appeared on page one of the September 19 issue. All 
of the stories were totally paraphrased from the original 
releases. 
All of the releases used were beamed statewide, -
with four of them also beamed to press row. 
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Chart XXIII: Record-Herald 
The Greensburg Record-Herald (circulation 4,402, 
Green County, Lake Cumberland Area) used eight release-
generated stories, six of which were used in September 
and December. Six of the stories were verbatim from the 
original releases, with one generated by release 9-28 
being a major rewrite (5.81 percent verbatim), and 
another, generated by release 11-9, being an ·intermediate 
rewrite (59.09 percent verbatim). All but the 11-9 
story were totally paraphrased from the original releases. 
The 11-9 story was placed on page one of the November 
29 issue. 
All of the releases were beamed statewide, with 
three of them also beamed to press row. 
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Chart XXIII: Record-Herald 
ISSUE ID/BEAM PI.OlNT. VRB'IM.% PRPHRS.% 
9/20 9-17a/S 13/28 100 100 
9/27 9-28/S,P 7/20 (32) 5.81 100 
9-27a/S 17 /20 (32) 100 100 
10/11 10-1/S 9/16 100 100 
11/29 11-9/S,P 1,18/24 (34) ' 59.09 68.18 
12/6 11-26/S,P 14/20 (32) 100 100 
11-27/S (B) 12/12 (32) 100 100 
12/13 12-1/S 9/20 (32) 100 100 




Chart XXIV : Russell County News 
The Russell County News of Jamestown (circulation 
2,445, Lake Cumberland Area) used four release-generated 
stories in two September and one December issue of 
the newspaper. The three stories used in the September 
11 and 25 issues had fairly high prominence, appearing 
on pages two and three. Three of the four stories were 
reported verbatim from the original release, and all 
were totally paraphrased . The story in the September 25 
issue generated by release 9-17 was a major rewrite, 
with a 3.33 verbatim percentage. 
All the releases used were beamed statewide, with 
three of the releases also beamed to press row. 
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Chart XXV: The Tri-City News 
The Tri-City News of Cumberland (circulation 
3,300, Harlan County, Cumberland Valley Area) used one 
release-generated story, in its December 12 issue. 
The story, which appeared on page two, was written 
verbatim from the original 12-2 release. The release 
was beamed statewide and to press row. 
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Chart XXVI: Troublesome Creek-Times 
The Troublesome Creek Times of Hindman (circula-
tion 3,350, Knott County, Kentucky River Area) used 
eight release-generated stories, half of which appeared 
in September. All of the releases were beamed statewide, 
with five of them also being beamed to press row. 
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Chart XXVI: Troublesome Creek Times 
ISSUE ID/BEAM PLCMNT. VRBTM.% PRPHRS.% 
9/12 9-6/S,P 2/16 (28) 86.49 86.49 
9/19 9-17a/S 2/20 (28) 100 100 
9-11/S,P (B) 3/18 (28) 100 100 
9/26 9-28/S,P 21/24 100 100 
10/24 10-13a/S 13/22 100 100 
11/7 10-28/S,P 19/22 100 100 
10-30/S,P 19/22 100 100 
12/5 11-25/S (B) 12/14 100 100 




Two release-generated stories appeared in both tne·c --
September 19 and November 7 issues. All but one of these 
were printed verbatim from the original release; one 
story generated by the 9-6 release was partially rewritten 
(86.49 percent verbatim) and 86.49 percent paraphrased 
from the release. Two-releases received fair prominence 
in the September 12 and 19 issues, appearing on page two; 
another story in the September 19 issue was placed on 
page three of section B. 
75 
Chart XXVII: Union County Advocate 
The Union County Advocate of Morganfield (circu: 
lation 5,235, Green River Area) used six release-generated 
"",:., c 
stories, all of which where totally paraphrased from 
the original releases. Five of the six appeared 
verbatim, with the story generated by release 10-17 
being partially rewritten (93.33 percent verbatim). The 
story generated by release 11-26 in the December 5 
issue, had fairly high prominence, being placed on 
the first page of section B. 
All of the releases were' beamed statewide, with 
three of them also beamed at press row. 
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Chart XXVIII: Wolfe County News 
The Wolfe County News of Campton (circulation 
1,915, Kentucky River Area) used one story in the 
November 23 issue which appeared on_the front page .. 
The story, generated by release 11-11, was totally 
rewritten and 66. 6 7 percent ,;paraphrased from the release. 
The release was beamed to press row and statewide. 
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Other Non-Dai lies 
Chart XXIX : Appalachian News-Express 
The Appalachian News-Express of Pikeville (circu-
lation 10,791, Pike County, Big Sandy Area) is one of 
two newspapers in the study published three times a week. 
The News-Express used 19 release - generated stories, the 
most used by any newspaper in the study. Nine of the 
stories were reported verbatim from the original 
releases, and 15 were totally paraphrased from the 
releases. 
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Chart ·xxrx: AEEalachian News-Express 
ISSUE ID/BEAM PLCMNT. VRBTM.% PRPHRS.% 
9/17 (113) 9-18/P,S 1/12 100 100 
9-19/S,P 1/12 0 100 
9-5/S,P 12/12 100 100 
9/19 (114) 9-10/S,P 7/30 75 100 
9-11/S,P 9/30 100 100 
9-15/S,P 21/30 50 100 
9/21 (115) 9-19/S 1,10/22 12.5 35.42 
9-16/S,P 5/22 8.33 100 
10/17 10-1/S (II) 7 /10 (32) 100 100 
9-25/S,P (III) 5/10 (32) 0 10.71 
11/5 (134) 10-28/S,P 2/16 100 100 
11/7-8 (135) 10-29/S,P 3/8 (38) 100 100 
10-31/S 3/8 (38) 100 100 
11/9 (136) 10-33/S,P 1/10 0 78.95 
11/21 (141)* 11-10/S,P 5/10 (34) 28.57 100 
11/23 (142) 11-9/S,P 1,3/12 31.58 78.95 
12/5 (148) 12-1/S 3/12 (40) 100 100 
12/10-11 (150) 11-27/S 1,12/12 26.09 100 
11-26/S,P 
12/12-13 (151) 12-4/S,P 8/12 100 100 
Verbatim rate: 47.37% 
Total· paraphrase 
rate: 78.95% 
* -- The original issue number appeared as 142, which was a 
misprint. 
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The News-Express had the highest incidence of 
intermediate rewrites, with five. There were also 
three total rewrites and two major rewrites. This news-
paper also had the highest number of release-generated 
stories placed on the front page, with six -- one was 
verbatim, one intermediately rewritten, one mostly re-
written and two totally rewritten. Three of these front 
page stories were totally paraphrased from the original 
releases. 
The News-Express showed the second example of 
two releases generating one story (the other occurred 
in the Bath County News-Outlook -- seep. 49). In the 
December 10-11 issue (issue number 150), releases 11-27 
and 11-26 were used to generate a front-page story 
that was intermediately rewritten (26.09 percent.verbatim) 
and totally paraphrased from the two releases. 
All 20 of the releases used were beamed statewide, 
with five of them also being beamed to press row. 
It should be noted that, to avoid confusion with 
the multiple dates of the newspapers:, the issue number 
was placed next to each number on the-chart. It should 
also~be noted that the issue number for the November 21 
issue (issue #141) was misprinted·in the newspaper 
flag as #142·. 
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Chart XXX: Kentucky Standard 
The Kentucky Standard of Bardstown (circulation 
5,486, Nelson County, Lincoln Trail Area) is the second 
newspaper in the study that is published three times a 
week. The Standard used seven release"generated stories 
with three in September and November, and one in October; 
there were no such stories in the December issues. 
Four of the seven stories were written verbatim 
from the original releases. Of the three that were not 
verbatim, one was partially rewritten (10-33, 88.24 per" 
cent verbatim), one intermediately rewritten (9-7, 50 
percent verbatim) and one totally rewritten (9-26). The 
rewritten story story was 90 percent paraphrased from 
the 9-7; the remainder of the~stories were totally 
paraphrased from the original releases. It should also be 
noted that the story generated by the 9-7 release was 
under an AP byline. This story received high prominence, 
being placed on page two. 
All of the releases were~beamed statewide, with 
four of them also beamed to press row; this included the 
release~that generated the AP story. 
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TABLE I: PRESS RELEASE" USAGE BY NEWSPAPERS 
-- .. - . - . . . . . . <: . id . . ~ ~ bl ~ & ~ ~ w. It 0 ~ f--' 11 I-'· f--' f--' - - - g 'd fn _, "' 0 ~ g - "' Ul f--' f--' I I I .g 
DAILIES 0 \!) 
_, 
"' - I-'· 0 \!) Ul .. 0 R' ro. "'' "" "'' "" ,,, ~-- - - - - . 
Ashland Daily Independent 0 0 0 1 9 2 10 
!30W1ili.g Green Dai.ti News 
. . . - - . . -· . - - . . 
0 0 0 0 3 1 3 
Corbin Times-Tribune 0 0 0 1 4 2 5 
Kentucky Post ·(co\rington) 0 0 0 0 2 1 2 
Lexingtbn Herald-Leader 0 0 1 2 7 3 10 
I.Ouisville Courier-Journal 0 0 0 0 8 4 8 
Murray Ledger and Times 2 0 0 0 4 4 6 
DAILY TOTAIS 2 0 1 3 37 17 44 
NON-DAILIES -- weeklies 
Bath County News-outlook 0 0 1 0 1 1 2 
Cynthiana Democrat 3 1 0 0 0 4 4 
Dawson Springs Progress 10 0 2 0 0 11 12 
Hart County News ·2 0 0 0 0 2 2 
Hickman Courier 3 0 0 1 0 4 4 
Jackson County Sun 0 0 0 0 1 ·o 1 
Journal-Enquirer 5 1 0 0 0 6 6 
Kenton County Recorder 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
Lincoln County Post 2 0 0 0 0 2 2 
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TABLE I con't 
~ 
'ti H ~ f ~ ~ 
.. 
a ~ w. g ~ f.'· I-' I-' . i+ • ~ ~ ~ 'O "' _, "' 0 ~ J 
g 
~ "' lJ1 I-' I-' I I I " 0 '"' _, "' ~ f.'· NON-DAILIES (con't) 0 '"' lJ1 ... 0 (1) .;.o "'° o\O o'P o'P "' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ -
Martin Countian 12 0 0 0 0 12 12 
Mt. Sterling Advocate 11 0 0 0 1 11 12 
News-Democrat 3 0 0 1 0 3 4 
Nevis-Herald 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Olive Hill T:imes 5 1 0 0 0 6 6 
Paintsville Herald 6 0 0 0 1 7 7 
Record-Herald 6 0 1 1 0 7 8 
Russell County News 3 0 0 1 0 4 4 
Tri-City News 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 
Troublesome Creek Times 7 1 0 0 0 6 7 
Union County Advocate 5 1 0 0 0 6 6 
Wolfe County News 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 
WEEKLY '.IX!lTALS 85 5 4 4 3 94 101 
NON-DAILIES -- others 
Appalachian News-Express 9 0 5 2 3 15 19 
Kentucky Standard 4 1 1 0 1 6 7 
Ol'HER NON-DAILY '1'0Tl\LS 13 1 6 2 4 21 26 
. - - - . . . ib 115 127 TOTAL NON-DAILIES 98 6 6 7 
. 
TOTAL. - -· . .. . - . . . 100 .. 6 . 11 ·9 44 . .. 132 171 
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Newspapers With No Department 
Of Education Releases 
1. 'Ihe Berea Citizen,- circUlation 3,227, Madison County, 
Eastern Bluegrass Area. 
2. Bracken County News, Brooksville, circulation 2,308, 
Buffalo Trace Area. 
3. Carlisle County News, Bardwell, circulation 2,149, 
Purchase Area. 
4. 'Ihe Leader, Beaver Dam, circulation 2,500, Ohio County, 
Green River Area. 
5. LEiade:i:-News, Greenville, circulation 9,037, Pennyrii:le Area. 
6. L_eslie -County News, Hyden, circulation 15,500, Kentucky 
River Area. - _ 
7. Licking Valley Courier, West Liberty, circulation 3,975, 
Morgan County, Gateway Area. 
8. Robertson County Review, Mt. Olivet, circulation 395, 
Buffalo Trace Area (bi-weekly). 
9. 'Ihe Star, Mt. Washington, circulation 3,092, Bullitt 
County, Kentuckiana Area. 
10. Tri-City Times, Hardinsburg, circulatiori-1,227;_ 
Breckinr~dge County, Lincoln Trail Area. 
11; 'Ihe Voice, st. Matthews, circulation 6,760, Jefferson 
-.-.. -~---- 22 
County, Kentuckiana Area. 
22The South Wes't.News, the original newspaper chosen by the 
carrputer, · wa,s ·con5olidated with three other newspapers under 'Ihe 
Voice.in the:'spririg:of 1984 by their-publisher. 
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12. Woodford Sun, Versailles, circulation 5,066, Western 
Bluegrass Area. 
IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Overall Results 
The 98 Department of Education releases generated 
a total of 171 stories; 44 were in the dailies and 127 
in the non-dailies. Each of the releases generated, on 
the average, 1.74 stories. About 47 percent of the 
releases were used at least once. The dailies used 22.45 
percent of the releases at least once, the non-dailies 
40.'82 percent. All seven dailies in the study used at 
least two release-generated stories, while 23 of the 35 
non-dailies (65.71 p~rcent) used at least one. Overall, 
each newspaper averaged 4.07 release-generated stories; 
the daily average was 6.29, the non-daily, 3.63. 
Verbatim Rates 
The overall verbatim rate of all 171 release-gene-
rated stories was 58.48 percent. The verbatim rate among 
the dailies was 4.55 percent; among the non-dailies, it 
was 77.17 percent. The total amount of totally rewritten 
stories was 44, or 25.73 percent of all release-generated 
stories. The dailies printed 37 of these rewritten 
stories, which accounted for 84.09 percent of all daily 
release-generated stories. The remaining seven rewritten 
stories in the non-dailies accounted for 5.51 percent 
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percent of release-generated stories. 
There were no partial rewrites among the stories 
in the dailies, while there were six among the stories 
in the non=dailies, or 4.72 percent. Overall, partial 
rewrites accounted for 3.51 percent of all release- ~. 
generated stories in the study. There was one intermediate 
rewrite among the dailies (2.27 percent of their total 
stories).tand 10 among the non-dailies (7.87 percent), 
making the overall percentage 5;43-percent. There were 
three major rewrites among the dailies' stories (6.82 
percent), and six among the non-dailies (4.72 percent), 
making the overall percentage 5.26 percent. 
Overall, there were six newspapers, all non-dailies, 
that had 100 percent verbatim rates. However, two of these 
used only two re-lease-generated s-tories, and two other 
newspapers only used one. The average number of stories 
per newspaper among the 100 percent verbatim newspapers 
was 4.16. 
_Tot!'ll_ Paraphrase· Rates 
The total paraphrase rates of the dailies, non-
dailies and overall were significantly higher that 
the verbatim rates. The overall total paraphrase per-
centage was 77.19 percent, or 132 of the 171 release-
generated stories that appeared in the study. In the 
dailies, 17 of the 44 stories, or 38.64 percent, were 
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totally paraphrased from the original releases. Among 
the non-dailies, there were 115 totally paraphrased 
stories out of a total 127, a total paraphrase rate of 
90.55 percent. 
There were 12. newspapers.-that had 100 percent 
total paraphrase rates among the non-dailies. There were 
no such newspapers among the dailies. The average number 
of stories used by each of the 100 percent paraphrase 
newspapers was 4.58. 
Of the stories that were not totally paraphrased, 
2.3 overall had a paraphrase percentage of 50 ·percent 
or above; 14 of these appeared in the dailies,. riine of 
them in the non-dailies. In examining the low.amount _ 
of such stories.;among the non-dailies as opposed to the 
dailies; the 90.55 percent total paraphrase rate for 
non-dailies must be kept in mind. 
Circulation and Geographic Correlations 
General:).y, circulation appeared to have no effect 
on how newspapers used the·state:press.releases. As 
was mentioned before, there were not enough daily news-
papers in the study to draw a conclusion about them 
in regards to circulation. There was no pattern among 
the non-dailies to suggest that circulation had any 
effect on how the press releases were used. The use of 
the press releases varied widely with each progressively 
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larger newspaper. 
Geography, in general, also did not seem to affect 
the use of the Department of Education releases, although 
the geographic distribution of the.newspapers suggested 
that the releases were· most used in the Eastern and 
Western extremes of the state. One reason no correlation 
can be drawn between geographic location and press release 
use is the widespread scattering of the newspapers that 
did not use the releases. However, the map does show 
a low use of the releases around the larger cities areas 
in Kentucky, inclftding··Lexington (Eastern Bluegrass Area), 
Louisville (Kentuckiana Area) and Cincinnati, Ohio (Nor~ 
thern Kentucky Area). This could suggest a low use of 
the release by newspapers near large city area in Kentucky, 
particularly near Cincinnati. However, the state dailies 
in Lexington and Loftisville had above average totals 
of release-generated stories (eight and 10, respectively, 
compared with the 6.29 stories per daily average), 
which would suggest no correlation.in regard to large 
Kentucky cities. Furthermore, this pattern was .not 
evident with the areas around Bowling Green and Ashland, 
although it should be noted they are considerably smaller. 
than the three cities mentioned above. There. was also no 
correlation in press release use and the distance from 
Frankfort, their origin. 
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Again, it should be mentioned that there were 
not enough dailies in the study to draw any conclusions 
about any correlations between their location and use 
of state press releases. 
Discussion 
Overall, the results of this study seemed to 
support the findings of Cutlip, Kaid and Sachsman and, 
to a great extext, contradict those of the Martin/Sin-
gletary study. 
In examining Martin and Singletary's conclusions, 
however, it must be noted that there were several key 
findings that were found in both studies. One was the 
conclusion that geographic location and circulation -, ,..,,, 
played no role in how the releases were used by the ., --~ 
newspapers. It was also found in both studies that there 
was an "all or nothing" approach in using the releases 
verabtim that is, the releases were either used 
verbatim or were totally rewritten. In this study,-the 
majority of the releases in the dailies were totally 
rewritten (84.09 percent); in the non-dailies, most~ 
of the stories were used verbatim (77.17 percent). As 
was shown earlier, partial, intermediate and major 
rewrites were rare in occurrence. 
Nonetheless, the 58.48 percent verbatim rate in 
this study contrasted sharply with Martin and Singletary's 
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19.5 percent verbatim rate. The 58.48 percent verbatim 
rate in this study, in fact, was very close to the 60 
percent verbatim rate in the Kaid study. Thus, the 
verbatim rate in this study, along with the high total 
paraphrase rates, supported Kaid, Cutlip·and.Sachsman's 
suggestion that the media, particularly newspapers, 
rely heavily on press releases for information. This 
study suggests, for the most part, that Kentucky reporters 
and editors did not check the facts presented by the 
Department of Education releases. This was indicated 
especially by the paraphrase percentages recorded among 
dailies (38.64 percent), non-dailies (90.55 percent), " 
and overall (77.19 percent). Thus, even though a. release-
generated story may have appeared on its face to have , ,_ 
been totally changed, it was more likely in this study 
to have been a mere rewrite of the release with no change 
or verification of the facts. 
Of course, the high verbatim and total paraphrase 
rates in this study may not necessarily have been the 
result of reporters and editors "abandoning- their 
watchdog role." Many of the total paraphrased stories 
that appeared in the dailies, for example, were under 
a wire service byline. This could suggest-that the 
wire service writers were under deadline pressure and 
may not have had enough time to confirm the facts in 
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the releases. 
As for the non-dailies, many of the verbatim 
stories did not have high prominence.in the newspaper, 
which could suggest that a good part of them might have 
been used more for filling extra space than anything 
else. It must also be noted that the non-dailies, in.all 
probabiiity, do not have the resources or manpower to 
cover the Department of Education like the statewide 
dailies, and do not subscribe to wire services like the 
other 0 dailies .. In fact, the Kentucky Standard of Bards-
town.was the only non-daily in the study to use a 
wire service story (seep. 80). Thus, a non-daily 
reliance on press releases could be better understood in 
Jiightl6f;1their'.limits on gathering statewide news. 
Nonetheless, the verbatim and paraphrase per-
centages indicated that much of the information provided 
by the Department of Education releases, particularly 
among the non-dailies, went unchecked by the,newspaper: 
gatekeepers, be they reporter or editor. 
The results from this study also indicated an 
effective public relations effort on the part of the 
Department of Education. The 98 press releases, it 
should be noted, generated 171 stories in the 42 
newspapers in this study, which represented: on~-quarter 
of the state's newspapers. Two types of future studies 
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could be conducted to determine the department's effective-
ness, as well as expand on the findings of this study: 
1) A comparison study could be conducted using 
other Kentucky state agencies; 
2) A complete statewide study, .. whi~h would include 
all Kentucky newspapers, could be conducted; 
this,expanded.study·would require much more 
time than the 11 months used for this study. 
The services of a clipping service would:also 
be helpful. 
Future studies on: newspaperr.use oL· state press 'releases 
could incorporate a third basic measurement along with 
the verbatim and paraphrase measurements: that is, the 
"totality" of a.release within a given story. In-other 
words, how much 'of the information from a release is - '-
used in a given story? A story in this study may have 
been verbatimuor/totaliy:.paraphrasedsfrom a release, and 
yet the entire release may not have been used in the 
process. This measurement could, .in future studies such 
as this and Martin/Singletary, .provide a more in-depth 
analysis of the reliance of newspapers on government 
press~releases,for information. 
APPENDIX A 
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FRANKFORT, KY. (Sept. 4, 1984) The Kentucky School Building Authority today 
installed a new executive director and elected officers who will lead the group 
as it helps local school districts finance construction pr~jects. 
Superintendent of ~ublic Instruction Alice McDonald introduced Don 
Fightmaster, whom she· appointed to tbe director'~ post last month. Fightmaster 
is director of the Department of ECucation's Pupil Transportation and Insurance 
Services divisions. 
n0on came to Education in January and immediately got tb work dnd showed us 
how we could save a great deal ·Of ucney," McDonald said. ~I'm sure !Je will bring 
that expertise to the School Building·Authority." 
Following the.authority's custom, Fightmaster also will serve as secretary-
treasurer of the group. His assistant will be Kay LykinS, an enployee of the 
School Building Authority, 
Elected vice chairman was T. K. Stone, a retired school sup~rinterident from 
Elizabethtown. 
The authority accepted progress reports on construction issues in Graves 
and Letcher counties and discussed the feasibility of a survey of school facilities 
to measure future construction and remodeling needs. 
The School Building Authority's next meeting is scheduled for OCt. JO. 
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from the Kentucky Department of Education 
Allee McDonald, Superintendent of Public lnstrudlan 
CONTACT: 
Barbara McOaniel. 
Telephone (502) 564-4770 
PRESS ROW 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 4, 1984) -- "Dropout Prevention in Kentucky". 
will be the topic of a one-hour program to be aired on Kentucky Educational 
Television at 11 a.l'I. Wednesday (Sept. 5). 
The program was produced by the Kentucky Department of Education and 
, KET as in:serv1ce training for teachers and includes infonnation about dropout 
proble~ and possible solutions. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald said the show was 
designed to gfve parents and educators a better understanding of the dropout 
problem in Kentucky and to highlight activities designed to reduce d_ropouts. 
The first part of the program features Joanne Brook!, director of the 
department's Division of Compensatory Education, and David Jackscn, director 
of the dropout prevention unit, who will discuss the characteristics of school 
dropouts and costs associated with the dropout problem. 
Solutions are offered in the second half by Kae Crenshaw, director of 
an elementary dropout prevention program in the Henry County schools known as 
Project Pal, and Girdell Watts, writer and director of a secondary program in the 
Knott County schools known as Project TALL, for Transitional Alternate Learning 
Laboratory. 
Tbe program will be hosted by Millif Fazey of KET. It will be followed 
t>Y a one·hour documentary, 11 Dropping Out: What'>.It"s Worth~" to be aired· at 7 p.rri. 
Nov. 12. The documentary will include interviews with students and professionals 
in the area of dropout prevention and will feature effective programs to prevent 
school dropouts. 








from th_e l{entucky Department o{EducaUon 
Allee McDonald. Superintendent of Public Instruct.Ion 
STATEWIDE AND PRESS ROW 
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Telephone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky.- (Sept. 5, !984) -- Measures to ensure the integrity 
of the statewide testing program for students in Kentucky schools will be 
considered by the state Advisory Comnittee on Educational Improvement. 
A subconmittee headed by David Lusk, Superintendent of the Covington Independent 
Schools, was named at a meeting in Frankfort today (Sept. 5) to begin developing 
a code of ethics for administration of the Comprehensive Tests of Basic Skills, 
which will be expanded to include tests of essential skills, beginning this school 
year. 
Other subcorrmittee menber:s are Mary DeBow, principal of Morningside Elementary 
School in Hopkinsville; Rebecca Goad, who teaches at Western Kentucky University 
and is a menber of the Edroonson County School Board; and Frank Simpson, a fonner 
assistant superintendent of the Jefferson County Schools. 
Rebecca Brown, associate superintendent for research and planning in the 
state Department of Education, told members of the convnittee that there was no 
evidence of cheating on the tests but that it was essential to establish safeguards 
to guarantee the test results. 
Speaking in behalf of Superintendent' of Public Instruction Alice McDonald, 
she asked the corrmittee to present recorrmendations to protect the integrity 
of the test>.by Dec. 31. 
"I consi~er it imperative that we have absolute faith and trust in the 
test results and that we are able to guarantee their integrity to the legislators," 
Brown said. 
The instruction and testing of students from kindergarten through 





grade 12 from lists of essential skills in five subject areas were ordered 
by Senate ~ill 169, epproved by the 1984 General Assembly. 
Brown said the advisory corrmittee would also play a central role 
in the implementation of Senate Bill 202, which provides for the Department 
of ·Education to intervene if a local district is detennined to be academically 
deficient. 
"Accountability seems to have become the theme of this administration, 
as 1 think it should be," she said. asenate Bill 202 ts one of the most 
significant p)eces of accountabi11.ty legislation given to us this year." 
H.M. Snodgrass, director of the departrrent's planning unit, said 
districts with deficiencies would be asked to submit improvement plans containing 
timetables for removing those deficfenci~s. 
If a district fails to rreet its deadlines, it will be up to the 
corrmittee to revier-i the situation and make recoimiendatfons for action to the 
superintendent, he said. 
Henry Pogue, a Fort Thomas real estate developer and a member of the 
State Board of Education, was elected chairman at the meeting. O'Leary Meece, 
retired superintendent of the Sorrerset schools and also a member of the state 
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( from Use Kentucky Department of Education Sou~~~~ce s~:a~e:~~~:ld 
( 
and Planning 
Alice McDonald, Superintendent of Public lnstructlon 
CONTACT: 
Barbara McDaniel 
Telephone (502) 564-4770 
STATF.Y-ITDE AND PP.ESS ROW (by Susan McDonald} 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 6, 1984) - Positive feelings, improvement 
in test-taking skills and community involvement in schools are a few of 
the initial benefits of the School Effectiveness Project, according to 
officials in the Kentucky Department of Education and in participating 
school districts. 
Although the program is only tvo years old, educators are pleased 
with the results achieved so far- and are giving the program partial 
credit for this year's improved test scores. 
All but one of the 21 participating public school districts 
posted higher scores this year on the Comprehensive Test of Basic 
Skills, and one district maintained the level achieved last year. 
nwe are very pleased vith the results achieved by these 
districts," Superintendent of Public Instruction Ali~e McDonald said. 
"Schools can clearly improve their awn efforts, but in districts 
where a cycle of discouragement has prevailed for a period of time, 
the School Effectiveness Project approach can overcome it," 
¥.cDonald attri~uted the gains to a concentration on "time on 
task, 11 or time devoted to instructional activities; the construction 
of pos:;_.:tive attitudes; and improved instructional leadership. 
(more) 
When our schools work. Kentucky works. 
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Because the program is still young and many factors are 
involved in school improvement, department officials are hesitant 
to call the project a miracle-worker, despite the improved test scores. 
Kay Anne Wilborn, director of the department's Division of 
School Improvement, said, "We feel that it is a really good project, 
but I don't think you can obtain a true reading for two or three 
more years." 
Ihe School Effectiveness Project was initiat~d two years ago 
to help lower-ranked distficts analyze and improve instructional 
practices. 
Tveney-five districts were initially invited to take patt 
in the program. They were targeted primarily because they had the 
lowest scores on the CTBS. 
Ten districts agreed to participate in the pilot project during 
the 1982-83 school year,. and 11 more ·joined during the second year. 
Teams of education officials visited participating districts 
and found that the most prevalent problems involved lack of curriculum 
i:naterials 1 minimal community involvement, lack of instructional 
leadership, lack of high expectations and lack of rewards for teachers 
and students. 
Department of Education staff.members then conducted in-service 
training sessions, leadership conferences and other activities, and 
helped each district compose en improvement plan to meet its specific needs. 
"'lbe crucial thing seems to be awareness 1 " Wilborn said. "We 
try to see that the districts become more aware of hmt to use thei: test 
results, have them think about rewards for teachers and students and 














The program also tries to acquaint parents with ways to help 
their children do well in school. 
"Siriiple thing:s like making sure children go to bed at a reasonable 
hour and have proper nutrition 111B.ke a big difference." lr:ilbom said. 
"We also try to encourage high expectations for all children, 
not just the ones who are consistently at the top of the class. 11 
Officials in participating districts spoke highly of the project, 
although most agreed that other factors were also involved in their 
increased test scores. 
Nancy.Stout, instructional supervisor in the Spenc~r County 
school system, said diagnostic use of test results, practice in 
test-taking skills and an improved self-imag~ were among the factors 
involved 1n her district's illlprovement. 
''I do feel the School Effectiveness PrOject has been a big factor, 
although ve began working on some of those problems.about five years 
ago," she said. 
"Th.is has been the first t:ll!le we've had a team to take an 
objective look at the district. They've reinforced some of the good 
things as well as working on our problems. We've improved our 
self-concept and raised our expectatiops." 
John Willis Smith, superintendent of the Jack.son County schools, 
agreed that increased awareness had been a factor in his district 1 s 
higher scor~s , 
"We 'Ve· increased our awareness about the test scores and how 
to use them, 11 he said. 
:."We've also placed greater emphasis on attendance and it:rproved our 
communication with the community. We've been getting some articles in the 
paper about school ai;tivities, and we've improv~d our internal communications. 11 
(more) 













Pineville Independent Schools Superintendent Ronald F, Jones 
said that although bis district bad only been involved with the project 
a short time, it had made a difference. 
"Utilizing our test results in the classroom has been very 
helpful to us.'' Jones said. 
''Teacher evaluations and revards for the kids have a],_so been 
effective. ·When we've been involved longer, we hope to 
~ee sn increase in parent in vol vemen t," 
Pineville was the big vinner in this year's CTBS results• with 
overall scores rising 22.3 points. The Clinton County system, also a 
participant in the School Effectiveness Project, recorded a gain of 
12.1 points. 
Nine participating districts increased their scores by between 
five and IO points, including Casey, FlOyd 1 Jackson, Leslie, !fa&offin. 
Martin, Rockcastle end Spencer counties and the Covington Independent: 
district. 
Nine other systems recorded increases of up to five points. 
11zey were Breathitt, Harlan 1 Knott 1 Lawrence, I.etcher, McCreary, 
Menifee and Whitley cotmt:ies and the Richmond Independent schools. 
Providence Independent Schools maintained the same results 
as last: year 1 but that score was 2. 7 points higher than its average in 
1982 1 the year before the School Effectiveness Project began. 
-30-
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Source: Ruby Sexton 
Office of Research 
and Planning 
Alice McDonald. Superintendent of Pu.bllc Instruction CONTACT: 
Barbara McDaniel 
Telephone (502} 561'.,.-4770 
STATEWIDE 
FRANKFORT, Ky. {Sept. 6. 1984) -- A series of educational programs 
to be used in conjunction with computer instruction 1n soire Kentucky school 
districts will begin airing on Kentucky Educational Television this week. 
Two regular programs. "Educational Computing" and "Educational Computing 
Software Screens," will be offered during school hours, and the 30-minute 
"Educational Computing" show will also be seen at 6:30 p.m. EDT (5:30 p.m. CDT) 
Saturdays beginning Sept. 22. 
"Educational Computing" will begin at 3 p.m. EDT Sept. 7 (2 p.m. CDT), 
and the 15-minute software program will air at 8:45 a.m. EDT Fridays (7:45 a.m. 
CDT) beginning Sept. 14. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald said.the.programs would 
help provide more effective computer instruction in schools and would give members 
of the public unfamiliar with computers greater insight into their applications. 
Nine new productions for "Ed~c:ational Computing" will be shown 
during the school year. Dates and times will vary. 
lWten our sei"lools work. Kentucky works. 
-- ------ ------·-- -----------
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( from the Kentucky Department ofEducalion 
Allee McDonald, Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Source: Ruby Sexton 




Telephone (502} 564-4770 
STATEWIDE 
FRANKFORT, K,y. (Sept. 6, 1984) -- The Kentucky Department of Education 
1s encouraging high schools throughout the state to fonn local chapters of the 
National Art Honor Society. 
The purpose of the organization is to recognize excellence in art 
among high school students and to encourage participation fn art by all studer.ts, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald said. 
The organization, which was established in 1978, has chapters throughout 
c~ the United States. The society was developed by the National Art Education 
Association to prcmote art education among high school students. Membership is 
open to sophomores, juniors and seniors. 
( 
aAlthough the emphasis of my administration is on improving instruction 
in the academic subjects, we want to encourage students talented in the arts to 
develop their creative abilities as wel1, ... 'McDonald said. 
The National Art Honor Society also conducts a scholarship program and 
acts as a clearinghouse to provide infonnation about other available art scholarships. 
·More infonnation is available from Juanita Peterson, Educational ImP,rovement Unit, 
Kentucky Department of Education, Capital Plaza Tower, Frankfort, KY. 40602, 
telephone (502) 564-2672. 




( from the Kentucky Deparlment of Education 
Alice McDonald, Sup~rlntendent of Public Jnstru.ctlon 
STATEWIDE AND PRESS ROW 
Source: Ruby Sexton 




1):lephone (502} 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 6, 1984) -- Outstanding achievements in vocational 
education will be honored at the annual award~ luncheon of the Kentucky Department 
of Education's O.ffice of Vocational Education at 11:30 a.m. Tuesday (Sept. 11) 
at the Capital Plaza Hotel. 
On.hand to pay tribute to the award-winning students, teachers and 
programs will be Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald; Wilburn 
Pr~tt, head of the Office of Vocational Education; James Ratcliffe, chainnan of 
(· the State Board of Education; Charles Furr, vice chainnan of the State Advisory 
Council on Vocational Education; and Jack Hatfield, the council •.s executive director. 
Awards Kill be presented to the outstanding teacher and student in 
vocational education and the outstanding adult-level program. In addition, an 
individual, student, handicapped student and two organizations Will· be honored for 
special achievements or service to vocational education. 
Nominations for all the awards came from the state's 14 vocational 
regions, and the winners were selected by the State Advisory Council on Vocational 
Education. All nominees will receive certificates of recognition at the luncheon. 
The winners, who were previously notified of their selection, include 
Suzanne K. Wilson, who teaches respiratory therapy at the Madisonville Health 
·Occupation~ Annex, outstanding teacher; and Glenda 11Yatt 1 who is studying dental 
,assisting at the Bowling Green S~ate Vocational-Technical School,outstandi_ng student. 
The Secretary's Award for outstanding adult program, sponsored by the 
1,1.S. Department of Education, will go to the conmercial foods program Qf 
MORE 
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(. Elizabethtown State Vocational-Technical School. The program, headed by 
Mary FranceS canton~ is now in competition for the national Secretary's Award. 
(-
In a recogriition program sponsored by the National Advisory Council 
on Vocational Education, Wilson will be honored for outstanding service by an 
individual to vocational education, and Myatt will receive an award for special 
achievement by a student. 
The award for outs~anding achievement by a handicapped student will 
go to Stephen Dale Flatt, a student in diesel lll!thanics at Somerset State 
Vocational-Technical School. 
The national council will also honor two organizations, the Pineville 
Comnunity Hospital Association and the Percer County Builders Association, for· 
services in support of vocational education programs. 
16 
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· from the Kentucl<y Department of Education 
Alice McDonald, Superintendent of Public Jnstructlon 
Source: Ruby Sextvn 
Office of Research 
and Planning 
STATEWIDE AND PRESS ROW 
CONTACT, 
Barbara McDaniel 
Telephone (502} 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 6, 1984) -- The Kentucky Corrm~ssion for the Deaf 
and Hearing Impaired heard a report on the status of a survey being conducted 
by its education task force at a meeting in Frankfort yesterday. (Sept. 5). 
Laurel True, secretary of the State Board of Education, said the 
corrmission would present its preliminary findings and rEcormendations to the 
state board at its November meeting. 
True, who represents Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald 
(-_ en the corrmission, sald McDonald was •very interested in trying to address the 
problem of deaf education" and had included that in her charge to Lois Adams, who 
heads the Dep~rtment of Education's Office of Education for Exceptional Children. 
( 
Terry Hostin, a teacher at the Kentuc~y School for the Deaf in 
Danville. was elected chainnan at the meeting. Named to serve with him were 
Shannon Crandt-11 of Danville, a vocational rehabilitation counselor, and Kent 
Mann, a teaching supervisor at the Kentucky School for the.Deaf. 
Members also approved the reappointment of ~athy Daniel to the 
·colllllission and narred Phillip Huddleston to replace Janice Garrett of Lexington. 
They were recorrmended by a nominating and selection co11111ittee headed by state 
Sen. David Karem, D-Louisville. 
Daniel is director of the Louisville Deaf Oral School. Huddleston, 
who lives in Lexington, i~ an administrative assistant with the Legislative 
Research Co11111issio11. 
gg 




SOURCE: Fran Salyers 
.Office of Research & Planning 
from the Kentucky Department of Education 
Allee f1cDonald. Superintendent of Publlc Jnstructlon 
STATEWIDE & PRESS ROW 
CONTACT: 
Barbara McDaniel 
Telephone (502} 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, KY. (Sept. 6, 1964) -- The most recent unemployment roster included 
more than 9.5 percent of the Kentucky labor force. More than 20 percent of the state's 
adults are "functionally illiterate," unable to read or write well enough to cope 
with many of the demands of daily life. 
Department of Education officials believe that the link between adult illiteracy 
and unemployment is a strong one and are joining forces with another state agency to 
break it. Their efforts are attracting national attention. 
The Department of Education, with its long-established network of adult education 
programs, and the Cabinet for Human Resources, with funding provided urider the federal 
Job Training Partnership Act, are attacking the problem of adult illiteracy in Kentucky. 
It is no small problem. 
According to departJnent statistics, Kentucky ranks last among the states in the 
educational attainment of its adult populatiOn. Forty-seven percent of the state's 
adults 25 years of age and older do not have high school diplomas. one-third of the 
people in that age group have not gone to school past the eighth grade. 
The Department of Education has offered adult education programs since 1966 and 
now serves more than 23,000 people every year. Now, with funding from Human Resources, 
the department is el;'Panding adult education services. 
The fun~ go to local agencies that help adults learn to read better. The total 
_allocation for 1983-84 totaled $213,233. This year's allocation is still being 
negotiated, but Department of Education officials expect a substantial increase. 
-MORE-
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Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald calls the liaiSon between 
( Education and Human Resources a "productive linkage" that is meeting a genuine need. 
(- . 
( 
•Host of the ad~lts who enroll in adult education tell us their enrollment is 
employment-related·. They want to get a job or get a better job," McDonald said. "Many 
have low incomes and are eligible for the kinds Of training programS offered through 
Buman Resources, but they can't read Or write well enough to take advantage of the programs. 
•This project helps them jump that hurdle, to preprie themselves for training so 
they can prepare themselves for jobs. The average a9e of projeCt participants is 29, 
which.means each has 25 or more years of emplOyment ahead." 
McDonald said the Job Traininq Partnership Act funds allowed a substantial increase 
in the number of adults served by adult education programs last year. In 1983-84 the 
project financed 21 local programs that in three months of operation served 750 students 
new to the adult education system, she said, and those students made significant 
academic progress. 
•For every 75 hours of instruction they received, students in the project 
averaged gains of 1.37 g~ade ,levels in their reading skills," McDonald said. aGains 
like that make us know the program is getting• the job don~. a 
Sharon Darling, director of the Department of Education's Division of Adult 
Education, believes the project has been successful because it uses an existing adult 
education network arid proven teaching methods. 
All local programs financed by the project are based.on the· Jefferson County 
Adult Reading Program, whiCh Darling said has become a national model and has been 
adopted by more than 200 school districts in the United ~tates. 
•This teaching plan has exceeded our most optimistic expect~tions,a she said. 
•The U.S. Department of Education has named it an exemplary p~ogram because it is a 
more efficient:method of teaching reading and retraining adult students than other 
adult education programs in the nation.• 
The Jefferson County Adult Reading Program was developed with:financing from 




l Page 3 
( 
(-
National Diffusion Network, a federal fun~ing system that makes exemplary education 
programs available to schools, colleges and other institutions. 
One of the project-financed local programs used the Jefferson County method to 
teach adults with physical or mental disabilities. The Eastern Kentucky Comprehensive 
Rehabilitation Center in Thelma (Johnson County) served 40 disabled adults in 1983-84. 
•The program is a unique collaboration between the National Diffusion Network, 
the Jefferson County Adult Reading Program, the Cabinet for Human Resources, and the 
Adult Education and Vocational Rehabilitation d~visions Of the Department of Education," 
Darling said. The program was featured in June at a national conference on combining 
resources and infonnation to improve literacy services to adults with disabilities. 
"At that conference, Kentucky emerged as a leader in the networking concept,n 
Darling said. "Requests for more information h"ave come from 34 states." 
She added that the success of the program in Thelma has prompted Department 
of Education staff members to begin work on a stronger network between the agency's 
adult, community, vocational and special-education programs and vocational rehabilitation 
efforts. 
A resource guide for adult services is being produced as a part of the 
networking project. 
8 8 
NOTE TO EDITORS AND NEWS DIRECTORS: The adult literacy programs that received Job 
Training Partnership Act funds for 1983-84 are listed below. Those marked with an 
asterisk also have applied for 1984-85 funds. Decisions on this year's allocations 
are expected within two weeks. 
Adair·county Board of Education, contact Marlene Haney, (606). 678-5821. 
•Ashland Indepei'.ident Board of Education, contact Suzanne Hyre, (606) 329-9777. 
casey County Board of Education, contact Marlene Haney, (606) 678-5821. 






, Pi:tge 4 
*David School (David, Ky.), contact Daniel Greene, (606) 886-8374. 
•East Kentucky Comprehensive Rehabilitation Center, contact TGriy Hibpschman, (606) 789-1440. 
•Frankfort Independent Board of Education, contact Rose Polsgrove, (502) 223-7793. 
*Harding county Board of Education, contact Twyla Hanna, (502) 765-4186. 
*Henderson Community College, contact Ms. E. J. Logan, (502) 827-1867. 
":Jefferson County Board of Education, contact Buell Snyder, (502) 456-3400. 
•Kentucky Valley Educational Cooperative, ·contact carson Slone, (6°06) 439-2311. 
*Laurel County Board of Education, contact Doug Miller, (606) 864-5414. 
*Maysville Community College, contact Barbara Campbell, (606) 759-7141, 
McCreary County Board of Education, contact Marlene Haney, (606) 678-5821. 
•Montgomery County Board of Education, contact Don Patrick, (606) 498-5864. 
•Murray State Upiversity, contact Charles.Guthrie, (502) 762-3055. 
•Owensboro Independent Board of Education, contact Billy Chandler, (502) 686-1000. 
Pulaski County Board of Education, contact Ed Webb, (606) 679-1123. 
Taylor County Board of Education, contact Joseph Brockman, (502) 465-5371. 
•onion College, contact Susie Hale, (606) 546-4151. 
Wayne County Board of Education, contact Marlene Haney, (606) 678-5821. 
Applicants for 1984-85 funds also include the Boone Adult Workshop Activity 
Center in Florence, Bluegrass Community Action Agency, the Kentucky Department of 
Corrections, Morehead State University, and the boards of education for the following 
school districts: Boone county, Caldwell County, Covington Independent. Estill County, 
Floyd County, Hickman County, Marion County. Martin County, Paducah Independent, 
Powell County and Somerset Independent. 
110 
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from th~ Kentucky Department of Education 
Allee McDonald. Superintendent of f'Ubllc Instruction 
Source: Sheila Potter 






Telephone (S02) 564-4770 
PRESS ROW 
FRANKFORT, Ky. Cs'ept. 7, 1984) -- The advisory collll1ittee on teacher 
testing·and internship has developed recolllllendations for the use of the 
National Teachers Exam in Kentucky. 
The recol!lllendations, discussed at the conrnittee's meeting this rrorning 
in Frankfort, include proposed cut-off scores and test dates. The recom-
mendations will be submitted to the State Board of Education for approval 
on Wednesday (Sept. 12). 
The actions of the colllllittee are the result of a law enacted by the 
1984 legislature. The law requires that all teacher candidates graduating 
after Jan. 1. 1985, must have passed the National Teachers.Exam Prior to certification. 
The exam will be administered in Kentucky for the first time in 
December. 
"The results of the National Teachers Exam will provide Kentucky with 
the indicator of the quality of both the teachers and the 1:eacher institutions 
in the conroonwealth," said Alice McDonald, superintendent of public instruction. 
When our schools work. Kentucky works. 
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i:erephone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, KY. (Sept. 7, 1984) -- Representatives of 34 Kentucky sChool systems 
and colleges will meet in Louisville next week for lessons on how to establish local 
programs to teach adults to read. 
The participants are literacy coordinators appointed by their districts, and the 
training is sponsored by the Kentucky Department of Education. The event will be 
Sept. 10 through 13 at St. Augustine School, 1314 W. Broadway in Louisville. 
Participants will come from school systems that have received "mini-grants" 
from $120,000 in federal Adult Education Act money e~rmarked for development and staff 
training projects. 
"These grants finance local programS in which volunteers help professional 
educators teach adults how to read," said Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice 
McDonald. "Through the local programs, many people have an opportunity to be part of 
the solution to one of Kentucky's major education problems." 
Susan Paull, a project coordinator for the Department of ·Education, says those 
who attend will receive information on recruiting and training local volunteers to 
work closely with adults learning to read. 
"Adult literacy students generally require a great deal of individual attention," 
Paull said. •They need help not !=Inly with reading, but with motivation and self-esteem. 
Trained volunte~rs can do a tremendous job." 
. Participants also will receive instruction on keeping records, supervising and 
monitoring volunteer staffs, garnering community ~upport and evaluating program results. 
-MORE-
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All training will be based on a nationally recognized model literacy program 
developed in Kentucky. Paull said the model has been highly successful not only in 
Kentucky but in other states as well. 
Adult literacy mini-grant recipients include the following county school systems; 
Bourbon, Clinton, Christian, Estill, Fayette, Franklin, Greenup, Hardin, Harlan, 
Harrison, Hopkins, Lawrence, Marion, Martin, Montgomery, Owen, Powell, Russell, Spencer, 
Trigg and Wood.ford. 
Independent school systems receiving the program development mini-grants include 
Ashland, Augusta, Bowling Green, Covington, Danville, Glasgow, Paducah and Somerset. 
one private school, David School in Floyd County, also received one of the 
34 grants. 
Other recipients include Henderson Community College, Morehead State University, 
( Murray State University and Union College. 
Additional information is available from Susan Paull at the four-day meeting 
or from Sharon Darling, director of the Department of Education's Division of Adult 
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Alice McDonald, S~perlntendent of Public Ii1.structlan 
FOR LOCAL MEDIA 
(School districts participating in 
Training for Literacy Coordinators) 
o(r'). l't-
SOURCE: Fran Salyer~ 
Office of Research & Planning 
CONTACT: 
Barbara McDaniel 
Telef>hone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, KY. (Sept._, 1984) - The question "Why can't Johnny read?" becomes 
even more poiqnilnt when "Johnny" is 32 or 27 or 34 or 56 years old. 
Adult illiteracy is a major concern in Kentucky, and one (MAN, WOMAN, TEACHER, ETC.) 
in (CITY, COUNTY, AREA) is joining With ~tate education officials to 
attack the problem, at the· local level. 
(PARTICIPANT) was one of ~~-participants in a four-day training 
session (LAST WEEK) (SEPT, 10 through 13) in Louisville. The Department of F.ducation 
~ffered training on how to set up a local adult reading program. 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald has named adult illiteracy 
as one of her top-priority concerns. Her office estimates that more than 20 percent of 
Kentucky's adults cannot read or write well enough to cope with l!laDY of the demands of 
daili life. 
(PARTICIPANT} said the training focused on recruiting and training volunteers 
to help provide one-on-one help to adults learriin~ to read. The (SCHOOL OR COLLEGE) 
has received a "mini-grantn of $ to establish a volunteer-b~sed adult 
literacy program. 
Participants also received training and.idea~ on managing the program, supervising 
a volunteer staff, garnering coimnunity support and evaluating program results. 
(PARTICIPANT) says the training w:ill be put to use in (CITY, COUNTY, AREA) 
Pl~ns are being made to -. • • • • • • 
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from ttie Kentucky Department of Education 
Source: Ruby Sexton 
Office of Research 
and Planning 
( 
Allee HcDonald. Superintendent of Public Instruction 
STATEWIDE AND PRESS ROW 
CONTACT, 
Barbara McDaniel 
Telephone (502} 564-47i0 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 11, 1984) -- State education officials and 
members of the State Advisory Council on Vocational Education paid tribute to 
outstanding achievements in vocational education at a luncheon today (Sept. 11) 
at the Capital Plaza Hotel. 
uvocational education provides the critical link between Education and 
work,u Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald told the award winners. 
"The students and teachers who are receiving awards today are being recognized 
beca1.1se they are outstanding in both areas." 
She urged the students, teachers and businesses being honored to join 
educators in working "to instill a· respect for learning in all of Kentucky's 
citizens" and helping to improve the state's image in education. 
"Excellence breeds excellence, and those of you who are being honored 
today are charged with imparting your desire to excel to others," McDqnald said. 
The awards were presented by McDonald and James Ratcliffe, chainnan 
of the State Board of Education, assisted by Jack Hatfield, executive director 
of the State Advisory Council on Vocational Education. 
MORE 
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Suzanne K. Wilson. who teaches respiratory therapy at the Madisonville 
Health Octf.!Pations Annex, received the a·ward for outstanding teacher and was 
also honored by the National Advisory Council on Vocational Education for 
outstanding service by an individual to vocational education. 
The award for outstanding student went to Glenda Myatt, who is 
studying dental assisting, at the Bowling Green State Vocational-Technical 
School. Myatt also received the national council's award for out~tanding 
achievement by a student. 
Th£: colTlllercial foods program of Elizabethtown State Vocational-Technical 
School was recognized as state winner of the Secretary's Award from -the U.S. 
Deparmnt of Education. The program, .headed by Mary Frances Canton, is the 
state's entry in competition for the national Secretary's Award. 
The award for outstanding achievement by a handicapped student was 
(_ presented to Stephen Dale Flatt, a student in diesel mechanics at Somerset State 
Vocational-Technical School. The award is sponsored by the National Advisory 
Council on Vocational Education. Flatt was also a finalist for outstanding student. 
In another recognition program sponsored by the national council, 
the Pineville Co111nunity Hospital-Association and the Mercer County Builders 
Association were honored for their services in support of vocational education 
programs. 
Nominations for all the awards came from the s.tate•s 14 vocational 
regions, and the winners were selected by the State Advisory Council on Vocational 
Education. Certificates of recognition we~ awarded to all nominees at the luncheon. 
Other finalists for outstanding teacher were Brenda Faughn, business 
and office, Fulton County Area 'f9cational Education Center; Bettie R. MajOrs, 
business ani:J office, Daviess County SVTS; Mary Elizabeth Erwin, health services, 













Also named as finalists for outstanding teacher were Brerlda Hawkiils, 
health services, Bullitt County AVEC: Marcia Engleman, special programs, Northern 
Kentucky SVTS, Covingtoni Joyce Ann Barker, computer literacy and business education, 
Rowan SVTS; and Sharon Sue Starrb~ugh, business and office education, Greer.up 
County AVEC. 
Others were Doris A. Lawson, business and office education, Gartt1 AVEC 
in Floyd County; Jane Ann Sherrow, business and office, Lee County AVEC; Claudia 
M. Hancock, agriculture, Harry Sparks AVEC, in Rockcastle County; Ronald J. 
Ferrara, air frame and power plant, Somerset SVTS; and Polmer Burke, carpentry, 
Garrard County AVEC. 
Finalists for outstanding student included A_nita G. Corder, drafting. 
West Kentucky SVTS in-Paducah; Vanessa D. Thompson, surgical technology, Madisonville 
Health_ Occupations Annex; Brenda K. Fister, cosrretology, Daviess County SVTS; 
Robert D. Streeter, auto mechanics, Elizabethtown SVTS; and. James D. Thornhill, 
auto mechanics, 01 dham County AVEC. 
Other~ were Linda Eilers, carpentry, Northern Kentucky SVT~; Lisa 
Hannon, business a·nd office, Maysville AVEC; Patr.iclc: J. Berry, industrial 
electroni~. Ashland SVTS; Donna Thompson, highway technology, Mayo SVTS in 
Paintsville; Sandra Couch, secretarial, Lee County AVEC; Scott Grove, welding, 
Corbin AVEC; and Karen Smith, practical nursing, Central Kentucky SVTS in 
Lexington. 
Finalists for outstanding achievement by a handicapped ~.tudent were 
Vickie K. Stevenson, cosmetology, Jefferson SVTS in Louisville; Baxter Osborne. 
Jr •• drafting, Ashland SVTS: Paul Grim, accounting management, Mayo SVTS; and 
Debra H. Stillings, drafting, laurel County SVTS. 
Seven other programs were honored as finali~ts in the Secretary's 
Award competition. The programs, with their teachers or departrrent heads, were 
auto mechanics, Jerry D. Castleman, Fulton County AVEC; practical nursing, 
MORE 
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Jeanette Gooch, Glasgow School for Health Occupations; practical nursing, Mary 
Ann Landherr, Jefferson SVTS; Project Link Handicapped, Sheri Raleigh, James D. 
Patton .A.VEC in Edgewood; drafting, Nicholas P. Reeves, Ashlar:d SVTS; business 
and office, Betty Rose Butcher, Pike County AVEC - Millard; and drafting, B.J. 
Borden, Garrard County AVEC. 
Finalists among organizations recognized for their contributions 
to vocational education were the Northern Kentucky Auto Mechanics Craft 




ctflEWS Source: Ruby Sexton Office of Research and Planning 
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from tht' Kentucky Department of Education 
Allee McDonald. Superintendent of Public InstrucUon 
STATEWIDE AND PRESS ROW 
CONTACT: 
Barbara McDaniel 
Telephone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT 1 Ky. (Sept. 11, 1984) -- The State Board of Education has 
appointed 43new members to fill vacancies on regional advisory conmittees in 
10 of the state's 14 vocational education regions. 
The new members, appointed on the recol!Jllendation of Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Alice McDonald, include: 
Region 1 (Purchase) -- Barbara Ann Shelby, director of industrial 
development for the Paducah Area Chamber of Corrrnerce. 
Region 2 (Pennyrile) -- Joe McDaniel, plant manager for Speed Queen· 
Co., Madisonville; Sherron Cunningham, a guidance counselor at Crittenden 
County High School; J. Corsey Ridley, owner-operator of Ridley Pontiac, GMC/AMC 
Inc. in Providencei and Rebecca Breshears, owner-operator of the Floor Store in 
Hopkinsville. 
Region 3 {Green River) -- Marie Downey of th.'ensboro, a factory worker 
at General Electric Co. and a lll!mber of the bargaining c6nmittee of AFL-CIO 
Local 783; Lewis Moorer, manager of employee and conmunity relations for 
General Electric Co. in th.'ensboro; C.M. Griggs, manager of manufacturing services 
at Howmet Aluminum Co. in Hawesville; and Diana F. Feltner, personnel director 
for Lincoln Services Corp. in th.'ensboro. 
~egion 4 {Barren River) -- T. Bartley Ha~fennan, executive vice president, 
Bowling Green-Warren County Chamber of Co11111erce; Kathy Woodcock, operations 
manager for Roses Oepartlll!nt Store in Bowling Green; Delton Duke, personnel 
manager for Holley Carburetor Division, Bowling Green; Faye Hudson, senior office 
When our schools work, Kentucky works. 
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clerk. Bowling Green Manufacturing Co., Bowling Green; and Rick Rogers, coordinator 
of technical training, General Motors Assembly Division, Bowling Green. 
' Region 6 (Jefferson) -- Ilene Swank, employee relations specialist 
at General Electric Co., Louisvillei Sam Hardy, owner of NAPA Auto Parks in 
Taylorsville; and J.W. Sachleben, superintendent of the Trimble County School 
District. 
Region 9 (Buffalo Trace-Gateway) -- Carol Holt, coordinator of 
co1T111unications and development, St. Claire Medical Center, Morehead. 
Region 11 (Big Sandy) -- David Baker, branch manager, Brandeis 
Manufacturing Co., Stanville; Sheldon Hardin, su.perlntendent, Martin County 
School District; Mertie Belle Hamilton, assistant vice president, First National 
Bank of Paintsville; and Jan Garland of Paintsville, who is active in civic 
grou~·S and was events coordinator for the Kentucky Apple Festival. 
Also, Mary Kay Schmitt, field office supervisor for the Cabinet for 
Human Resources in Paintsville; Debbie Meadows, head of nursing at Paul B. Hall 
Medical Center in Paintsville; Mary Grace Garland, owner of H.B. Rice Insurance 
Co. in Paintsville; . Erma Lee Ward of Offutt, a retired schoolteacher; Robert 
6ayes, president of First National Bank of Paintsville; and Eleanor Bergman, a 
counseling supervisor for the state Deparltment for Employment Services in Pikeville. 
Region 12 (Kentucky River) -- Or. Dennis Sandlin, a Hazard physician; 
Mildred Creech of Campton, an office receptionist for the state Cabinet for 
Human Resources and a member of the Wolfe County Board of Education; and R. Percy 
Elkins, executive director of the Kentucky River Area Development District in Hazard. 
Region 13 (Cumberland Valley) -- Debbie Stillings of London, who does 
architectural drafting and serves as a resource person for the handicapped; Carl 
Cornett, h~d of the autorrotive departirent at Sears in London; Oelford McKnight, 
a building contractor and real estate broker in London; and John B. Howard of 
Pineville, a respiratory therapist. 
MORE 
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Also,·Louise M. Lewis of Pineville, a nurse and homemaker; Carlyle 
Owens of Ba.1Cter, a retired coal operator; Frances Jones of Harlan, a funeral 
director and co-owner of a funeral home; Kyle Hembree, an emplo}'lll!nt counselor 
with .the Ha1·Tan office of the Department for Employment Services; and Dale 
Kleinjan, administrator of Annville Institute in Annville. 
Region 15 ·(Bluegrass) -- Mike Mauk, personnel manager of Georgetown 
Manufacturing Corp; Susan·M. Craft of Lexington, acting director of the Private 
(cq) 
Industry Council; and Ursela H. Myers, a job-preParation specialist with the 
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Telephone (502) 564=4770 
PRESS ROW 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 12, 1984) -- 'The Kentucky State Board of Education 
has adopted a regulation that defines academic standards for local school districts 
and establishes a basis for state intervention when local districts fail to correct 
deficiencies within a set time. 
The board, which rret in Frankfort today and Tuesday (Sept. 11-12), 
also endorsed a policy reco111T1ended by Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice 
McDonald for investigating citizen complaints and allegations of \lirongdaing on 
the part of loca1·school officials. 
The regulation approved by the board outlines the implementation of 
Senate Bill 202, a bill passed by the 19B4 General Assembly that calls for greater 
accountability in the academic perfonnance of local school districts. The regulation 
contains these provisions: 
• Each local district must submit to the Oepart.rri!nt of Educa~ion an annual 
performance report that includes data on such factors as test scores, attendance 
and dropouts. The report must be published in the newspaper \IOith the largest 
circulation in the county by Oct. 1 of each year. 
• Based on specific definitions and standards, each local district must 
identify fts system's deficiencies and submit a Master Educational Improvement 
Plan for correcting those deficiencies. 
• .fach district must report annually on its progrEss in making the 
corrections. The Department of Education is to provide technical assistance to 
districts identified as being ~ducationally deficient• and failing to make ·· .... 
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satisfactorj' progress in their corrective actions. 
*Districts failing to meet standards or improve significantly after 
assistance from the state will ~e subjeCt to direct state management. The State 
Board of Education may remove local school ·officials from office in districts that 
do not meet correction deadlines after management intervention by the state. 
During board discussion of the regulation, McDonald agreed that local 
compliancE· with the law's Oct. 1 deadline for publishing the perfonnance reports 
would be difficult this year. 
"I feel we must ask the- districts to submit the most complete reprort 
possible by the deadline," she said. "We must ask them to do the seemingly 
impossible. That's what we are asking of ourselves as we try to make t.he much-
needed improvements in education." 
McDonald said local publication of the districts• performance reports 
could result in greater public knowledge and support of local education programs. 
The state b_oard also endorsed McDonald 1 s proposed policy for handling 
complaints about local school officials. Under the new policy, all allegations 
of violations of statutes or regulations by local school officials will first be 
reviewed by a colllllittee of top-level staff members of the department. 
The corranittee will detennine the validity of each complaint and recorrmend 
administrative action by the department or further investigation ty the state board. 
All criminal violations will be referred directly to the local prosecuting 
attorney or the s'tate attorney general •s office. Civil violations will be referred 
to the State Board of Education. 
In other actions, the board approved accreditation of Kentucky 1 s 183 
local schooi districts for the 1984-85 school year but made the accreditation of 
13 districts subject to the receipt of explanations for the districts 1 failure to 
correct non-compliances by the specified dates. 
MORE 
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Acting Chairwoman Ann Bardtte11 said she was particularly concerned that 
one distri~t, Kenton County, had more teachers assigned out of their fields of 
specialization than at the time of-the accreditation visit in 1981-82. 
Other non-compliances ranged from failure to provide traffic separation 
for .school buses to inadequacies in lesson .plans, class sizes, facilities or the 
handling of student funds. 
The other districts, and the nurrti~r of remaining non-compliances, are 
Augusta Independent, oneo Greenup County, two; Hopkins County, one; Jefferson 
County, six; Maysville Independent, two; Monticello Independent, tWOi <Men County, 
four; Paducah Independent, four; Rowan County, two; Somerset Independent, one; 
Trimble County, one; and Union County, one. 
The board gave conditional approval to 36 districts inspected by 
accreditation teams last year, with accreditation contingent upon their submitting 
plans for correcting non-compliances. 
Those districts included Pike County, where the department will be working 
with a new superintendent, Charles Wright, to correct a number of deficiencies 
identified by the inspection team. 
The board. also approved a new program in welding at Rowan State Vocatione.1-
Technical School but delayed approval of a plumbing program proposed for an addition 
at Elizabethtown State Vocational-Technical School. Board.members asked that a 
regional advisory council study the need for such a program. 
In anothe~ action, the board approved a regulation specifying that the 
requirement that all new school board members have a 12th-grade education could 
be met by a high school equivalency, or GED, examination. The requirement was set 





Source: Fran Salyers, Ruby ~exton 
Office of Research and Planning 
CONTACT: 
Barbara McDaniel 
Telephone (502} 56?-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky, (Sept, 13, 1984) -- The Kentucky State Board of Education 
has adopted a regulation that defines academic standard~ for local schc;ol districts 
and establishes a basis for state intervention whe:n local districts fail to correct 
deficiencies within a set time. 
The board, which met in Frankfort on Tuesday and Wednesday (Sept. 11-12), 
also endorsed a policy recorrmended by Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice 
McDonald for investigating citizen complaints and allegations of wrongdoing on 
(. the part of local school officials. 
The regulation approved by the board outlines the implementation of 
Senate Bill 202, a bill passed by the 1984 General Assembly that calls for greater 
accountability in the academic performance of local school districts. The regulation 
contains these provisions: 
• Each local district must submit to the Department of Education an annual 
perfonnance report that includes data on such factors as test scores, attendance 
and dropouts. The report must be published in the newspaper with the largest 
circulation in the county by Oct. 1 of each year. 
•Based on specific definitions and standards, each local district must 
identify its system's deficiencies and submit a Master Educational Improvement 
Plan for correcting those deficiencies.· 
f Each district must report annually on its progrEss in making the 
corrections. The Department of Education is to provide technical assistance to 
districts identified as being ~ducationally deficient" and failing to make--·.,. .. -
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satisfacto~ progress 1n their corrective actions. 
• Districts failing to meet standards or improve signific~ntly after 
assistance from the state will be subject to direct state manageinent. The State 
Board of Education may remove local school officials from offJce in C:istricts that 
do not meet correction deadlines after management intervention by the state. 
During board discussion of the regulation, McDonald agreed that local 
compliancE· with the law's Oct. 1 deadline for publishing the performance reports 
would be difficult this year. 
"I feel we must ask the- districts to submit the rrost complete report 
possible by the deadline, 11 she ~aid. "We must ask them to do the seemingly 
impossible. That's what we are asking of ourselves as we try to make the much-
needed improvements in education." 
McDonald said local publication of the districts' perfonnance reports 
could result in greater public knowledge and support of local education programs. 
TJle state board also endorsed M~Donald's proposed policy for handling 
complaints about local school officials. Under the new policy, all allegations 
of violations of statutes or regulations by local school officials will first be 
reviewed by a colllllittee of top-level staff members of the department. . . . . . ' 
The colllllittee will detennine the validity of each complaint.and reconmend 
administrative action by the department or further investigation ty the state·board. 
All criminal violations wfll be referred directly to the local prosecuting 
attorney or the sta_te 'attorney general 1s ~ffice. Civil violatioris will be referred 
to the State Board of Education. 
Ir othe_r actions, the board approved accreditation of Kentucky's 183 
local school districts for the 1984-85 school year but made the acc~ditation of 
13 districts subject to the receipt of explanations for the districts' failure to 





Acting Chairwoman Ann Bardwell said she was particularly concerned that 
one distriei,t, Kenton County, had 100re teachers assigned out of their fields of 
specialization than at the time of the accreditation visit in 1981-82. 
Other non-compliances ranged from failure to provide traffic separation 
for school buses to inadequacies in lesson plans, class sizes, facilities or the 
handling of student funds. 
The other districts, and the number of remaining non-compliances, are 
Augusta Independent, one; Greenup County, two; Hopkins County, one; Jefferson 
County, six; Maysville Independent, two; Monticello Independent, two; Owen County, 
four; Paducah Independent, four; Rowan County, two; Somerset Independent, one; 
Trimble County, onei and Union County, one. 
The board gave conditional approval to 36 districts inspected by 
accreditation· teams last year, with accreditation contingent upon their submitting 
( plans for correcting non-compliances. 
Those districts included Pike County, where the department will be working 
with a new superintendent, Charles Wright, to correct a number of deficiencies 
identified by the inspection team. 
The board also approved a new program in welding at Rowan ~tate Vocational-
Technical School but delayed approval of a plumbing program proposed for an addition 
at Elizabethtown State Vocational-Technical School. Board members asked that a 
regional advisory council study the need for such a program. 
In another action, the board approved a regulation specifying that the 
requirement that all new school board members have a 12th-grade education could 
be met by a high school equivalency, or GEO, examination. The requirement was set 
by the 1984 General Assentily in House Bill 153. 
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Telephone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, KY. (Sept. 12, 1984) -- The Kentucky State Board of Education 
today approved a resolution honoring U.S. Rep. Carl D. Perkins and his service 
to the children of Kentucky. 
Perkins, a Democrat from Hindman and representative of the 7th Congressional 
District, served as chairman of the House Education and Labor Comml,ttee. He 
spent 36 years in Washington and was nationally known for his support .of public education. 
The state board's resolution will be drafted, signed and presented to 
the Perkins family. 
i i 
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from thf' Kentucky Department of Education 
Allee McDonald, Superintendent of PUbllc Jnstrnctlon 
Source: Sheila Potter 





Telephone (502) 564-4770 
PRESS ROW ANO STATEWIDE 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 13, 1984) Regulations implementing new 
legislation calling for teacher testing and teacher internship were approved 
by the State Board of Education at its September meeting (Sept. 11-12) in 
Frankfort. 
In t\\O separate actions. one on Tuesday (Sept. 11) and one on Wednesday 
(Sept. 12), the board accepted the recont11endations of an advisory co1T1T1ittee 
on teacher certification and Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice 
McDonald. 
As a result of the actions of the state board, all teacher candidates 
graduating after Jan. 1. 1985. will be required to pass the National Teacher 
Examination before certi'f'..ication. 
The National Teacher Examination consists of a core battery of three 
tests and an examination in the candidate's area of specialization. The 
state board approved cutoff scores for passing the exam. Candidates rrust 
achieve the minimum score in all four areas to complete the test successfully 
but will be allowed to repeat sections they fail. 
On the issue of internship for teachers, the state board decided that, 
after provisional certif.ication, all teachers rrust complete a one~year 
internship :under the direction of a supervising teacher and undergo evaluation 
befo~e pennanent certification may be issued. 
-more-
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"These,actions of the state board will help to ensure that the-people 
standing in front Qf the classrooms in Kentucky are qualified, capable 
teachers,"' McDonald said-. 
"Teacher testing and teacher internship, along with the increased 
admission standards and the required 2.5 grade-point average, will improve 
instruction in Kentucky and will give our students better educational 





from th'e Kentucky Department of Education 
Allee McDonald. Superintendent of Publlc Instruction 
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telephone (502) 564-4770 
STATEWIDE AND PRESS ROW 
FRANKFORT, KY. (Sept. 13, 1984) -- Ten new members will be welcomed 
at a meeting of Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald's Col!IIlittee 
for a New Direction in Education next week. 
The coTllllittee, which is headed by Superintendent Don W. Sparks .of tlie 
Mayfield Independent Schools! will meet at 1:30 p.m. Tuesday in the state 
board room of the Kentucky Department of Education on the first floor of the 
Capital Plaza Tower. 
New members appointed by McDonald include Or. Thomas Coffey, president 
of Thomas Hore College in Fort Mitchell; Or. Jack.son O. Hall, president of Pikeville 
College; Or. Kala Stroup, president of Murray State University; and Harry Caudill, 
an Appalachian author and a professor of history at the University of Kentucky. 
Other new members are Art Walters, director of the Louisville Urbar 
League; Jack. ·paxton, editor of the Paducah Sun; Or. C.R. Daley of Anchorage, retired 
editor of the Western Recorder; Chalrrer Frazier, executiVe director of the 
Prestonsburg Chamber of Cormerce; Robert Hillenmeyer, a Lexington nurseryman; and 
Dove Anna McNabb of Pc.ducah, a retired school principal. 
When our schools work. Kentucky works. 
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FRANKFORT, KY. (Sept, 14, 1984) -- Twenty-one representatives of education and the 
arts will meet on Sept. 19 to begin work on a plan to expand arts education in 
Kentucky's· public schools. 
The 21 are members of a new Task Force on Comprehensive Arts in Education, recently 
formed by Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald. The group's first meeting 
will begin at 10 a.m. in the board room on the first floor of the Capital Plaza Tower 
in Frankfort. 
McDonald has directed the task force to recommend strategies that would offer 
students and teachers more special arts training and opportunities to perform and display 
their achievements. The group's final report is due in January and then will be 
submitted to the State Board of Education for approval. 
"Developing an appreciat~on of the arts is an important part of becoming an 
educated person," McDonald said. •1 want this task force of talented and knowledgeable 
people to help me ensure that Kentucky's students have access to information and 
experiences in the entire palette of art forms--music, painting, drarna, dance, 
creative writing and all the rest." 
she said the task force would revise an arts education plan adopted in 1981 and 
heI.p plan a full range of cultural oppOrtunities throughout the state. One of the 
group's objectiVes is to suggest ways for local arts councils, agencies and artists to 
get involved in the education of Kentucky students. 
Public comment on the subject will be solicited later this fall. The dates of 
-MORE-
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future task force meetings have not been set. 
Members of the Task Force on Comprehensive Arts Education include Lila Bellando of 
Berea, a membei of the State Board of Educ~tion 8.nd president of Churchill Weav~rs; 
Patty Breeze of Versailles, president of Kentucky Alliance for Art~ Education; 
Marlow Burt of Louisvil~e, executive director of the Kent~cky Center for the Arts; 
and Anne cassidy of Lexing1;on, stcite dire9tor of Very Special Arts in Kentucky, 
Also appointed to the ~sk force are Nash Cox of Frankfort, director ·Of the 
Kentucky Arts Council1 Susan Hollis, assistant professor of fine arts at Northern 
Kentucky· University1 Richard Domek, dean of the University of xe-ntucky 's College of 
Fine Arts1 and Vyda Penny Fannin, art teacher for, Boyd County Schools. 
other members are Warren Hammack, director of Horse cave Theater; Dorothy 
Harkins, physical .education professor at Eastern Kentucky University; Neci~ Harkless, 
profe~sor of education at Georgetown College; Jon ~enrikson of Louisville, president 
of the Kentucky Education Association; and Crit_ Luallen of Frankfort, commissioner 
of the Kentucky Department of the Arts. 
Also on th~ task force are Deanna Pelfrey of Louisville, who represents Partners 
in the Arts: Booker Rice, deputy superintendent of Jeffers~n County Schools; Josephine 
D'Amato Richardson of Whitesburq, education chairwoman of Kentucky Citizens for the 
Arts; and Dianne Simmons
1
represe0:ting the Bal.lard County Arts Council. 
Included on the membership ioster are Margaret Trevathan of Murray, chairwoman 
of the Kentucky Arts Councili Clifford Wallace, superintendent of Pendleton County 
Schools; Robert Young of Lexington, cultural arts chairman ~f the· State Parent-Teaclier 
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Telephone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 20, 1984) -- Ask most high school graduates about 
their futures, and you will receive a varie~y of predictable answers. Ask 
graduates of a vocational program about their plans, and you will get much 
nx:>re realistic, specific answers. 
The effect of vocational education programs on the futures of the 
students enrolled in them has been a concern to· educators for decades. 
Directors of the state•s 14 vocational education regions and staff members 
of the state Department of Education's Office of Vocational Education will 
hear about the latest study in this area on Sept. 27 in Frankfort. 
Dr. N. L. Mccaslin, who is associated with the National Center for 
Research in Vocational Education at Ohio State University, will discuss 
"the results of a longitudinal study _of vocational students. This study 
analyzes the types of students enrolled in vocational education programs 
and tracks them through their post-graduation employment Or education. 
"Studies of this type are vitally important to vocational education," 
said Alice McDonald, superintendent of public instruction. "They allow 
educational planners to see changes and develop programs that are relevant 
to new trends and occupational needs." 
When our schools work. Kentucky works. 
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Telephone (502) 564-4770' 
FRANKFORT, KY. (Sept. 17, 1984) -- This month's meeting of the Bluegrass 
State Skills corp., originally scheduled for Sept. 18, has been postponed until 
TUesday, Sept. 25. The meeting wil·l begin at 1:30 p.m. in the State Board 
Room at the Department of Education in Frankfort. 
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FRANKFORT, KY. (Sept. 21, 1984) -- Members of the Kentucky Association for· 
Supervision and Curriculum Development will convene next week to discuss ways to focus 
on the positive things happening in their public education systems. 
The event, the association's annual conference, will be Sept. 24 and 25 at 
Executive West in Louisville. The theme will be "Conveying the Message." 
Major topics on the agenda include public relations, communications, effective 
schools, new legislation and regulations. 
The conference will feature a series of "action labs" or workshops. The 
main speakers include Dr. Ed Ball, Anderson County Board of Education; Dr. Stephen 
Boyd, Northern Kentucky University; Jerry Leitzell, Elizabethtown Independent Board 
of Education; Dr. Stephen Miller, University of Louisville1 and Dr. Richard Roberts, 
Western Kentucky University. 
The workshops are scheduled for 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. Sept. 24 and from 
8:30 to ll.:30 a.m. and 1 to 4 p.m. Sept. 25. 
The Kentucky Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development is a 
professional organization primarily for instructional supervisors and curriculum 
coordinators and developers in local school districts. The association's president-
elect is Joseph T. Clark of the "Kentucky Department of Education's Office of 
Instruction. 
•• 
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FRANKFORT. Ky. (Sept. 18. 1984) -- A citizens' colll!littee began reviewing 
proposed educational refonns today in order to advise Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Alice McDonald on future di~ctio~s and goals for the Kentucky f>e.partment 
of Education. 
McDonald welcomed 11 new nembers to the .Corrmfttee for a New 
Dire~tion in Education. which includes parent representatives, educators, co~unity 
leaders ar.d elected officials. The expanded colllllfttee has 39 members. 
Subgroups were famed at the lll!etfng in Frankfort to begin looking at six 
issues selected for further study at the group's last meeting. 
Memilers met with resource people from the department to consider issues 
involved in ld.ndergarten education, middle schools, reasoning zs "the fourth R," 
school use of corrputers, conrnunity involvement and a proposed statewide student 
identification system. 
McDonald asked the subgroups to study the i~sues and ~resen~ their findings 
to the full corrmittee for further review. 
•we are very anxious for you to deal wfth the agenda tbat's in front of 
you and to htlp us at the Department of Education," she !aid. 
Other areas thi!,t were propose_!:i for study by the group include special 
education znd teacher training. 
Col!lllf.ttee Chainnan Don Sparks, superintendent of the Hayfield Independent 
( Schools, said the intent of the conmittee was to look ·at broad principles, philosophical 
goals and long-range objectives for Kentucky's educational system. Its recol?lllendations will 
go both to McDonald '9.nd to members of ~~e General AssenDly, he s111id. 
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FRANKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 19, 1984) -- The Kentucky Educational 
Foundation has approved eight projects designed to improve 
public education in the state and will now turn to the private 
sector for the $308,660 needed to finance those projects. 
At its meeting in Frankfort on Tuesday (Sept. ·1a), the 
organiza~ion also colTl!lended the International Busfn~ss·~chines 
Corp. for its donation of 10 Personal cOmputers, soft~are and 
technical training to be Qsed by the Department of Education 
to ins!ruct teachers on the use of computers in the classroom. 
IBM spokesman Jim Jackson •. who announced the donation, 
said t~e equipment would be .incorporated into a mbile computer 
center that could be used ~~roughout the state. The hardware 
and software total about $25,000 in value, he said~ 
The company also will offer compµter training to two 
Department of Education staff people at an IBM training center 
in Atlai'lta and will provide a consultant to w_ork wfth teachers 
in the state. 
The foundation earlier received a $25,000 donation· from 
the Ashland 011 Foundation that was used. to finance the firSt 
ColllllOnwealth Institute for Teachers. Forty outstanding Kentucky 
teac_hers took part in the weeklong institute in June and will 
return for a follow·up weekend next llXlnth. 
-more· 




After the announcement of the IBM donation and the board's vote to 
approve eight of the 35 proposals submitted by governmental and private 
organizatidns, Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald expressed 
gratitude to the board members. 
"I cannot fully express what your actions mean to me as super~ntendent, 
to the staff of the Departrnent of Education and to all of Kentucky," 
McDonald said. "Because of the wor:k you are doing, I feel that education 
really has come into the spotlight." 
Approved for financing were these proposals: 
*Project SECURE (Schools, Employers, Citizens United to Reform Education) 
To provide financial support for training and organizational sessions for the 
leaders of town meetings proposed by the Prichard Corrmittee on Academic 
Excellence to increase public involvement in local education issues ($7,500). 
*Partnerships -- To assist interested schools and local business and 
civic organizations in fonning partnerships for specific time periods to 
work toget_her on specific goals ($48,500), 
*Co11110nwealth Institute for Teachers -- To conduct a one-week seminar 
for 50 elementary and secondary schoolteachers as a means of recognizing 
and encouraging excellence in teaching ($86,250). 
*Teacher Recognition Program -- To grant official recognition to one 
outstanding teacher in each of Kentucky's public schools and provide an 
award of $1,000 to the Kentucky Teacher of the Year {$15,910). 
*Kentucky's School Volunteer Development Project -- To establish a 
system for ·recruiting, training and placing volunteers who can assist teachers 










*Olympics of the Mind -- To finance specific activities related to 
tlie annual distritt. state and national competitions for creatively talented 
students ($~2,500). 
*Colllll'lnwealth Institute for Instructional Leaders -- To offer 30 
elementary and secondary school principals or instructional supervisors 
training in management and evaluati~n techniques {$a4,500) . 
*Flag of Excellence/Flag of Progress -- To emphasize academics by 
recognizing schools meeting certain standards·of achievement ($3.500 to 
$7,000). 
The foundation•s purpose, as expressed in a mission statement adopted 
at the meeting, is to "harness the energy, expertise and investment capacity 
of the private sector to undertake programs and projects that will bring 
about desired levels of excellence in perfonnance by students, teachers and 
school administrators." 
The statement said the foundation would ~eek private-sector funding to 
supplement, not supplant, government funds. 
The foundation also made committee assignments. The col!Jllittees are 
fund raising, headed by L. L. Leathennan, who is associated with Greenebaum, 
Doll and McDonald, Louisville; project review, W. R. Niblpck of Porter Paint 
Co., Louisville; and' public relations, Joseph Smaha of Chi-Chi's Restaurants; 
Louisville. 
Judy 8. Dailey of the Ashland Oil Foundation in Ashland was chainroman 
of the ad hoc coJ11Dittee that developed the foundation's mission statement. 
The foundation 1s executive coltl!lfttee includes Ted Smith of Texas Gas 
Resources C~rp., Owensboro, president; Leathennan, vice president; Lois Gray 
of James N. Gray Construction Co., Glasgow; secretary; and Vernon Cooper of 










New members introduced at the meeting were John B. Clarke of General 
Electric Co .• Louisville; Owsley Brown Frazier of Brown-Fonnan Distillers 
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PRESS ROW 
FRANKFORT, KY. (Sept. 19, 1984) - Members of the Task Force on Coll'lprehensive 
Arts in Education agree that Kentucky's schoolchildren need more training in the 
arts, that the training and exposure to the arts should begin early in the prrmarr 
grades, and that arts education should be integrated into the school curriculum. 
At the task force's first meeting today in Frankfort, the members exchanged 
their views and began the process of revising a 3-year-old state plan for arts 
education. 
They have been asked by superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald 
to make recommendations for a full range of cultural opportunities for students 
throughout the state. 
McDonald, who formed the task force, told the members that their recommendations 
would be· vital for curriculum planning in Kentucky's public schools. 
•rour work will be implemented. It '.-'f~ll be refined, a:nd it will define the 
future of arts education in the state,• she said. 
'l'he group's ideas will be incorporated into an outline of essential skills 
in the arts, McDonald said. Students will not be tested on these skills as they are 
tested in certain academic areas, but the outline will guide teachers and planners 
as they add l!Dre arts education to their courses of study •• 
·~le I:will continue to focus on reading, math, writing, spelling and 
research skills, I will never forget the importance of the arts to a complete 
education,• McDonald told the group. 
The chairwoman of the task force is Mar'j/aret Trevathan, a resident of 
When our schools work. entucky works,; 
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Murray and chairwoman of the Kentucky Arts Co~cil. 
The task force has three cct!l!littees with spec~fic responsibilities. Deanna 
K. W. P~lfrey of Louisville, representing Partners in the Arts, is c~airwoman of 
' ' the ccc:mittee assigned to identify the roles of agencies, organizations and 
arts groups in comprehensive arts in education. 
Richard Domek, dean of the University of Kentucky's College of· Fine Arts, 
is chairman of the committee planning a full range of cultural opporturiities 
throughout the state. 
Clifford wal~ace, superintend~t of Pendleton county Schools, is chairman 
of the task force committee planning ways for students and teachers to have 
expanded arts training and more .opportunities to perform. 
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FRANXFORT, KY. (Sept. 21. 1984) - Members of the Task Force on Comprehensive 
Arts in Education agree that Kentucky's schoolchildren need more trainin9 in the 
arts, that the training and exposure to the arts should -begin early in the primary 
grades, and that arts eOucation should be integrated into the school curriculum. 
At the task force's first meeting Wednesday (Sept. 19) in Frankfort, the 
members exchanged their views and began the process of revising. a J-year-old 
state plan for arts education. 
· They have been asked by Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald 
to J?ke re_commendations for a full range of cultural opportunities for students 
throughout the state. 
McDonald, who formed the task force, told the members that their .recommendations 
would be vital for cUrriculum planning in Kentucky's public schools. 
•Your work will be implemented. It will be refined, imd it will define the 
future of arts education in the state,• Sb~ said. 
'Xhe group's ideas will be incorporated into an outline of essential skills 
in the arts, McDonald said. Students will not be tested on these skills as they are 
tested in certain academic areas, but the outline will guide teachers and planners 
as they add more arts education to their courses of study. 
•While I-vill continue to focus on reading, 111ath, writing, spelling and 
re_search skills, I will never forget the importance of the arts to a complete 
education,• McDonald told the CJJ:CIUP• 
The chairwoman of the task force is Marg pre~ T,revathan, 
When our schools work. isenwacy works. 
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(. Murray and chairwoman of the Kentucky Arts Council. 
(_ 
( 
The task force has three ccnmittees with specific responsibilities. DeAnlla 
K. W. Pelfrey pf touisville, representing Partners in the Arts, is chairwoman of 
' the committee assigned to identify the roles of agencies, organizations and 
arts groups in comprehensive arts in education. 
Richard Domek, dean of the University of Kentucky's College of Fine Arts, 
is chairman of the connittee planning a full range of cultural opportunities 
throughout the state. 
Clifford Wallace, superintendent of Pendleton County Schools, is chai:rman 
of the task force coimnittee planning ways for students and teachers to have 
expanded arts training and more opportunities to perform. 
All comrn.i ttees are scheduled to meet in Frankfort on Oct. 2 and 3. 
• • 
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Office of Research 
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STATEWIDE AND PRESS ROW Telephone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 19, 1984) -- The average scores of Kentucky high 
school seniors on the 1984 Scholastic Aptitude Test are up from 1983 by four points 
on the verbal section and five points on the math section, Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Alice McDonald announced today. 
The SAT scores issued by The College Board show that college-bound 
Kentucky students averaged 479 on the verbal section, compared with 475 last year, 
and 518 on the math section, compared with 513 in 1983. 
The national average SAT scores for 1984 graduates rose one point on the 
(. verbal section, to 426, and three poirits on the math sectiOn, to 471. Nationally, 
scores began to show a slight increase in 1982 after declining steadily for nearly 
two decades. 
( 
McDonald noted that Kentucky students have consistently scored higher 
than the national average. A review of the test scores since 1972 shows that the 
scores of Kentucky students have fluctuated slightly but have not experienced the 
same decline evidenced nationally, she said. 
The n,umb~r of college-bound seniors in Kentucky who took the SAT test 
thfs year rose by 202, to a total of 3,308. Of that nwrter, 52 percent were men 
and 48 percent were women. Nationally, 52 percent of the test-takers were women 
and 48 percent were men. Scores are on a scale of 200 to 800. 
For ~ntucky students; men continued to score higher than women on both 
portions of thE! test, but women made larger gains over 1983 scores than did the men. 
Women gained 10 points on the verbal section, to 479, and seven points on the math 
section, to 492. Hen gained five points on the verbal section, to 484, and four points 








Nationally, women contributed more to the increase in the math average 
this year, and llll?M contributed more to the increase in the average score on the 
verbal sectio~, The College Board said. 
' The board cautioned in announcing the teSt results that they were 
not representative of all high school seniors but only of the college-bound seniors 
who took the test.· Nearly l million seniors took the SAT in 1983-84, the report said. 
The College Board is expected to send SAT- score~ to local high schools 
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FRANKFORT, KY. (Sept. 25, 1984) -- The Dropout Prevention Advisory committee 
will meet at 10 a.m. Oct. 3 in the Kentucky School Boards Association building. 
on Millville Road in Frankfort. 
'l'he committee advises Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald 
and the state Department of Education on matters relate4 to a new state law 
(.. designed to decrease the school dropout rate among students 16 to 18 years of age. 
The law requires an unmarried student in that age group to have written, signed 
permission fran a parent or guardian and a conference with school administrators 
before withdrawin9 from school. The parent or guardian must sign the permission 
form in the presence of the school piincipal or the principal's designee. 
D D 
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FRANXFOR'I', XY. (Sept. 25, 19B4) -- All 18'(1 public school districts in Kentucky 
are required to publish a performance report each year, according to a recent 
amendment to state law. A State Board of Education regulation sets Oct. 1 as the 
deadline for those reports. 
The annual performance report is one of several provisions of Senate Bill 
(. 202, which was passed by the 1984 General Assembly and calls for greater 
accountability in the academic perfoilllance of local school districts. Each 
report must include data on test scores, attendance, dropouts and other 
specific factors. 
Each district must publish its report in the newspaper with the largest 
circulation in the county. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald recently said that local 
publication of school district performance reports could result in greater 
public knowledge and support of local education programs. 
( 
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Tetephone (502) 564-4770 
STATEWIDE Ai~D PRESS RDU 
FRANKFORT, KY. (Sept. 28, 19841 -- Citizen advisers to the Department of 
Education will meet Oct. 3 to discuss the development of standards for evaluating 
new teachers in Kentucky. 
The meeting of the Advisory Committee on Teacher Internship is scheduled for 
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the State Board Room of the Department of Education in Frankfort. 
Senate Bill 19, passed by the 1984 General Assembly, requires that each teacher 
·certified in Kentucky after Jan. 1, 1985, pass a written test and successfully 
complete a one-year teaching internship prior to receiving a regular teaching 
certificate. 
Under discussion at the Oct. 3 meeting will be the establishment of objective 
criteria for measuring teacher effectiveness at the end of ~e internship. 
Members·of the committee were appointed by Superintendent of Public Instrnctinn 
Alice McDonald. Chairman of the committee is Dr. George Denemark of Lexington, 
director of the internship project. 
Members include or. Jane Godfrey, chairman of the Department of Education, 
Berea College: Dr. Roger Pankratz, assoCiate dean of Western Kentucky University's 
College of Ed~cation: Dr, William Banks of the University of Louisville Sch90l of 
Education; and Dr. Joseph Early, academic dean of cumberland College. 
Also on the committee are Dr. Donald Hunter, assistant superintendent of Covington 
-MORE-
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7ndependent Schools1 Dr. William Clyde Wesley,, superintendent of Harlan Indepef:r.dent 
Schools: Don<ofJ.d White, principal of Laukhuf'E~ementary S~hooi'in Louisville1 
John Dunn, principal of Daviess County Middle School, OWensboro: and Marlene 
M. H~lm, supervisor in Scott County Schools, Georqeto~.-
Also appointed were Martha Dell .Sanders of Paducah, a former inember of the 
State Board of Education; Sen, Nelson Allen, D-Ashland1 Rep. Har~ Moberly Jr., 
• 
IrRichmondi Jon Henrikson, President of Kentucky EduCation Association, Louisvllle: 
and Hallie Coleman Evans, an elementary classroom teacher in Lexington. 
other members are Brenda Hare McGown, a secondary classroom teacher for 
Warren County Schools, ~wlirig-Green: Paula Rishty Ott of Millersburg, a special 
education teacher for Bo~bon County Schools: Baii Kazee_ of Paintsville: Audrey 
Carr, deputy associate superiDtendent, Office of Vocation~l Education, Departmerit· 
of Education, Frankfort; Dr. Sidney Simandle, direct;:or of the department's 
Division ,of Teacher Education ~d Ce~tification; and Mary Beth Hall of Lexington. 
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Allee McDonald. Superintendent of Public Instruction 
! 
PRESS ROW 
SOURCE~ Fran Salyers 
Office of Research & Planning 
CONTACT: 
Barbara McDaniel; 
Telephone (502} 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, KY. (Sept. 25, 1984) -- Citizen advisers to the Department of 
Education will meet Oct. 3 to discuss the development of standards for evaluating 
new teachers in' Kentucky. 
The meeting of the Advisory Committee on Teacher Internship is scheduled for 
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in the State Board Room of the Department of Education in -Frankfort. 
Senate Bill 19, passed by the 1984 General Assembly, requires that each teacher 
certified in Kentucky after Jan. 1, 1985, pass a written test and successfully 
complete a one-year teaching internship prior to receiving a reqular teaching 
certificate. 
Under discussion at the Oct. 3 meeting will be the establishment of objective 
criteria for measuring teacher effectiveness at the end of the internship. 
Members 'of the committee were appointed by Superintendent of Public Instrnctlnn 
Alice McDonald. Chairman of the committee is Dr. George Denemark of Lexington, 
director of the internship project. 
Members include Dr. Jane Godfrey, chairman of the Department of Education, 
Berea Colle9eJ Dr. Roger Pankrat~, associate dean of Western Kentucky University's 
College of Ed~cation; Dr. William Banks of the University of Louisville School of 
( Education; and Or. Joseph Early, academic dean of cum.berland College. 
Also on the committee are Dr, Donald Hunter, assistant superintendent of Covington 
-MO:RE-
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Independent-Schools: Dr. William Clyde Wesley, superintendent of Harlan Independent 
Schools; Don~d White, principal of Laukhuf Elementary School in Louisville; 
" John Dunn, principal ~f Daviess County Middle School, Owensboro; and Marlene 
M. Helm, supervisor in Scott County Schools, Georgetown. 
Also appointed were Martha Dell Sanders of Paducah, a former member of the 
State Board' of Education; Sen. Nelson Allen, D-Ashland; Rep. Harry Moberly Jr., 
O-Richmond; Jon Henrikson, president of Kentucky Education Association, Louisville: 
and Hallie Coleman Evans, an elementary classroom teacher in Lexington. 
Other members are Brenda Hare McGown, a secondary classroom teacher for 
Warren County Schools, Bowling Green; Paula Rishty ott of Millersburg, a special 
education teacher for Bourbon County Schools: Bari Kazee of Paintsville; Audrey 
Carr, deputy assoc~ate superintendent, Office of Vocational Education, Department 
of Education, Frankfort; Dr. Sidney Simandle, director of the department's 
Division of Teacher Education and Certification; and Mary Beth Hall of Lexington. 
The committee met for the first time in late June • 
• • 
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! Barbara McDaniel • 
Telephone (502) 564-4770 
STATEWIDE AND PRESS ROW 
FRANKFORT, l\Y. {Sept •. 25, 1984) -- Staff mentJers of the Kentucky 
Department of Education and veteran school superintendents gave pointers on school 
~inance, changes in curriculum and other issues to new superintendents at a 
meeting in Frankfort today. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald welcomed participants 
to the orientation session and said staff members would be available ~hroughout 
the day to provide infonnation and answer their questions. 
"We are trying to answer our own charge to improve education," she said. 
"We are certainly trying to answer the charge of the legislature, and we are trying 
to serve you." 
In a series of small-group sessions on curricular changes, Conley 
Manning, director of the department's Division of Program Development, noted that 
instruction from lists of essential skills in reading and math is ~lready under 
way in Kentucky schools and said testing from those lists would begin next spring. 
Lists of skills are now being developed in spelling, language arts 
and library research. he said, and districts will be asked to give their recorrmendations 
on the proposed lists by Oct. 15. 
As a guide to teachers, the department plans to provide two suggested 
.activities related to each item on the lists of essential skills and will alsc 
correlate tho~e skills with the textbooks being used, Manning said. 
Dan Branham, de-puty superintendent for programs, presided in.:the 
group meetings and led a question-and-answer session at the end of the all-day program. 
MORE 
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Information on local school district finance was provided by Ron Moubray, 
director of management ~nd audits, and Robert Arvin, Oldham County superintendent. 
Leading a workshop on instructional supervision Were Cliff Wallace, Pendleton County 
superfntenden~. and Rita Lindsay, educational administration program consultant. 
; ~ 
Fred Williams, superintendent of the Fort Thomas Independent Schools, 
described his district's co111nunity relations program. Such means as an annual 
"School Facts" publication, an active volunteer program and regular breakfast 
l!'Eetfngs with small groups of citizens and groups of teachers infonn the public 
about schools and build good will, he said. 
Faurest CooQle, Franklin County superintendent, and Bernard Minnis, 
deputy associate superintendent for instruction, discussed comprehensive evaluation 
systems. New legislation and regulations were discussed by Sandra Mendez-Dawahare, 
who heads the department's legal office. 
Manag~ment of school transport~tion sy~tems for safety and. ac,countabflity 
was the topic of a session led by Don' Fightmaster, director of tt=-ansporta~ion .and 
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from the Kentucky Department of Education 
Allee f'tcDonald, Superintendent of Public /nstructlon 
t , corrTAcn Barbara McDaniel -· 
Telephone (502) 564-4770 
STATEWIDE 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 28. 1984) -- Staff menbers of the Kentucky 
Oepartrrent of Education and veteran school superintendents gave pointers on school 
finance, changes in curriculum and other issues to new superintendents at a 
meeting in Frankfort this week. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald welcomed participants 
to the orientation session on Tuesday (Sept. 25) and said staff menbers would be 
. avai lQble throughout the day to provide information and answer questions. 
uwe are trying to answer our own charge to improve education," she said. 
"We are certainly trying to answer the charge of the legislature, and we are trying 
to serve you." 
- In a series of small-group sessions on curricular changes, Conley 
Manning, director of the departnent's Division of Program Development, noted that 
instruction from lists of essential skills in reading and math is already under 
way in Kentucky schools and said testing from those lists ~ould begin next spring. 
Lists of skills are now being developed in spelling, language arts 
an.d library research, he said, and districts will be asked to give their recorrmendations 
on the proposed lists by Oct. 15. 
As a guide to teachers, the department plans to provide two suggested 
activities related to each item on the lists of essential skills and will alsc 
correlate tho!e skills with the textbooks being used, Manning said. 
Dan Branham.- deputy superintendent f_or programs, presided in:the 
group llEetings and led a question-and-answer session at the end of the all-day program. 
HORE 
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Information on local school district finance was provided by Ron Moubray, 
director of management and audits, and Robert Arvin, Oldham County superintendent. 
Leading a workshop on instructional supervision were Cliff Wallace, Pendleton County 
t 
superintenden~. and Rita Lindsey, educational administration program consultant. 
r 
Fred Williams, superintendent of the Fort Thomas Independent Schools, 
described his district•s co11111unfty relations program. Such means as an annual 
"School Facts" publication, an active volunteer Program and regular breakfast 
meetings with small groups of citizens and groups of teachers inform the p~lic 
about schools and build good will, he said. 
.. 
Faurest Coogle, Franklin County superintendent. and Bernard Minnis, 
deputy associate superintendent for instruction, discussed comprehensive evaluation 
systems. New legislation and regulations were discussed by Sandra Mendez-Dawahare, 
who heads the department's legal office. 
Management of schoo1 transportation systems for safety and accountability 
was the topic of a session 1ed by Don Fightmaster, director of transportation and 
insurance, and Henry Resch, Warren County assistant superintendent. 
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Telephone (!502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, KY. [Sept. 26, 1984) -- All 180 public school districts in Kentucky 
are required to publish a. performance report by Oct. l each year, under 
a recent amendment to state law. 
The annual performance report is one of several provisions of Senate Bill 
(. 202, which was passed by the 1984 General Assembly and calls for great~r 
( 
accountability in the academic· performance of local school" districts. Each report must 
include data on test score.s, attendance, dropouts and other specific factors. 
Each district must publish its report in the newspaper with the largest 
circulation in the county. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald· recently said that local 
publication of schcOl district performance reports could result in greater 
public knowledge and support of local education programs. 
I I 
NOTE: The Oct. 1 deadline for publication of the annual perfonnanc9 reports 
is set.by law, Senate Bill 202, and not by regulation as stated in 
a Sept. 25 release. 
When our schools work. Kentucky works. 
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from the Kentucky Department of Education 
Allee McDonald. Superintendent of Public Instruction 
I corrrAcr: Barbara McDanielJ. 
Telephone (S02) 564-4770 
PllESS ROW 
FRANKFORT, KY. (Sept. 27, 1984) -- The Commonwealth Institute for Teachers 
will be featured in a 30-minute Kentucky Educational Television program to be 
presented at 7 p.m. Oct. 2 on the KET network, 
The Commonwealth Institute offers a weeklong enrichment seminar for outstanding 
Kentucky teachers. The first seminar was last June and was attended by 40 teachers 
selected by the state Department of Education, The theme was •Challenges to the 
Future: Dilemmas of the Technological Age." 
During the event, Superintendent o~ Public Instruction Alice McDonald 
described the participants as "ambassadors of the classroom" and urged them to 
stiare the experiences of the institute with fellow teachers and community leaders. 
The first institute was co-sponsored bf the Department of Education and the 
Kentucky Educational Foundation, with a $25 ,000 qr ant from· the Ashland Oil 
Foundation. 
• • 
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from the Kentucky Department of Education 
Allee Mdionald, Superintendent of Public Instructlon 
.t 
l 
SPECIAL TO THE STATE BOARD CONNECTION 
(NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STATE BOARDS OF EDUCATION) 
CONTAcn 
Barbara McDaniel 
Telephone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Sept. 28 1 1984) -- The Kentucky Educational Foundation has 
approved eight projects designed to improve public education in Kentucky and is 
seeking to raise $308,660 from the private sector to finance those projects. 
The foundation has also received a donation of computer hardware and software 
valued at $25,000 from the Inteniational Business Machines Corp. The Kentuc~y 
Departrrent of Education will use the equipment and training provided by IBM to 
instruct teachers on the use of computers in the classroom. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald said the projects approved 
by the foundation at its Septerriler rreeti ng reflected a collllli tment to academic excel ler.ce 
on the part of the State's business colllllunity. The foundation is headed by 
Ted Smith, president of Texas Gas Resources Corp. of 0,,ensboro, Ky. The projects 
to be undertaken include: 
* Project SECURE (Schools, Employers, Citizens United to Refonn Education) --
To provide financial support for training and organizational sessions for leaders 
of a series of town meetings_ designed to increase public involvement in educationi 
$7,500. 
* Partnerships -- To assist schools and local business and civic groups 
fn fanning partnerships to work together on specific goalsi $48,500. 
* ColTlllOnwealth Institute for Teachers -- To conduct a one-week seminar for 
50 elementary and secondary schoolteachers as a means of recognizing and encouraging 
excellence in teachingi $86,250. 
* Teacher Recognition Program -- To recognize an outstanding teacher in each 




(_ Kentucky school and to provide a $1,000 award to the Kentucky Teacher of the Year; 
c 
$15,910. '""I 
* Kentufky's School Volunteer Development Project -- To establish a system 
' for recruiti~g. training and placing volunteers to assist teachers in three 
districts where reading levels are below the national nonn; $40,000. 
*Olympics of the Mind -- To finance specific activities related to the 
annual district, state and national competitions for creatively talented !:tudents i 
$22,500. 
* Comnonwealth Institute for Instructional leaders -- To offer 30 elementary 
and secondary school principals or instructional supervisors training in management 
and evaluation techniques; $84,500. 
* Flag of Excellence/Flag of Progress -- To emphasize academics by recognizing 
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from the Kentucky Department of Education 
Alice /'lcDonald, Superintendent of Public lnsl1Uctton 
SPECIAL TO THE STATE BOARD CONNECTION 
(NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF STATE BOARDS OF EDUCATION) 
Source: Ruby Sexton 




Telephone (502} 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, J<y. (Sept. 28, 1984) -- The Kentuck,y State Board of Education 
took these actions at its September meeting: 
* Implemented Kentucky's new "academic bankruptcy" law. The regulation 
defines academic standards for local school districts and establishes the basis 
for state intervention when local districts fail to correct deficiencies within 
a set time. Annually, each local district must prepare and publish in its local 
newspaper performance data on such factors as test scores, attendance, dropouts 
and expenditures. Each district must identify its deficiencies and prepare a plan 
and timetable for correcting those deficiencies. Districts failing to rrieet time 
lines for correcting deficiencies will be subject to direct state intervention. 
including, in extreme cases, re111Jval of local school officials from office. 
* Eliminated all extracurricular activities from the six-hour instructional 
day required bY Kentucky law. The regulation defines the types of activities 
that .£2!!. be included in ·instructional time as courses listed in the "Program of 
Studies for Kentucky Schools"; enrichment or experimental courses approved by the 
state board; co-curricular activities such as club meetings or assemblies, as long 
as they are directly related to the instructional program and are scheduled so as 
to minimize absence from class; and homeroom in the llXJl'Tling and afternoon to check 
attendance. for no longer than 20 minutes a day. Decisions regarding co-curricular 
activities it111 be made by local boards of education. Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Alice McDonald says the goal of the new regulation is to preserve.the 
integrity of the time provided for instruction and to prevent extracurricular 
activities such as pep rallies and fund-raising events from cutting into that time. 
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Telephone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Oct. 5, 1984) -- The Dropout Prevention Advisory Co1T111ission 
has made a preliminary reconmendation that the mandatory age for school attendance 
in Kentucky be raised from 16 to 18. 
Before that recorrmendation is made final, corrmission Chainnan Wandel 
Strange said, ''we intend to research how well it has worked in those states that 
have passed such legislation. 11 
Kentucky law now requires that a student who has not reached the age of 
18 must have written parental consent, signed in the presence of the principal 
or someone designated by the principal, before dropping out of school. 
The advisory group was appointed by state ·superintendent of Public 
Instruction Alice McDonald to recorrrnend ways of reducing school dropout rates in 
Kentucky. 
The Dropout Prevention Advisory Co111T1ission "is one of many groups all 
working to provide better services for students," Or. James Fouche, associate 
superintendent for instruction, said at the meeting in Frankfort on Wednesday (Oct. 3). 
Strange, who was named by McDonald to head the group, is superintendent 
of the Hart County Schools. 
ColllTlission members have been divided into three working conmittees to 
study the dropout problem at the elementary, middle school and high school levels. 
The groups met separately and reported back to the full corrmission at the meeting. 
Danny Whitlock, principal of Hickman County Schools, ;served as spokesman 
for the elementary group, which recorrmended: 




• Expansion and strengthening of remediation programs. 
* further reductions in class size. 
*Required in-service training in dropout prevention.for teachers and 
administrators. 
• Increased parental involvement in the education of their children. 
• Financing by the state for elementary counselors. 
• Il!!Provement of the school environment. 
Stuart Sampson. Jefferson County director of pupil personnel and chainnan 
of the middle school co11111ittee. presented that group's recolllTlendation for raising 
the mandatory attendance age to 18, along with developing feasible exemptions. 
The group also proposed a massive public awareness campaign on dropout prevention. 
Or. Stephanie Collier. instructor of Project LINC at the Campbell 
County Area Vocational Education Center and chairwoman of the high_ schocil 
(,. co1T1nittee 1 presented these reco!llllE!ndations: 
( 
* Include additional infonnation with data published on holding power 
to show the relationship to dropouts. 
~ Support the developrrent of a system to keep track of Students in 
Kentucky schools. 
* Examine the role of the state as parent, for those children who are 
placed in foster homes. 
* Require pre-service and in-service training on dropout prevention for 
teachers, counselors and school social workers. 
The advisory group voted to study the reconmendations from the three 
co11111ittees and discuss them further at its next meeting on Dec. 6. The COTllTlissior. 
is to. present reco~ndations for preventing dropouts to 'McDonald and the State·~ 
Board of Education for implementation in the lg85-86 school year. 
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Allee McDonald, Superintendent of Public Jnstructlon 
STATEWIDE AND PRESS ROW 
SOURCE: Fran Salyers 
Office of Research and Planning 
CONTACT, 
Barbara McDaniel 
Telephone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT. KY. (Oct.5, 1984) .-- The education of children with mental 1 physical, 
learning or behavioral disorders will be the focus of the 20th annual Conference on 
Programs for Exceptional Children, scheduled for Oct. 11 through 13 at the Executive West 
in Louisville. 
The conference is sponsored by the Kentucky Department of Education •s Office of 
Education for Exceptional Children. The theme will be 11Accountability, competency and 
Excellence in Special Education.u 
(. Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald will announce the name of the 
recipient of this year 1s Kentucky Special Education Teacher of the Year Award at the 
conference banquet, scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Oct. 12. 
Delivering the keynote address at the banquet will be Dr. Ronald Laneve, principal of 
the Mark Twain School in Rockville, Md. His address will stress the importance of the 
work of special educators and the significance of ~heir own self-images. 
Other conference speakers include Virginia Brown and Beth McEntire Blaney of the 
University of .Alabama; Hans Hahn and Don Zahn, University of Wfsconsini Linda Mandlebaum, 
Bowling Green State University, Ohio; James Poteet, Ball State University, Muncie, Ind.; 
Richard Schwartz, Purdue University, West Lafayette, Ind.; and Guy Mccombs of the National 
Center for Citizen Involvement, Washington, D.C. 
In conjunction with the coriference, the State Advisory Panel for Exceptional Children 
('"ill meet from 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Oct. 11 in the Executive West's Drinkwater Room. The 
panel is a c;tizens' group that advises the Kentucky Department of Education. 
-MORE-
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Also on Oct. 11 is a subconference for participants in the Kentucky Individualized 
Kindergartens Project. which develops ways to tailor regular kindergarten classes to meet 
the needs of children with handicaps. The theme of this conference within a conference, 
scheduled for 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., is "For the Fun of It. n 
On Oct. 12, the special-education conference will feature a number of concurrent 
workshops and special-interest sessions starting at 10 a.m. and 2:15 p.m. 
One session on Friday 100rning will be a "Parent-Professional Partnerships" workshop 
co-sponsored by the Office of Education for Exceptional Children and the Mid-South 
Regional Resource center. 
(. Parent and school representatives from each local school district have been invited 
(_ 
to attend and take part in planning programs in which parents and professionals work 
together in the education of exceptional children. 
The Oct. 13 agenda features morning workshops beginning at 8:30. The conference 
will end at 3 p.m. that day after meetings of several ancillary and advocacy groups. 
Conference planner Carlene Gobert of the Kentucky Department of Education said that 
more than 800 persons were expected to attend at least part of the conference. She 
said participants would be special-education teachers, local school administrators, 
college and university representatives, parents and others. 
All conference activities are open to the public, but reservations for the Oct. 12 
banquet must be made in advance. Additional infonnation is available from Gobert at the 
Department of Education in Frankfort. The telephone number is (502) 564-3790. 
I I I 
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STATEWIDE & PRESS ROW Telephone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, KY. (Oct. 5, 1964) This year's Kentucky Mathematics Teachers Fall 
Meeting will be from 8:15 a.m. to 3 p.m. Oct. 13 at the University of Kentucky Student 
Center in Lexington. 
The meeting will be sponsored by the Kentucky, Lexington and Greater Louisville 
councils of teachers of mathematics and the University of Kentucky's Center for 
Professional Development and department of mathematics. 
Speakers will include Joe Dan Austin of Rice University in Houston. Austin, an 
(_:xpert on research dealing with homework, will offer an "Overview of Homework in 
Pmerican Education" at 9 a.m. in the student center's Worsham Theater. 
Also featured will be Edward F. Prichard Jr. of Lexington, chainnan of the Prichard 
Co!llllittee on Academic Excellence, and Joanne Greaver, a math teacher at Atherton High 
School in Louisville. Greaver was Kentucky's 1983 winner of the Presidential Award for 
Excellence in Teaching Mathematics. 
Lynn Molloy, math consultant with the Kentucky Department of Education, said a 
major thrust of the meeting would be problem-solving. 
"Some very knowledgeable speakers will be offering math teachers some ideas on ways 
they can help students develop critical thinking and problem-solving skills," she said. 
Subjects to be discussed in morning and afternoon sessions include specific studies 
on homework, activities for developing math skills in preschoolers at home, the use of 
computers, coordination of math· with other academic subjects, motivation, equity of math 
l .:ducation for boys and girls, and logic as a tool for learning. 
-MORE-
When·our schools work. Kentucky works . . 
168 
(.Dage Two 
The meeting is open to the public. Participants may register at the dOor on the 
date of the meeting. A nominal fee will cover meeting materials. 
Additional information is available from Molloy in Frankfort, telephone (502) 
564-2672, or from Don Coleman, a mathematics professor at. the University of Kentucky 
and president of the Kentucky Council of Teachers of Mathematics, telephone (606) 
257-4802. 
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Kentucky Educational Foundation, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1403 
Frankfort Kentucky 40602 (502)564·4 770 
STATEWIDE ANO PRESS ROW 
Source: R~by Sexton 
contact: Jeanne ~awahare 
FRANKFORT, l\Y. (Oct. 5, 1984) -- A $7,000 g~ant from Lexington 
developer Wallace Wilkinson to the Kentucky Educational Foundation will 
go toward the costs of a training and organizational session for the 
leaders of town meetings on education to be held in the state's 180 
school districts on Nov. 15. 
The training program, known as Project SECURE, was one of eight 
projects adopted·· by the foundation at its Septembe·r meeting. The 
acronym stands for Schools, Employers, Citizens United to Refonn 
Education. 
The foundation has budgeted $7,500 for the organizational 
meeting, which will be held at the Capital Plaza Hotel in Frankfort. 
at 5 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 9. Additional support will come from the 
Prichard Corrmittee for Academic Excellence, which is sponsoring 
the town meetings, and the Kentucky Oeparbnent of Education • 
The cOlllTlittee, headed by Lexington attorney Edward F. Prichard 
Jr., has scheduled the town meetings to be held simultaneously through-
out the state as a means of ~nrolling the public at the local level 1n 
the task of improving Kentucky's schools. 
All the meetings will open with a videotape presentation 
featuring Prichard, Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice 
McDonald and Gov. Martha Layne Collins. 
Foundation. Chainnan Ted Smith. senior vice president of Texas 
Gas Resources Corp. fn Owensboro. said the dinner meeting to be held in 
Frankfort would provide an opportunity for the conveners and organizers 
of the local meetings to review plans for involving the public.in the 






McDonald will discuss the status of educational reform efforts 
in Kentucky and will emphasize the impor~ance of public involvement· 
in b~inging about change at the local level. 
Staff members of the Department of Education will provide state· 
wide data on education and background information on current issues in 
education. Participants will also receive infonnation on their local 
districts for use in the town meetings. 
The Kentucky Educational Foundation is a private, non·profit 
corporation made up of representatives of major businesses from through· 
out the state. It was formed earlier this year to support and enrich 
' - primary and secondary education in Kentucky. 
An initial grant of $25,000 to the foundation from the Ashland 
Oil Foundation was used to finance the first C011111onwealth Institute 
for Teachers. a Weeklong seminar at the University of Kentucky for 
40 outstanding. teachers. A similar institute will be offered next 
year for 50 teac;hers. 
The foundation also sponsored a program to recognize out-
standing teachers from scho~ls throughout the state and plans to 
expand that program next year. Other projects have been adopted to 





The Prichard Committee for Academic E111cellence 
P. 0. 8011: 1656 
Lexington, Ken1ucky 40592 
(606) 233-9649 
(Jfl.P lb-6 
Source: Ruby Sexton 
CONTACT: 
Barbara McDaniel 
Telephone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Oct. 8 1 1984) -- More than 400 conrnunity leaders from 
throughout the state will attend a reception and dinner designed to promote 
conrnunity involvement in education at 5 p.m. Tuesday (Oct. 9) ~t the Capital 
Plaza Hotel in Frankfort. 
The dinner, 'a preliminary event leading up to town meetings on education 
to be held in the state's 180 public school districts on Nov. 15, is being 
sponsored by the Prichard Conrnittee on Academic Excellence, along with Gov. 
Martha Layne Collins and state Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald. 
The featured speaker will be George Autry, who played an instrumental 
role on the Co11JT1ission on Education and Economic Growth named by North Carolina 
Gov. Jim Hunt and is now chainnan of the Southern Education Foundation 1 s Task 
Force on Education and Economic Developnent. 
Autry, a fonner chief counsel and staff director of the U.S. Senate 
Subcommittee on Constitutional Rights, now heads MDC Inc. of Chapel Hill, N.C., 
a non·profit research company specializing in education and employment policy. 
Texas Gov. Mark White was originally scheduled to address the group 
but was forced to cancel last week because of a scheduling conflict. 
The organizational session for the town meetings, which will be held 
simultaneously throughout the state, is being financed by the Kentucky Educational 
Foundation through a $7,000 grant from Lexington developer Wallace Wilkinson. 
Additional support will come from the Prichard Colllllittee,_which is 
sponsoring the town meetings, and the Kentucky Department of Education: 
The colllnittee, headed by Lexington attorney Edward F. Prichard Jr., 
is planning the town meetings ~s a means of enlisting grass·roots support 
for the task of improving K~ntucky 1 s schools. 
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All~ Mcnt;'nald. Superintendent of Public ln.structlon 
CONTACT: 
Bar~ara McDaniel 
' Telephone (502} 564-4 770 
STATEWIDE & PRESS ROW 
FRANKFORT, KY. (Oct. 12, 1984) -- Administrators of vocational and technical 
education programs throughout Kentucky will gather Oct. 17 through 19 in Louisville 
for a conference on "Leadership for Excellence in Vocational Education." 
The state Department of Education will sponsor the conference for regional 
administrators. program coordinators, vocational school principals and assistant 
principals. The event 1s scheduled to begin at 1 p.m. Oct. 17 at the Ramada Inn East 
on Hurstbourne Lane. The final session will en~ at noon Oct. 19. 
Conference speakers include Superintendent of Public Instr~ction Alice McDonald, 
whose topic will be "The Challenge for Excellence in Vocational Education." She will 
speak at 2:15 p.m. Oct. lB. 
McDonald has stressed the need for excellence in elementary and secondary education 
and says that quality in vocational education is no less important. 
"Some people choose college, some choose vocational or technical schools. Both 
options should provide the infonnation and skills people neecf to get good jobs and do 
those jobs well," she said. "Excellence in academic and vocational education are 
equally vital to Kentucky's people and Kentucky's future. 11 
Also on the agenda are Dr. Robert Biggers of Genesco, Ill., a consultant on school 
discipline, motivation and related topics; Al Cannon, a S'fff engineer with Brandeis 
Equipment Co. in Louisville; and Dr. Robert Childers of Atlanta, executive director of 
( the Southern Association of Colleg~s and Schools. 
Several representatives of the state Department of Education will make presentations 
-MORE-
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or preside over-various special-interest sessions. Wilburn J. Pratt, the department•s 
associate superintendent for vocational education, said the conference would offer 
professional de~elopment ·opportun'ities to as many as 200 Kentucky vocational 
education leaders. 
"The conference is a chance for us to get together and make sure We're all headed 
fn the same direction -- toward excellence," he said. "The agenda is designed.to help 
all of us gain new information, insight and motivation." 
Principal areas covered in the conference sessions will be staffing, positive 
dfsciplfne, col!lllunfcatfon skills and. the effectiveness of instruction., More inforination 
on the agenda is available from the Office of Vocational Education in Frankfort, 






(t}VEW8 Source: Ruby Sexton Office of Research ar.d Planning 
c 
from the Kentucky Department of Education 
Allee McDonald, Superintendent of Public Instruction 
SPECIAL TO STATE JOURNAL 
CONTACT: 
Barbara McDaniel 
Telephone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Oct. 10, 1984) -- The week of Oct. 7 through 13 has 
been declared Kentucky School Bus Safety Week by Gov. Martha Layne Collins 
in conjunction with the observance of National School Bus Safety Week. 
The observance 1s designed to call the attention of the public to 
the need for continuing highway safety, with particular attention to school 
buses, students and school bus drivers. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald said efforts 
are being made this week to emphasize the need for increased care in the 
vicinity of school buses, to emphasize and explain the law requiring drivers 
to stop when a school bus stops on the roac:May 1 and to remind school bus drivers 
of the importance of their task. 
PSchool transportation is an important aspect of our total educational 
program, and the aim of this special week is to call attention to our efforts 
to ensure the safety of school buses and to increase highway safety by gaining greater 
public understanding and cooperation," she said. 
As a part of its emphasis on bus safety, the Department of Education 
began offering school bus maintenance clinics in May and will continue the 20-clinic 
series through April 1985. Host counties for the clinics are Rowan, Marshall, 
Hardin and. Floyd. 
When our schools work. Kentucky works. 
c8VEW8 
· from the Kentucky Department of&lucation 
Allee McDonald. Superintendent of Public /nstntctlon 
Source: Fran Salyers 




Telephone (502) 564-4770 
SPECIAL FOR LOCAL MEDIA 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Oct. 11, 1984) -- school bus mechanics from the-~----
{number) 
school district went to -Morehead on Oct. 11 to learn the latest techniques in bus maintenance 
and mechanical troubleshooting. 
The training clinic was sponsored by the Kentucky Department of Education. Superintendent 
of Public Instruc~ion Alice McDonald directed that such clinics be offered to help local 
districts operate their buses safely and efficiently. 
"We put great emphasis on educating Kentucky's children, but we can't ignore the 
c"'llportance of getting thOse children to 
transportation staffs have a tremendous 
assist in any way we can." 
and from school safely," she said. "The local pupil 
responsibility, and this department is available to 
Attending from --~----~~~--were ------~-~-------' 
(county or district) name 
•nd ______ ~-~----------
narne name 
About --------mechanics from the Rowan County region took part. 
The clinic featured training related to front-end alignmen~ and power steering. 
The agenda included fonnal presentations by Ford Motor Co. engineers and by representatives of 
the Kentucky Department of Education's Division of Pupil Transportation. 
Participants also gained some hands-on experience in bus repairs at the clinic. 
The Department of Education began offering bus maintenance clinics in May and will 
continue the 20-clinic series through Apr.il 1985. Host counties for the clinics are 
Rowan, Marshall, Hardin and Floyd. 
# # 
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SOURCE: Fran Salyers 
Office of Research & Planning 
Aflce McDonald, Superintendent of Public Jnstructlon 
CONTACT: 
Barbara McDaniel 
Telephone (502/ 564-4770 
STATEWIDE & PRESS ROW 
FRANKFORT, KY. (Oct. 12, 1984) -- Superintendent of Publfc·Instruction Alice 
McDonald and the state Department of Education will be hosts to 150 of Kentucky's local 
PTA leaders on Oct. 18, PTA Day in Kentucky. 
Officers of local Parent-Teacher Association organizations will travel to Frankfort 
to meet with McDonald and department officials and exchange ideas and infonnation. 
"The PTA and the Department of Education have many mutual interests and concerns," 
c·.- McDonald said. "I look forward to talking with the PTA leadership about the innovative 
approaches we are taking to improve Kentucky's schools, and I'm equally eager to hear 
their ideas and recommendations." 
The meeting will include discussion sessions on essential skills testing, school 
district accountability, student discipline, dropout prevention, coT1111unity involvement 
in education, programs for exceptional and gifted children, and teacher preparation 
and development. 
Special guest Phyllis George Brown, the National PTA's honorary membership chafnnan, 
is scheduled to attend and to fonnally present a PTA membership card to her husband, 
fonner Kentucky Gov. John Y. Brown Jr. 
She also will give Kentuckians their first look at a public service announcement 
being distributed by the National PTA. The videotaped announcement features Mfs. Brown. 
State PTA President Iris Irish said a primary purpose of the PTA Day meeting would 
( be to gfve local association leaders the chance to become better acquainted with the 
resources available through the state Department of Education and to discuss ways 
-MORE-
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the two organizatiOns could coordinate their efforts to improve education in Kentucky. 
"The PTA wants to COIJl!lunicate with the department on our many areas of mutual 
concern." Irish said. 11 We also want to express our interest in working with the 
department. participating on advisory colJlllittees and taking part in decision-making 
related to education." 
The PTA Day observance begins at 10 a.m. Oct. 18 with ~ reception for PTA 
leaders and guests. It is scheduled to end at 1:30 p.m. 
# ' 
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Telephone (502} 564-4770 
PRESS ROW 
FRANKFORT. Ky. (Oct. 11 1 1984) -- "Building Bridges to Excellence" is 
the theme of the 13th annual fall conference of the Kentucky Association for 
Progress in Science at the Executive Inn Rfvennont in OWensboro on Friday and 
Saturday (Oct. 12 and 13). 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald said the session 
would provide an opportunity for science teachers in the state's eiementar:Y 
and secondary schools to share their concerns and successes and to hear from 
(. leaders in various scientific fields. 
Frank H0ward 9 science consultant with the Kentucky Department of 
Ed_ucation arid liaison to the association's board, said sessions would deal with 
such topics as problem solving. teachers and co~uters, research reports. lab 
safety, an honors institute in biology, and nuclear energy. 
Featured speakers will include Dr. Alan J. HcConnack, a professor of 
zoology and science at the University of Wyoming; Dr. Michael B. Leyden, an 
education professor at Eastern Illinois University in Charleston, Ill.• and 
.Jessie M. Jones, District 4 director of the National Science Teachers Association. 
The Kentucky group 1s affiliated with the national assQciation. 
When our schools work. Kentucky works. 
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( from the Kentucky Department of Education 
Allee McDonald, Superintendent of Publlc lnstluctlon 
Source: Ruby Sexton 
Office of Research 
and Planning 
'C 
PRESS ROW ANO PADUCAH MEDIA 
COIITACT' .• 
Barbara McDaniel 
Telephone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Oct. 11, 1984) -- Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Alice McDonald will visit schools in Paducah and discuss educational conce111s 
with co111nunity leaders as part of the Education Day observance there on Tuesday (Oct. 16). 
McCracken County Superintendent Billy C. Brown will accompany McDonald 
on a visit to Concord Elementary School in the county district at 9 a.m.:CDT, ftrm\:!diately 
after her arrival in Paducah. Principal Patricia Koch will welcome her for a visit 
to Whiteside Primary School in the Paducah Independent School District at 1:30 p.m. 
McDonald is scheduled to give two talks during the day, one to the Kentucky 
Council of Area Development Districts and the other to area residents concerned with 
vocational education. The theme of both addresses will be the economic value of 
education in Kentucky, both to the individual and society. 
She will address the ADD council at 10 a.m. at the Executive Inn in 
Paducah. She is also scheduled to hold a luncheon there at noon for the superintendents 
of 26 area school districts. 
McDonald will take part in a Charrber of COI!ITlerce forum on education 
with co111nunity leaders and area legislators at 2 p.ro. in the board room of Paducah 
Bank. A reception will be held in her honor at 4:30 p.m. at the Paducah headquarters 
of the Kentucky Education Association. 
The state superintendent will_be the guest on a live call-in show on 
radio station WKYQ, with John Stewart as host, at 6 p.m. She will address labor 
(.._ leaders, legislators and rrerrbers of the Purchase Region Vocational Advisory Council 
at a dinner at 7 p.m. at West Kentucky State Vocational-Technical School in Paducah. 
II 
When our schools work. Kentucky works. 








( from the Kentucky Department of Education 
Allee McDonald. Superintendent of Public Instruction 
PRESS ROW 
6fl.f10-13 
Source: Ruby Sexton 




Telephone (502} 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, lfy, (Oct. 12, 1984) College-bound students in Kentucky 
registered a half-point increase this year on scores in the American College 
Testing program, reversing a downward trend that began in 1970 and bringing the 
scores to their highest point since 1976-77. 
Composite ACT scores of the 28,033 Kentucky students who took the test 
averaged 17.9 on the 36-point scale, compared with a national average of 18.5, 
a report provided by ACT officials shows. Nationally, about 1 million students took 
the exam, which tests ability in English. mathematics. social studies and natural sciences. I 
! C- Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald said the improved 
scores of Kentucky students reflected a growing emphasis on academic excellence 
in the state's public schools. 
l 
nKentucky students are beginning to narrow the gap between their achievement 
and that of students in the nation as a whole," she said. noting that the national 
average rose only 0.2 of a point for 1g83-34. 
High school seniors in Kentucky showed a corresponding increase in 
scores on the Scholastic Aptitude Test, for which results were announced earlier. 
SAT scores were up four points on the verbal section. to 479, and five points on 
the math section, to 518. Scores are on a scale of 200 to 800. 
More Kentucky students take the ~CT test, however, because the state 
universities require it for entrance. Only 3.308 students, about 6 percent of 
the 1984 high school gr~duates, took the SAT, which is irore likely to be taken 
by students planning to .attend private or out-of-state colleges. 
MORE 
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The group taking the ACT test consisted of 12,388 men and 15,645- women. 
The composite.score of men taking the test was 18.6, and that of women was 17.3. 
Women scored higher on the English portion -- 18.5 compared with 17.4 for men 
and men scored higher on the math portion -- 17.2 compared with 14.8. The 
corrbined scores were 18.0 on English and 15.9 on math. 
Students who took the test were asked to evaluate their education. 
The response of Ke_ntucky students was excellent, '17 percenti good, 45 percent; 
average, 27 percent; below average, 5 percent; and very fnadequate,.7 percent. 
The aspects of their high schools rated as satisfactory by the highest 
percentages of students were guidance, 63 percent, and instruction, 62 percent. 
Only a third said they were satisfied with assistance provided for sPecial needs • 
. School policies drew the highest "dissatisfied" ranking, with 32 percent, but 
45 percent expressed approval of school policies. 
Of those taking the test in Kentucky, 38 percent planned to seek 
bachelor's degrees, and 44 percent hoped to go beyond that level. either to attend 
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Telephone (502} 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, t<y, (Oct. ~8, 1984) -- College-bound students in Kentucky 
registered a half-point increase this year on scores in the American College 
Testing program, reversing a downward trend that began in 1970 and bringing the 
scores to their highest point since 1976-77. 
COIJllOSite ACT scores of the 28,033 Kentucky students who took the test 
averaged 17.9 on the 36-point scale, compared with a national average of 18.5, 
a report provided by ACT officials shows. Nationally, about 1 million students took 
the exam, which tests ability in Englis~. mathematics, social studies and natural sciences. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald said the improved 
scores of Kentucky students reflected a growing emphasis on academic excellence 
in the state's public schools. 
"Kentucky students are beginning t6 narrow the gap between their achievement 
and that of students in the nation as a whole, 11 she said, noting that the national 
average rose only 0.2 of a point for 1983-84. 
High school seniors in Kentucky showed a corresponding increase in 
scores on the Scholastic Aptitude Test, for which results were announced earlier. 
SAT scores were up four points on the verbal section, to 47g, and five points on 
the math section, to 518. Scores are on a scale of 200 to 800. 
Mo~e Kentucky students take the ACT test, however, because the state 
universities require it for entrance. Only 3,308 students, about 6 percent of 
the 1984 high school graduates, took the SAT, which is more likely tp be taken 
by students planning to attend private or out-of-state colleges. 
MORE 







The gr.oup "t:aking the ACT test consisted of 12,388 men and 15 1 645 women. 
The composite-score of men taking ~he test was 18.6 1 and that of women w_as 17.3. 
Women scored higher On the English portion -- 18.5 compared-with 17.4 for men --
and men scored higher on the math portion -- 17.2 compared with 14.8. The 
co!!Dined scores were 18.0 on English and 15.9 on math. 
Students who. toqk the test were asked to evaluate their .edu,cation. 
The response of Kentucky students was excellent, 17 percent; good, 45 percent; 
ave_rage, 27 percent; below average, 5 percent; and very inadequate, 7 p~rC:ent. 
The aspects of their high schools rated as satisfactory by the highest 
percentages of students were guidance, 63 percent, and instruction, 62 percent. 
Only a third said they were satisfied with assistance provided for.special needs. 
School policies drew the highest "dissatisfied" ranking, with 32 percent, ~ut 
45 percent expressed approval of school policie.s. 
Of those taking the test in Kentuck,Y, 38 percent planned to seek 
bachelor's degrees, and 44 ·percent hoped to go beyond that level, either to attend 
graduate school ~r get .a professional degree. 
§I 
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:mEw8 SOURCE: Fran Salyers 
( from the Kentucky Depalfment of Education 
Allee 11cDonald. Superintendent of Public lnstructlon 
Office of Research & Planning 
CONTACT: 
Barbara McDaniel 
Telephone (502) 564-4770 
STATEWIDE ANO PRESS ROW 
FRANKFORT, KY. (Oct. 19, 1984) -- A new task force will meet for the first time on 
Oct. 23 to begin a one-year process designed to improve social studf_es education in 
Kentucky schools. The meeting will begin at 9:30 a.m. in the state board room of the 
Capital Plaza Tower in Frankfort. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald recently appointed the group's 
13 members to advise her on new directions in social studies education. 
(. 
11 Kentucky schools must offer a strong social studies background if today's students 
are to develop into enlightened citizens and leaders," McDonald said, "I have asked this 
task force to examine the issues and concerns and to give me ideas on how we can move 
toward improvement in this critical area." 
At their first meetinQ, members will be discussing teacher certification and outlining 
a plan of action for the next 11 months. Topics that may be on the group's agenda for 
the year include textbooks, social .studies in the elementary grades, and methods of 
instruction. 
Task force members include state Rep. Clayton Little, 0-Virgfe; Dr. Allan J. Osborne, 
superintendent of Frankfort Independent Schools; Sherleen Sisney, project director of 
New Foundations in Education, Louisville; and Donna McAnelly of the state Office of 
Vocational Education in Fr~nkfort. 
Teachers on the task force are David Morris of McNabb Elementary School in Paducah; 
Lois Daniel of Mill Creek Elementary, Lexington; Ora Nall of Apollo High School, Owensboro; 
and Bruce Bonar of Model Laboratory School, Richmond. 
When our schools work. Kentucky works. 
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Other appointees are Nancy Lang, a~sistant professor of business at.Northern Kentucky 
University, Highland Heights; Or. Angene Wilson of the University of Kentucky College of 
Education, Lexington; Pat Earles of Paducah, president of the Kentucky Community 
Education Association; Harrison Circuit Judge Jack Arnold of Cynthiana; and Julia 
Lee Emberton of Edmonton, the group's citizen representative. 
Similar task forces are being fanned to study mathematics, reading. and other 
academic areas. All will be making their recol1Vllendations to the Department of 
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STATEWIDE AND PRESS ROW 
CONTACT• 
Barbara McDaniel 
- Telephone (502} 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (O.ct. 19, 1984) -- Forty outstanding Kentucky teachers 
who took. part .fn the first CotmJJnwealth Institute for Teachers will share their 
classroom experiences since that time and review the results of colltnunity surveys 
at a meeting in Louisville from Oct. 26 through 28. 
The follow-up weekend at the Executive West is the first of two schedulec;i 
for the teachers-who took part in the enrfchrrent seminar held at the University of 
Kentucky in June. The institute was co-sponsored by the Kentucky Department of 
E~ucation and the.Kentucky Educational Foundation, aided by a grant of $25,000 
from the Ashland Oil Foundation. 
Superinten~ent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald said the get-together 
would give the participating teachers an opportunity to renew their c01!1Tlitment and 
to share ways they have applied the experiences of the institute to their teaching. 
The teachers submitted research papers giving colltTlunity opinions on 
education and suggestions for the improverrent of education jn Kentucky. and those 
recorrmendations will be reviewed in one session. Teachers also gave. their own 
suggestions for improving education and for the direction of future institutes. 
Other topics of discussion will include teacher evaluation, teacher 
effectiveness, proposals for a career ladder for teachers -- now under study by 
a special co!llllission -- and ways of involving the institute members in educational 
improvement at the state level. 
McDonald will address the group at 9 a.m. Oct. 27. Dr. James Fouche, 
associate superintendent for instruction, will speak at a reception at 7:30 p.m. 
Oct. 26. MORE 











Sessions on teacher evaluation will be conducted by Dr. Con Hunter, 
deputy superintendent of curriculum and instruction with the Covington ·Independent 
School District and a consultant ·to the Department of Education. 
Dr. Stephen K. Hiller. an assistant professor at the University of 
Louisville School of Education. will conduct group sessions on teacher effectiveness. 
Teachers who took part in the institute were selected by the Department 
of Education on the basis of applications and letters of reconmendation. Each 
teacher received a stipend of $400 1 in addition to free room and board at UK 
during the weeklong seminar. 
The Kentucky Educational Foundation is made up of representatives of 
major businesses throughout the state. The foundation is a private. non-profit 
corporation fonred to raise money to support and enrich primary and secondary 
education in the state. 




Bonnie Adkisson, Daviess Co. Middle School 1 Owensboro, KY 
Bobby Alford, Fifth D.isttdct' EJementa_ry,• "Morgantown, KY 
Stefanie S, Auslander, Atkinson Elementary, Louisville. KY 
Mildred Bellar, Todd Co. Central H.S., ElktOn, KY 
Marie Hord Bloyd, Green Co. H.S., Greensburg, KY 42743 
Ann Walls, Cochran Elementary School, Louisville, KY · 
Sharon Marie Cecil, St. Thomas School, Bardstown, KY 40004 
Mary Gay Clemons, Miller Co!llllunity Middle School, Mt. Sterling, KY 40353 
Jean M. Conway, Shelby Co. H.S., ShelbYville, KY · 
Linda S. Cook, Crittenden Co. H.S., Marion, KY . . 
Marlas J. Crafton, Henderson Co. H.S., Henderson, KY 42420 
Sally Grass, Murray ~igb School, Murray KY 42071 
Joyce Cu!llllins, Crittenden-Mt. Zion Elementary, Dry Ridge, KY 41035 
Zelda L. Foster, ~Allen Co. H.S., Scottsville, KY 42164 
Sandra M. Gollmar, Good Shepherd School, Frankfort, KY 40601 
Joanne H. Greaver, Atherton H.S., Louisville, KY 
Anna W. Hager, Jeffersontown Elem:,. Louisville, KY. 
Chic Langnehs, Shawnee H.S., [ouisville~ KY · 
De.borah A. Hall, Shelby Co .. H.S., Shelbyville, KY. 
Marilyn Loyal, Fred Taylor Burns Middle ~chool, Owensboro, KY 
Randlene Harrmons, Dewitt Elementary School,Dewitt;. KY (Koox County) 
Lola C. Matthews, Wayne Co. Middle School, Monticello, KY 42633 
Sally A. Henry, St. Peter Elementar.y," Lexington, KY 
Sandra W. May, Hinth St. Elementary School, t.arrollton, KY 41008 
Janice T. Highland, Tates Creek H.S., Lexington, KY 40502 
Brenda Hare McGown, Warren East H.S., Bowling Green, KY 42101 
Faye Carr Hill, Holiday Elementary, Hopkinsville, KY 42240 
Nonna M. Meek, Surrmit Elementary, Ashland, KY 41101 
Pam Jackson, McNabb Elementary, Paducah, KY 42001 
Shirley A. Mikel, Wayne Co. Middle School, Monticello, KY 42633 
Katherine C. Jones, Shawnee H.S., Louisville, KY • 
William E. Petty, Highlands High School ,.Fort Thomas., .. KY 
Loris Eckler Points, Tates Creek Sr. H.S., Lexington, KY . ·: 
Deborah Lynne Ross, Wayland Alexander Elementary, Hartford, KY 42347 
Jean J. Ross, Marshall Co. H.S., Benton, KY 42025 
Bill W. Stearns, HoQue School, Rogue, KY (Pulaski County) 
Carol Stumbo, Wheelwrigllt H.S. ,Mlleelright."XY ·- • • · 
Frances Vandiver, Uniontown Elementaf'y, Unipntoliln, t<Y: •. 
Ada Carol Wilson, Russell Central School, Russell, KY 41169 
Norman T. Yonce, Highlands High School, Fort Thomas',.KY 1 
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STATEWIDE Telephone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT. KY. (Oct. 25. 1984) -- Kentucky's 1984 winners of the Presidential Award 
for Excellence in Science and Math Teaching agree that being a friend to students and 
fostering a desire to lea_rn are important to successful teaching. 
Jane Scott Sisk. a science teacher at Calloway County High School 1 and Thomas Richard 
Mowery. a math teacher at Southern Junior High School in Lexington. were among 104 teachers 
chosen this month to receive the award. The recognition includes $5.000 grants from 
the National Science Foundation tp improve the science and math programs at their schools. 
I :c 
Each winner also received a one-week expense.-paid trip to Washington. D.C. Both 
of Kentucky's winning teachers are there this week (Oct. 23-26) to participate in an 
awards ceremony at the White House and take part in a working conference on the teaching of 
.pre.College mathematics and science. I 
' 
Sisk and Mowery were co~nded by Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Alice McDonald. who said. "Programs of this type not only benefit the individual teachers 
and their schools but call attention to the dedication and accomplishments of all teachers." 
Teachers nominated for the award were required to submit career infonnation and 
answers to essay questions. The responses submitted by Sisk and·Mowery show that both 
take pride in the teaching profession and strive to develop relationships with their students. 
110ne does not become a successful teacher without being a counselor and friend to 
students as well," Sisk said in her essay. "The teacher is the only adult many students 
feel they can trust or turn to for advice and friendship." 
Sisk said she felt a responsibility to instill in students the desire to learn and 
to understand that learning is a stimulating, life·long process. 
l She teaches general biology and special topics fn biology to students in grades 10, 
11 and 12 at Calloway County High School in Murray. She is the sponsor for the school's 
When our schools work.. Kentucky works. 
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Kentucky Junior Academy of Science affiliate group and works with student participants in 
various academic projects and competitions. 
She has taught general science, biology, life science, anatomy and physiology, and 
special topics in.biology at Calloway County High since 1967. 
Mow~ry teaches grades eight and nine at Southern Junior High and ffnds it exc1tfng 
to teach· mathematics in the 1980s. 
"Since my junior year in high school I have desired to teach mathematics. After nine 
years of teaching I have not been disappointed," he said in his essay. to the Presidential 
Awards conmittee. 
"The daily rewards of watching students grasp concepts, giving students time to talk 
about their concerns and Celebrations, and participating in a delightful learning environ-
ment with young students help kee~ me young, energized and positive due to their 
refreshingly hopeful attit\Jdes •. " 
Mowery teaches .~lgebra I -and II, geometry and computer literacy, coaches the 
school's math bowl team and is director of intramural activities. He also works with 
gifted mathematics students and has developed a pilot program and curriculum for junior 
high computer literacy. 
He began teaching in 1974 and has been at the Lexington school since 1976.-
Kentucky's Presidential Award winners have specific plans for the $5,000 grants their 
schools will receive. SiSk says in her essay that she hopes ~he money will become a 
nucleus for a perpetual fund that would generate income to be used for enrichment in the 
sciences. 
Among her suggested uses for that income are the purchase of periodicals 
for science classrooms, the purchase of equipment for research projects. and financial 
aid for students who cannot afford to pursue field studies and science activities •. 
Mowery hopes to apply the .$5,000 grant toward the purchase of additional resource 
books for his students' use and the purctiase of an IBM computer: system for use by the 
school's administrative staff. He participated. in an IBM sunrner program on the use of the 
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The school would be the first in Fayette County. he said, to demonstTate how a 
computer c-an allow school administrators more time to get into classrooms and work toward 
improvement of the instructional program. 
Candidates for the Presidential Award were nominated by colleagues, administrators, 
students or students' parents. In each state and in Puerto Rico and the District of 
Col1111bia, selection cormnittees . chose two science teachers and two mathematics teachers 
as state winners and national candidates. 
One science teacher and one math teacher in each state were then selected to 
receive the Presidential Award. 
The Kentucky candidates included mathematics teacher James R. Moore of Danville 
High School and science teacher Shirley S. Lauterbach of Oldham County Middle 
School in Buckner. 
Moore teaches trigonometry, analytic geometry, calculus and computer prograrmning 
to students in grades nine, 10, 11 and 12. He has been on the faculty of the Governor's 
Scholars Program and is involved in a variety of continuing education and professional 
activities. 
Lauterbach teaches earth science and accelerated science for students in the 
seventh and eighth grades. She has been an instructor for several enrichment programs and 
has written or assisted in the development of a number of presentations, publications 
and curricula. 
The Presidential Awards Program is administered by the National Science Teachers 
Association, the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics and the Council of State 
Science Supervisors. It is part of a pro~ram to encourage excellence in education by 
recognizing outstanding schools and teachers. 
I H 
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Telephone (502) 564-4770 
PBESS ROW 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Oct. 24, 1984) -- The Career Ladder Development 
Corrmittee will hold its organizational meeting at 10 a.m. Friday (Oct. 26) in the 
state board room of the Kentucky Department of Education on the first floor of 
the Capital Plaia Tower. 
The 25-member coll'mittee was appointed by Gov. Martha Layne Collins as 
a result of legislation approVed by the 1984 General Assembly. The legislation, 
Senate Bill 26, calls for the coTIInittee to develop a career-ladder plan for teachers 
~- to be submitted to the Interim Joint Corrmittee on Education. 
l 
After approval by the legislative corrmitte~, the plan would go to the 
1986 General Assembly. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald will open the meeting 
and conduct the election of a chairman and vice chainnan. The group will also 
hear from Collins and from two people who will provide background information on 
career-ladder plans in other states. 
Dr. Phillip Schlechty, an .education professor at the University of 
North Carolina and co-developer of the career-ladder plan for the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg School System in North Carolina, will discuss the concept and potential 
of the career ladder. 
Karen Weeks, director of the Career Ladder Clearinghouse at Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville, Tenn., will have as her topic ncheckpoints to Success 
in Planning for a Career Ladder. n 
MORE 
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Ke~tuCky 1 s· present teacher-compensation plan, certification program 
and tenure law will be described by er. Donald Hunter. assistant superintendent 
of the Covington Independent School District and a consultant to the Kentucky 
Department of Education. 
Rita Lindsey, a specialist in teacher evaluation with the department. 
will review the legislative mandate to the advisory comnittee. 
Hunter will serve as staff director to the Career Ladder Development 
Colllllittee. Lindsey will be the study coordinator. 
·-··- __ _, __ -- ·---
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Telephone (5021 564-4770 
PRESS ROW 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Oct. 24, 1984). -- The state Advisory Council for Gifted 
and Talented Education will hold its organizational meeting at 10 a.m. Friday 
(Oct. 26) at the Vest-Lindsey House on Hashington and Mapping streets in Frank.fort. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald and James Ratcliffe, 
chainnan of the State Board of Education, are ex-officio members of the council, 
whtch was named by Gov. Martha Layne Collins in response to legislation approved 
by the 1984 General Assembly. 
The 11-member council includes teachers, administrators, teacher educators 
and parent representatives. Under House Bill 87, the group is to make reco~ndations 
on the identification and instruction of gifted and talented students to the 
State Board of Education, the governor and the 1986 General Assembly. 
When our schools work, Kentucky works. 
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Telephone (502) 564-4394 
SPECIAL TO LOCAL MEOIA 
FRANKFORT, KY. (Oct. 24. 1984) -- Eleven Kentucky high school students have 
been selected as semifinalists in the 21st annual National Achievement Scholarship 
Program for Ouistanding Negro Students. 
The students were Carolyn Smith, Elizabethtown; Shanda Ball, Fort Knox; Kevin 
Anderson and Dana Miller, both of Frankfort; Angelia Williams and Eric Williams, both 
of Hopkinsville; Saundra Peters, Lancaster; Oelania Amos, Louisville; Carla Coleman, 
Middletown; and Gregory Johnson and Dawnita Wilson, both of Paducah. 
Participation in the program is limited to black secondary school students 
who are citizens of the United States. Students must request consideration in the 
achievement program at the time they take the preliminary Scholastic Aptitude Test 
and National Merit Scholarship qualifying test. 
The program identifies and honors academically promising black high school 
students and encourages them to continue their formal educatibn, Superintendent of 
Public Instruction Alice McDonald said. The program also offerS college scholarships 
each year to some of the most outstanding participants. 
Since its inception in 1g55, the National Achievement Scholarship Program 
has honored 77,000 black st~dents. It has also identified the students to colleges 
and universities 1n the United States in an effort to broaden their admission and 
financial-aid opportunities. 
§ § 
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Telephone (502) 564-4 770 
SPECIAL TO LOCAL MEDIA 
FRANKFORT, lfy. (Oct. 29. 1984) -- Forty 11ambassadors of the classroom" 
have returned to their home corrmunities after a reunion with oth;r participants 
in the first Corrrnonwealth Institute for Teachers and an opportunit.Y to suggest 
educational irrprovements to the state's top education officials. 
The follow-up weekend at the Executive West in Louisville was the first 
of two scheduled for the teachers who took part in th~ enrichment seminar held at 
the University of Kentucky in June. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald, who earlier challenged 
the teachers to become 11ambassadors of the classro~m." said their suggestions for 
change and their research papers giving corrrnunity opinions on education would be 
submitted to staff members of the Department of Education for review t1nd recolllllE!ndations. 
aThese outstanding teachers from throughout the state represent a valuable 
pool of talent, and the department intends to make full use of their colll11itm:!nt, 
their talents and their expertise, 11 she said. 
The group includes (name) 
who teaches at (school, district) 
The local teacher said {insert statement here) 
The Co111110nwealth Institute for Teachers was co-sponsored by the Department 
of EducatiOn and the Kentucky Educational Foundation, aided by a $25.000 qrant from 
the Ashland Oil Foundation. MORE 





Topics of discussion during the weekend session included teacher 
(. evaluation, teaCher effectiveness, proposals for a career ladder for.teachers, 
and ways of involving the institute rrembers in educational improvement at the 
state level: . 
( 
( 
se"ssfons on teacher evaluation were conducted by Dr. Don Hunter, deputy 
superintendent of curriculum and instruction with the Covington Independent 
School District and a consultant to the Department of Education. 
Dr. Stephen K. Miller, an assistant professor at the University of 
Louisville School of Education, conducted group sessions on teacher effectiveness. 
Teachers who took part in the institute were selected by the Department 
of Education on the basis of applications and letters of reconmenda.tion. 
The institute was ooe of the first projects sponsored by the Kentucky 
Educational Foundation, a private, non-profit corporation made up of representatives 
of major businesses throughout the state. The foundation was fonned to raise iooney 
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Telephone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Oct. 26, 1984) -- Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Alice McDonald will visit schools in the Ashland and Russell areas and discuss 
educational concerns with colll!lunity leaders there on Wednesday (Oct. 31) and 
Thursday (Nov. 1). 
McDonald will also take part in the dedication of a $3 million expansion 
of the Ashland State Vocation"al-Technical School on Thursday. 
Local education officials will accompany McDonald on visits to schools 
C.~ in Ashland and Boyd County beginning at 10:30 a.m. Wednesday. She will attend a 
reception at the Russell Independent School District at 1:30 p.m. Thursday and 
then visit schools in that district. 
The state superintendent is scheduled to take part in a forum on education 
with civic leaders and area legislators at 8:45 a.m. Wednesday at the Third National 
Bank in Ashland. She will address the Ashland Kiwanis Club at noon Wednesday at 
McClure•s Restaurant. 
McDonald will speak at the vocational school dedication at 10 a.m. 
Thursday. She will discuss current issues in education at a meeting of the 
Russell Rotary Club at noon that day at the Russell YMCA. 
The three new vocational buildings to be dedicated are across McCullough 
Drive from the original facility and will add about 50 1 000 square feet to the 
96,000 square feet already available for vocational programs there. 
l 
l Charles Chattin, administrator of the FIVCO vocational region. said the 
---- --
ne-w--fa-cility would house a public ::::ice area for training firefighters and 
When our schools work. Kentucky works. 
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eme:rgency medical te~hnicians and would provide space to expand the school's 
programs in·auto body repair and auto mechanics. 
The additional space will also be used for a process instrumentation 
department. a learning lab for remedial instru~tion in the basic skills, heavy 
equipment maintenance and repair, upgrade training, apprenticeship programs and 
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Telephone (502) 564-4?70 
FRANKFORT, KY. (Nov. 1, 1984) The career Ladder Development Corrmittee has taken 
the initial steps toward developing a system of career _advancement fOr teachers. 
Gov. Martha Layne Collins and Superintendent of Publfc Instruction Alice McDonald 
shared the podium at the opening meeting of the 25-member group in Frankfort on 
Friday (Oct. 26). The corrmittee was named in response to legislation approved by the 
General Assembly. 
The status of teachers in Kentucky must be improved in order to provide excellence 
in education for the state's chi-ldren and young people. Collins told the colllllittee 
(- members. 
"Teaching is the most important mission that anyone could undertake." she said. 
uoevelopment of a career ladder is essential if excellent teaching is to be rewarded 
and excellent teachers are to advance.u 
A fair and adequate compensation system for teachers is an important element 
in achieving academic excellence. McDonald said. 
She noted that 42 bills dealing with quality and accountability in education 
were passed in the last legislative session. 
"We in Kentucky have already done more than many other states that have received 
national headlines," McDonald said. •we have done more, because we have done as much 
is less time with substantially less money." 
The state superintendent sulllllarized topics the colllllittee would have to address to 
make the career ladder fair to all present and future teachers. These included teacher 
l evaluation. criteria for advancement, compensation for promotion and others. 








Jhe career ladders that are being used in other states were discussed by 
Karen Weeks. the director of the Career Ladder Clearinghouse at Vanderbilt 
University in Nashville. Tenn., and Or. Phillip Schlechty, co-developer of 
the career-ladder system for the Charlotte-Mecklenburg School District in 
North Carolina. 
McDonald designated Dr. Don Hunter, assistant superintendent of the 
Covington Independent School District, as th~ staff director for the 
development of the career-ladder plan and Rita Lindsey, an evaluation 
specialist with the Department of Education, as the project coordinator. 
The COlllllittee's membership includes representatives of the Council 
on Teacher Education and Certification, the Kentuc~y Education Association, 
the Kentucky Association of School Administrators, the Kentucky School Boards 
Association and citizens at large. 
Ray Nystrand, secretary of the Arts and Humanities Cabinet, was appointed 
chainnan of an ad hoc subc01TV11ittee. This corrmittee will nominate officers 
at the next full col!'fllittee meeting. Selection of a chainnan was delayed until 
then. 
The subcolllllittee will also work with Department of Education staff 
members assigned to the colll!littee to develop operati.onal guidelines • 
. # # 
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Source: Ruby Sexton 
Office of Research 
and Planning 
( 
Allee Mcrlonald, Superintendent of Publlc' /nstructlon 
CONTACT' 
Barbara McDaniel 
Telephone (502} 564-4770 
STATEWIDE AND PRESS ROW 
FRANKFORT, )\y, (Nov. 1, 1984) -- An advisory council i.~ng the 
finishing touches on a code of student conduct that will serve as a model for 
codes to be developed in the state's 180 local school districts. 
Members of the Kentucky Council on Student Discipline reviewed and 
recommended changes in a draft of the proposed code at a meeting in Frankfort on 
Monday (Oct. 29). 
The meeting was the last scheduled for the council, which was appointed 
by Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald in response to legislation 
approv!!d by the 1g84 Genera 1 Assembly. 
McDonald said a revised version of the model code, incorporating suggestions 
and additions proposed at the meeting, would be sent to members for their approval 
and cormients before being submitted to the State Board of Education later this 
month. 
Chief Judge Julia Adams of the Clark-Madison dist:ict, who heads the 
council, noted that the requirements spelled out in the model code "are roorely 
reconmendations and guidelines" for the codes of conduct to be de·veloped by local 
districts. 
Under the legislation, Senate Bill 26, the discipline guidelines are to 
be sent to local districts by Jan. 11 after their approval by th~ state board. 
Under a procedure provided in the guidelines, local districts are to form corrmittees 
to write their own codes of student conduct. 
After approval by the local board of education, each c~de will be reviewed 
by the state board to verify its compliance with the broad guidelines of the roodel code. 
When our schools work.. Kentucky works. MORE 
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The target date for implementing local codes is September 1985 . The 
legislation callfi for distribution of the local codes to all students and parents 
.• 
fn the distrt;:ct. 
The guidelines recormend steps to orient each school and corrmunity . ·• 
to the cod~~ ~aying, "The objective is to have all participants understand that 
discipline is an integral c_omponent of education and to appreciate the code's 
contribution to an orderly learning environment." 
In addition to recoll'flW?nding procedures and content for local codes, the model 
code spells out student rights and responsibilities-.and deals with 5uch issues as 
corporal punishment, criminal violations, repeated infractions, suspension and expulsion. 
Objectives of the discipline code, as given fn a foreword, include 
a reduction in dropouts, improvement of school climate and effectiveness, improvement 
of teachers' morale, increased· student self-control and greater involvement of 
parents and the corrmunity in local schools. 
The guidelines provide that schools with existing codes of student 
conduct can have those codes reviewed by local conmittees and either submit.them 
in their present fonn 1 if they meet the guidelines, or modify_ them to meet the 
guidelines before submitting them to the state board for approval. 
Council subcorrrnittees were headed by Robert Cusick Jr. of Louisville, 
president of Kentucky Youth Advocates, rights; Harlan Fleming, principal of East 
Carter High School in Grayson, responsibilitiesi state Rep. Carl Hines·, D-Louisville, 
a member of the Interim Joint Corrrnittee on Education, conduct; and Allen Day, chainnan 
of the Spencer County Board of Education, process ·and content. 
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Alice 11c:Donald, Superlntendent of Public Instruction 
CONTACT: 
Barbara McDaniel 
Telephone (502) 564-4770 
STATEWIDE Arm PRESS ROW 
FRANKFORT, KY. {Nov. 2, 1984) -- For the estimated 700,000 Kentucky adults who 
cannot read most of the words in this story, help i~ just a toll-free phone call 
away. 
The state Department of Education now sponsors a toll-free line for people 
seeking programs that teach adults how to read. The number is (800} 372-7179. 
Callers can get information from the department's comprehensive directory of 
adult literacy programs offered throughout the state by the Department of Education 
and the Kentucky Department for Libraries and Archives. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald says the new service 
is one of many steps being taken by the two departments to address the problem 
of adult illiteracy in the_state. 
•for whatever reasons, one cut of every five of the adults in Kentucky cannot 
read well enough to cope with many demands of daily life," McDonald said. •Kentucky 
may rank first nationally in the need fer adult literacy programs, but we are 
striving to rank first in progress toward solving the problem. 11 
Jim Nelson, cclTlllissicner of the Department of Libraries and Archives. said 
his agency and the Department of Education have planned a series of cooperative 
efforts to reduce adult illiteracy. 
PBoth departments recognize the social and economic benefits of a mare 
literate population." he said. "We are working together toward that goal." 
People who dial the "800" number at the Department of Education between 8 a.m. 
and 4:30 p.m. on weekdays reach Laura Graham. who talks to callers about their 
MORE 
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: ~resent reading abilit~es and directs them to the appropriate literacy program in·their areas. 
(-· She also talks· wfth callers who want to volunt~er their services to the adult 
( 
( 
' literacy campaign'and directs them to programs in need of their help. A number of the 
adult reading programs in the state use volunteer tutors extensively. 
While the toli-free liTie is available to anyone wishing to call for information, 
literacy coordinator Kathy Esposito advises that the program can provide personalized 
service when the caller is the non-reading adult seeking help or the potential volunteer. 
"We urge people who read about this new service to pass the word along to their 
adult friends and relatives who want to learn to read or help others ·learn to read," 
she said. "There are literacy programs in all geographic areas of the state, with help 
available free of charge." 
The toll-free telephone s.ervice costs $230 per month and is financed with federal 
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Te}ephone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Nov. 2, 1984) -- Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Alice McDonald will welcome participants in the 19~4 National Adult Education 
Conference and pay tribute to the late U.S. Rep. Carl D. Perkins in Louisville 
on Wednesday (Nov. 7). 
McDonald will speak at I p.m. at the opening general session at the Galt 
House and will present a pla~ue honoring Perkins, a longtime Eastern Kentucky 
legislator who headed the House Education and Labor Colllllittee for 17 years, to 
his son, Chris Perkins. 
Perkins, a Democrat from Hindman, died Aug. 3 at the age of 71. He had 
been scheduled to serve as honorary chainnan of the conference. During 
his 36 years in the House of Representatives he was instrumental in the passage 
of landmark education legislation, including bills relating to adult education. 
McDonald will also hold a reception for state directors of adult education 
from throughout the nation at 7 p.m. Wednesday at the Galt House. 
The national conference, which continues through Saturday, h!ls as its 
theme "Designs for Learning in an Infonnation Society." The featured speaker at 
the opening session w.ill be David Mathews, president of the Charles Kettering 
Foundation and chairman of the National Consortium for Public Policy Education He 
is a fonner secretary of the U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare. 
Also scheduled to speak during the conference are Dame Nita Barrow 
of Barbados, West Indies, president of the International Council for Adult Education, 
and Harold McGraw, founder of McGraw-Hill Publishing Co. and president of the Business 
Council for Adult Literacy in New York City. 
The conference is sponsored by the American Association for Adult and 
Continuing Education. ## 
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Telephone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Nov. Z, 1984) -- Secondary teachers in Kentucky are 
eligible to apply for fellowships from the Council" for Basic Education 
for independent study during the sunmer of 1985. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald said the $3,000 
fellowships, which are available to teachers with master's degrees and five years' 
experience in teaching the huinanities, were a way of recognizing outstanding 
teachers and emphasizing the inportance of the humanities in p·ublic education. 
The program for teachers in grades 9 through 12 is sponsored by the 
Council for Basic Education and the National Endowment for the Humanities and 
is in its third year. About 150 fellowships are to be awarded each year through 1987. 
The application deadline is Dec. 1. Application fonns and information 
are available from Independent StudY in the Humanitie!, Dept. 099 CN6331 1 Princeton. 
N.J. 08541-6331. 
## 
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Allee McDonald, Superintendent of Publlc Instruction 
CONTACT: 
Barbara McDaniel 
Telephone (502) 564-4770 
STATEWIDE AND PRESS ROW 
FRANKFORT, KY (Oct. 31, 1984)--The Advisory ColTlllittee for Educational 
Improvement adopted a code of ethics in testing to ensure the integrity of the 
state testing program at a meeting in Frankfort to.day (Oct. 31). 
The code of ethics establishes test-related procedures for teachers, 
administrators and other school district personnel. 
The document sets guidelines for student preparation as well as for 
professional preparation and test administration. It also presents guidelines for 
test scheduling and test storage. 
The code also requires principals and superintendents to verify that the 
test documents are valid and that the test was administered correctly. 
The code of ethics adopted by the advisory colllllittee will be presented 
to the State Board of Education for approval at its meeting on Nov. 28. 
The conmittee heard reports from staff members of the Department of 
Education on testing workshops now being held throughout the state and on· the 
status of the essential skills listSbefng developed in the areas of writing, 
spelling and library or reference skills. 
The col!lllittee also received a report on the public hearing 
on the educational improvement implementation plan 
required under Senate Bill 202·, which was passed b}.'. _the lgs4 
General Ass_embly. 
uThe actions of this conmittee are essential to improving education in 
Kentucky and ensuring that the new state testing program will be effective and 
valid," said Alice McDonald, superintendent of public instruction. 
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Kentucky Educational Fou11dation, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1403 
Frankrort, Kentucky 40602 (502)564-4770 
STATEWIDE AND PRESS ROW 
Source: Ruby Sexton 
Contact: Jeanne Oawahare 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Nov. I, 1984) Flags of Excellence will 
soon be flying over 43 Kentucky schools selected for that honor 
by the Kentucky Educational Foundation. 
Principals of the winning schools, whfch were chosen on 
the ~as~s of achievement test scores, hfgh attendance ~nd low 
dropout rates, were notified of th"e awards this wee~. 
The principals. their superintendents and a student 
representative from each of the winning schools hav~ been invited 
to a formal presentation at 10 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 10, in the 
Capitol rotunda. 
Other participants wiil include Gov. Martha Layne Collins, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald and board 
lll?mbers of the Kentucky Educational Founda~fon, a private, non~profit 
corporation fonned to support and ~nrich the-state'S educational system. 
Bands of the winning high schools have been invited to 
play during the cererrony. They include Hale Traditional High School 
in ~efferson County, Highlands High School in the Fort Th9nias Independent 
School .District, Hurray High School in the ~urray Independent School 
District and Model Laboratory High School at Eastern Kentuclo' University 
in Richmond. 
Foundation Chairinan G. Ted Smith, senior vice president 
of Texas Gas Resources Corp. in CMensboro. said that next year the 
flag program would include the awarding of Flags of Progress nto • 
schools striving to reach new levels of outstanding perfonnant:e." 
He said the foundation was sponsoririg the Flags of 
Excellence program in cooperation with the Kentucky Departrrent of 
Education "to recognize schools that have achieved certain levels 
of quality. n MORE 










These .standards. which include having 80 percent of the student body 
score at or ab~ve th_e 50th percentile on achievement tests that are given each 
year in all Jeentucky districts, can be attained only through hard work and 
COlll!litnent, Smith Said. 
"The Flag of Excellence and the Flag of Progress should bring about 
a spirit of pride and a sense of accomplishmerlt fort~~ administration, faculty 
and student body of a school," he said. 
McDonald said th_e prog!'am would provi.de an opportunity to recognize· 
schools for their academic achievements. The presence of the distinctive barlners · 
on the schools' flagpoles should also be a motivational factor for the staff 
and student body, she said. 
The awarding of the specially desi9ned. standard-size flags is being 
scheduled in conjunction with the observance of American Education Week from 
Nov. 11 through 17. The project was among those adopted by the foundation at 
its September meeting. 
In addition to the four high schools. flags will be awarded to two 
junior high or middle schools and 37 elementary schools from districts throughout 
the state. 
McDonald said the method of selection made it possible to recognize 
individual schools that have met the standards of excellence- set even though the 
district as a whole might not have attained those levels. The Flags of Progress 
will honor schools for their own progress. she noted, rather than comparing them 
with other schools across the state. 
The junior high or middle schools scheduled to receive Flags of 
Excelleiice are Anchorage Junior High School in the Anchorage Independent School 
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Elementary schools to be honored, and their districts, are Anchorage, 
Anchorage Independent; Hager, Ashland Independent; W.R. McNeill, Bow_ling Green 
Independent; Garner, Boyd; Boyle County Primary, Boyle; Fredbnia, Caldwell County; 
Belmont, Holiday, Millbrooke and Morningside, Christian County; and Becknerville 
ar.d Providence, Clark County. 
Others are Model Laboratory, Eastern Kentucky University, Richmond; 
W.P. Renfroe, Fairview Independent; Stonewall, Fayette County; Flemingsburg, 
Fleming County; Kingsolver, Fort Knox; Johnson, Moyer and Woodfill, Fort Thomas 
Independent; .. Happy Valley, Glasgow ·Independent; and Haw~sville, Hancock County. 
Also receiving flags are Audubon, Carter and Greathouse Shryock traditional 
schools and Brown, Goldsmith Lane, Hite and Price, Jefferson County;'White Hall, Madison 
Count.Yi Sharpe, Marshall County; Coxs Creek, Nelson County; Goshen, Oldham County;· 
Sutton, Orlensboro Independent; Phelps, Pike County; Bellefonte, Russell Independent; 





from the ~entucl<y Deparlment of Education 
Alice .McDonald, Sup~rlntendent of Public Instru.ctlon 
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Telephone (502} 564-4776 
STATEWIDE AND PRESS ROW 
FRANKFORT. Ky. (Nov. 8, 1984) -- Ken~ucky's public schools spent a 
hi!iher proportion of their budgets on instruction .in 1983-84 than in previous 
years, reports compiled by the Kentucky Department of Education show. 
Robert Spillman, associate superint~ndent for local services, said the 
total expenditures for current operations increased by $82 million last year. Of 
that aioount, $59 million was spent for direct instructional programs, he said. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald noted that the 
increase made up 72 percent of the new moneys available for education last year. 
"The allocation of this proportion of our total resources to instruction 
represents a significant new e~hasis in Kentucky schools," she said. 
Expenditures. o~ instructio_nal programs ma~e up- 54.8 percent of the 
1983-84 budget of $1.4 billion in local, state and federal funds, or about $786 
million. The reriiaining funds went for transpo~tation, maintenanc~, ~chool lunch 
programs, support services and other costs. 
In previous years, expenditures on instruction hove~d between 52 percent. 
a~d 53 percent of the total budget. The percentage was 54.4 in 1981-82 but dropped 
to 52,9 in 1982-83. 
The $786 million spent on instructional programs last year represents 
an 8.1 percent iF.crease over the $727 million spent on instruction during 1982-83. 
Ali.hough it is too soon to see a lasting trend, Spillman said, the 
l 1983-84 increase indicates a statewide effort to -hold down administrative costs 
in order to funnel DX>re resources into the instructional programs. 
MORE 
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12.7 percent to. $1.5 million, and property insurance increased 3.4 percent to 
$2.9 million: 
"We have worked hard to hold insurance costs down," Spillman said, 
citing e department study of bus insurance rates and efforts to encourage districts 
to seek bids on all their insurance. 
"Insurance is a 'what if' proposition," he said. "When you need it, you 
really need it. When all goes well, you don't need it at all. Either way, it 
doesn't help kids to learn. 
"If we can get the coverage we need at lower cost through the simple 
practice of bidding all insurance, then, by golly, every district ought to bid 
all insurance!" 
Salaries for teachers and principal~ rose from 4.5 percent for secondary 
principals to a high of 8.0 percent for elementary librarians. 
Salary increases in 1983-84 averaged 7.0 percent for all staff members, 
reflecting the cost-of-living increases granted by the 1982 General Assembly and 
step increases. Spending on substitute personnel for teachers who were ill or 
on other types of leave rose $700,000, to nearly $11.7 million. 
Expenditures of federal funds fell, reflecting a decrease in revenues 
received from federal sources. Declines in this area were partially offset, however, 
by the fact that the federal funds due Kentucky were received on time. That saved 
districts from having to borrow on a short-tenn basis to cover the coSts of programs 
partially or fully financed by the federal government. 
In some cases where federal funds were no longer provided for specific 
programs, the districts maintained the programs by spending local funds. 
During the 1983-84 school year Kentucky spent a total of $1J434,095,490 
on its public schools, from all sources. 
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"Tha~'S very positive," Spillman said. "After all, we are in business 
to teach kids. That•s how we should spend the bulk of our money, on teaching kids." 
Some of the increases came in the area of help for teachers. The costs 
of secretarial and clerical assistance were up 7.7 percent, and costs for 
teachers• aides rose 7. 7 percent, the reports show. 
Costs for voluntary testing in the elementary grades went up 6.4 percent, 
supplementary books in the secondary grades were up 22.7 percent, and secondary 
school teaching supplies rose 22.2 percent. Expenditures on new textbooks jumped 
72. l percent. 
In the capital outlay account, spending on equipment for instructional 
purposes more than doubled, reflecting purchases of computer hardware and 
software for local schools. 
Oth~r good news for state analysts was contained in the investment account. 
School districts' income on investments of cash accounts rose 10.B percent. or 
$2.2 million, to a total of slightly more than $22 million. This $22 million in 
interest income, Spillman noted, would be enough to pay the average salaries of 
nearly 1, 120 teachers. 
Spillman and the Department of Education's finance office have been 
working with districts over the past several years to increase returns from 
investments and to ensure that interest is earned on temporarily idle cash. 
0 State law very carefully defines the investments districts can make with 
surplus or funds to be used for a specific purpose at a specific time," Spillman 
said. 0 However, it is not sound practice to settle for a 5 percent return when 
8 percent can be achieved with equal safety. 0 
Hos~ school districts do a good job of investing their cash and are to 
be co11111ended for that, he added. 
Spending on gasoline, lubricants, tires and parts for Kentuc~y•s fleet 
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STATEWIDE AND PRESS ROW 
CONTACT, 
Barbara McDaniel 
Telephone (502} 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Nov. a, 1984) -- A workshop focusing on ways of 
improving the perfonnance of female and minority students in mathematics and 
scientific fields will be held in Louisville next week. 
The Kentucky Department of Education will sponsor the workshop on 
"Equity and Excellence in Education With Emphasis in Mathematics and Science," which is 
scheduled Wednesday through Friday (Nov. 14-16) at the Galt House. 
Superintendent of Public InstructiOn Alice McDonald said the workshop 
was designed to focus attention on the problem of low achievement in math and 
science by female and minority students and to find ways to help those students 
improve their perfonnance. 
RWe must make sure that wonlen and minorities are adequately prepared 
to meet the career opportunities now available to them," she said._ 11To achieve 
this, we must find ways of improving their perfonnance in math and opening the 
way for them to excel in scientific and computer-related fields." 
Dr. James Fouche, associate superintendent for inst'ruction, said the 
workshop was being held in response to studies showing that females and minorities 
have significantly lower levels of achievement in math, science and computer science. 
Although there are many individual exceptions, overall achieverrent by 
female and minority students lags behind that of males and non-minorities in 
math and science, he said. 
Fouche will speak at the opening general session at 1 p.m. Wednesday on 
"Equity and Excellence: A Challenge to Kentucky Education." Dr. Kala Stroup, 
. MORE 




president of Murray State University, will discuss teacher expectations and 
stu~ent achievement at a dinner at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday. 
Martin B. Schneiderman, director of computer education programs for._ 
the Educat1ona1 Testing Service in Princeton, N.J., will discuss computer educatiQn 
at a general session at 8 a.m. Thursday. 
(cq) 
Madalyn Reed of the Houston (Texas) School District will discuss "The 
Relationship Between Education and Industry" at 11:20 a.m. Thursday, and Alice 
Moses, president of the National Science Teachers Association, will speak at a 
luncheon at 12:10 p.m. Thursday. 
Pat Casserly of the Educational Testing Service will discuss "Criteria 
of an Equity Program" at 8 a.m. Friday. "Mathematics? Science? and Vocational 
Education" will be the topic of a discussion by Robert Petry, principal of Scott 
Detrick Area Vocational Education Center fn Louisville, and Alan Rose, personnel 
director of Hohm and Haas Kentucky Inc., at 8:45 a.m. Friday. 
Henry Heuser Jr., chairman of the board of Henry Vogt Machine Co. of 
Louisville. will lead a discussion of the education-industry relationship at 
10 a.m. Friday. 
Panel discussions and small-group sessions will be Ted by staff members 
of the Department of Education, outstanding Kentucky teachers and nationally 
recognized authorities in the fields of math and science education and educational 
equity. 
Among the participants are Or. Glenda Partee, assistant director of 
educational equity for the Council of Chief State School Officers; Dr. Laurie 
Reyes, professor of mathematics education at the University of Georgia; Dr. Nancy 
Krefnberg, director of Project EQUALS a·t the University of California; Dr. Westina 
Matthews, director of Chicago Col!ITlunity Trust; and Dr. Lucille Croom, a mathematics 
( professor at City University of New York. 
The workshop is designed for school administrators, counselors, math and 
science teachers, tea.cher educators, vocational administrators and teachers, and 
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STATEWIDE AND PRESS ROW 
Telephone (502)564-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Nov. 8, 1984) -- The nation's capital is transfonred 
into a classroom through a non-profit educational program that is now available 
to many Kentucky high school students. 
The program, which is sponsored by the Close Up Foundation of Arlington, 
Va., gives students and teachers an opportunity to see their government in action. 
They also take part in workshops with members of Congress, lobbyists, reporters, 
representatives of the executive and judicial branches, and experts on foreign 
and domestic issues. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald, who serves on 
the foundation 1 s advisory board, said the aim of the Close Up program was to 
familiarize young people with the governmental process, to offer teachers firsthand 
experiences they can carry back to the classroom, and to encourage direct citizen 
involvement in government. 
The program, founded in 1971 1 was introduced in Kentucky in 1981 1 and 
44 Kentucky schools are among the more than 2,200 member schools from throughout 
the United States. 
In the past four years 273 Kentucky students and teachers have attended 
the weeklong Washington seminar, including 106 this year, McDonald said. More than 21,00( 
students and teachers from throughout the nation took part this year, she sa~d. 
U.S. Sen. Wendell Ford, o-·Ky., also serves on the Close Up Foundation Board 
of Advisers. A third Kentucky member was the late U.S. Rep. Carl O. Perkins, through 
whose influence a number of Eastern Kentucky schools became involved in the program. 
MORE 









Perkins, a Democrat from Hindman, represented the 7th Congressional 
District in EaStern Kentucky from 1948 until his death Aug. 3 at t~e age of 71. 
He also headed the House Education and Labor Co0111ittee for 17 years. 
One of the most active leaders in the Kentucky Close Up program 
is Ray Smith, an instructional supervisor in the Bullitt County Schools and 
the area administrator for Close Up. This year Bullitt County was also the 
site of the area's first local Close Up program, which focused on county and 
state issues. 
Close Up seeks to have the students and teachers participating in 
its Washington seminar and other programs reflect a cross section of the nation. 
The foundation picks a geographic center to introduce its programs and invites 
public, private and parochial high schools in that area to participate. 
Fellowship funds are available for teachers and students from low-
to moderate-income families. Other students pay their own way or raise money 
locally to take part in the Close Up program. 
Corrmunity sponsors in Kentucky include Mapco Inc. and R.J. Reynolds 
Industries Inc. Hany small businesses and civic groups have contributed toward 
participation by students in their co!Tlllunities, and members of the state's 
congressional delegation have supported the program by taking part in meetings 
and seminars. 













Ke~tuCky high schools taking p~rt in Close Up are: 
Bryan Station Senior High School, Lexington 
Bullitt Central High School, Shepherdsville 
Bullitt East High School, Mount Washington 
Henry Clay Senior High School, Lexington 
·East Hardin Hiqh School, Glendale 
Fort Knox Dependent High School, Fort Knox 
Lafayette Senior High-School, Lexington 
Male High School, Louisville 
Mercer County High School, Harrodsburg 
Nelson County High School, Bardstown 
North Bullitt High School, Shepherdsville 
North Hardin High School, Radcliff 
St. Xavier High School, Louisville 
Shelby County High School, Shelbyville 
Spencer County High School, Taylorsville 
Tates Creek Senior High School, Lexington 
Waggener High School, Louisville 
Washington County High School, Springfield 
West Hardin High School, Stephensburg 
Woodford County High School, Versailles 
Allen Ceotral High School, Eastern (Floyd County} 
Belfry High School, Bel.fry (Pike County) 
Paul G. Blazer High School, Ashland 
Boyd County High School, Ashland 
Dorton High School, Dorton (P;ke County) 
East Carter High School, Grayson 
Elkhorn City School, Elkhorn City 
Elliott County High School, Sandy Hook 
Fairview High School, Ashland 
Feds Creek High School. Feds Creek (Pike County) 
Greenup County High School, Greenup 
Johns Creek High School, Pikeville 
Knott County Central High School, Hindman 
McDowell High School, McDowell 
Hillard High SChool, Pikeville 
Mullins High School. Pikeville 
Paintsville High School, Paintsville 
Pikeville High School, Pikeville 
Raceland High School, Raceland 
Russell High School, Russell 
Sheldon Cl~rk High School, Inez 
Virgie High School, Virgie (Pike County) 
West Carter High School, Olive Hill 
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Telephone (502) 564-4770 
FOR LOCAL MEDIA 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Nov. 9, 1984) - This week's edition of "Education Notebook" 
is divided into two segments titled "Small Universes" and "Oak Run Nature Tratl." 
In "Small Universes," Alice McDonald, superintendent of public instruction, 
introduces a group of children from Johnson County's Gifted and Talented Program 
who got a chance to attend a one-room school for a day. 
The lessons took place in the McKenzie Branch Schriol building, which has 
been moved to the Johnson County campus. The children came for their day 
at school dressed in period costumes, wrote with quills and ink and tried to 
make their historic day as authentic as possible. 
In the program teachers, parents and the children give their impressions 
of the day and CO!Jll\ent on the CO!Jll\unity bonding forged by the one-room school. 
On "Oak Run Nature Trail," Morley Davidson, a sophomore from Rowan County 
High School,t~kes viewers down his new nature trail and explains his reasons 
for wanting to take biology out of the classroom and into the wild. 
Davidson explains the process by which he established his trail and expresses 
his concerns over the condition of wildlife and the envirorunent. 
· (Nov. 11) 
The show will be aired on WLEX-TV fn Lexington at 10 a.m. Sunday, on KET 
(Nov. 16) (Nov. 17) 
at 3:30 .p.~. triday and on WHAS-TV in Louisville .at 8:30 a.m. Saturday. Check 
television listings for other dates o~ cable ·channels. 





( from the Kentucky Department ofEducallon 
Allee McDonald, Superintendent of Publfc Instruction 
Source: Ruby Sexton 
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STATEllIDE AND PRESS ROW 
COlfrACT. 
Barbara McDaniel 
Telephone (502) 564~4770 
FRANKFORT. Ky. (Nov. 16, 1984) -- Kentucky public school districts are 
about a fourth of the way along on resolving their asbestos problems, a survey 
by the state Department of Education shows. 
But schools in 121 local school districts still face asbestos abatement 
costs of about $15 million, department officials say. Some may find help in meeting 
those costs through a new federal asbestos program or through two legal actions 
involving asbestos manufacturers. 
The 170 local districts responding to the survey reported that they 
.(_. had spent nearly $4.4 million on asbestos abatement as of last spring, Superintendent 
of Public Instruction Alice McDonald said. 
That left about $15 million in asbestos abatement work to be done, she 
said, and of that amount some was probably completed during the su111Tier but not 
yet reported to the department. 
The total cost of eliminating friable asbestos -- asbestos that is 
crumbling and potentially cancer-causing -- from school buildings in Kentucky 
was estimated at $19.4 million in the survey. 
Of the 10 districts that did not respond to the survey, five had earlier 
reported they had no asbestos problems. The other five faced asbestos abatement 
costs totaling $1 million at the time of a similar Survey in 1983. 
The 170 reporting districts represented l,309 schools, of which 171 
schools in 83 districts reported problems with friable asbestos on ceilings or 
( walls. Abatement measures totaling nearly $3 million had been taken at 104 schools. 
and replacement materials had been applied by 66 schools at a cost of $562,261. 
MORE 
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The presence of friable asbestos used for insulation on pipes, boilers, 
~· storage tanks and the like is a much more prevalent problem, department officials 
said. Its presence was reported by 649 schools in 144 districts, including 76 
districts whe~e some schools also had problems with asbestos on ceilings or walls. 
c-
( 
The survey shows that abaten:ent measure.s for asbestos in plumbing-related 
uses had been taken by 411 schools at a cost of $587,375 1 and 137 schools had 
applied replacement materials at a cost of $226,114. 
Robert Spillman, associate superintendent for local services, said that 
as of the survey date 88 public schools in Kentucky still had abatement work to 
be done both for sprayed-on asbestos in school buildings and for asbestos on pipes 
or water tanks. Those schools are in 41 districts, he said. 
An additional 10 schools in eight districts had problems only with friable 
asbestos on ceilings or walls, and 404 schools in 72 districts had work remaining 
to be done only with the plumbing-related types of asbestos, he said. 
Kentucky schools with asbestos work still to be doMe may qualify for aid 
under the federal Asbestos School Hazard Abatement Act of 1984, Spillman said. An 
appropriation of $50 million was provided for the 1985 fiscal year. 
The legislation assigns responsibility for the program to the governor 
of each state, and federal guidelines are still being developed for a record-keeping 
plan to be submitted by each go11ernor 1 s office. 
Gov. Martha Layne Collins will later be asked to submit a list of Kentucky 
school districts seeking help and to assign priorities on the basis of need and the 
extent of asbestos problems in those districts. 
Kentucky school districts have also been advised by the Department of 
Education to join two legal actions involving asb~stos manufacturers if they now 
have as~estos problems or previously had such problems, said Jim Judge, director 




The deadline for filing claims in the Chapter 11 bankruptcy of Johns 
(: Manville Corp.-, ·a leading asbestos manufacturer, has been extended by a federal 
I (-
l( 
judge to Jan. 31. The state buildings director recormiended that districts unsure 
whether their materials came from Manville file claims in order to keep their optio!1s 
open. 
The other case is a class-action suit in Pennsylvania involving asbestos 
manufacturers other than Manville, Judge said. Under a recent ruling, schools that 
have already removed asbestos will be able to join in the suit in an attempt to. 
recover the money they spent. 
Notices will be sent to school systems across the country infonning them 
they are considered part of the class action unless they remove themselves from 
the suit, which names 55 asbestos manufacturers. 
"We are advising school districts that if they have or have had an asbestos 
p~oblem, they should join the suit," Judge said. The alternative of filing a separate 
suit 11 is expensive and time~consuming," he added. 
Judge said the federal legislation on asbestos abatement made local 
districts responsible for detenninfng whether asbestos hazards exist in their 
schools, notifying parents and errployees, and detennining what action, if any, 
would be taken to resolve the problem. 
The federal law does not require abatement but d~es require notification 
and the maintenance of asbestos files at each school, he said. 
"If there is asbestos in the building, then the parents and employees 
deserve to know about it, 11 Judge said. "After they are infonned, it 1 s generally 
up to the local district and its public as to what is done about the problem." 
The state Department of Education has no enforcement role with regard 
to asbestos, he noted, but is required by federal law to compile infonnation on 
the progress of local school districts in complying.with asbestos regulations and 
to forward this infonnatfon to the U.S. Department of Education. 
MORE 
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Material containing asbestos was sprayed on ceilings and walls for 
(:· insulation, a~oustics or appearance from about World War II to the early 1970s, 
before its potential hazards were generally known, Judge said. It was outlawed 
c 
for sprayed-on use in 1973 and for other building uses during the next few years, he said. 
No asbestos use was pennitted in school~ after Jan. 1, 1979, so reports 
are not required for schools built after that time. 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has estimated that up to 14,000 
schools in the United States contain crumbling_ asbestos and sets the total cost 
of removal at $1.4 billion. 
Friable asbestos on ceilings or walls is "a monumental. expensive problem 
to deal with," Judge said. 
The 1984 abatement act says that in many school.s "materials containing 
asbestos fibers have become damaged or friable, causing asbestos fiber~ to be 
dislodged into the air" and that their presence "creates an unwarranti!d hazard to 
the health of the schoolchildren and school employees whO are exposed to such materials." 
Schools employ four methods in dealing with sprayed-on asbestos, Judge 
said: an operation and maintenance plan to minimize hazardsi encapsulation in a 
lacquerlike material that makes the soft, f1aky substance hardi enclosure by some 
type of airtight walli or removal. 
Removal is "the only ultimate and final solution," Judge said. "With 
all the others, you still have the problem. The asbestos is still in the building." 
Abatement measures for asbestos on pipes, boilers or storage tanks are 
simpler and less costly, he said. They include an operation and maintenance plan to 
minimize hazards; use of some other material to cover the asbestos; or removal of 
the asbestos insulation, with or without its replacement by sorre other material. 
' 
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For Barbara McDaniel or others questioned about asbestos story: 









Wayne County * 
Williamsburg Independent 
*Those starred were reported as having no asbestos problems in the 1903 
survey. However, that survey was less extensivei Judge says it is possible 
asbestos problems do ,exist there. The questionnaire was sent to districts on 
on Feb. 27, 1984, 
Dec. 9, 1983, and a follow-up letter was sent/to those not responding by that 
time. Most of the ·reports came in around Februa:ry, March and April. 
Callers should be referred to local districts- for infonnation on 
specific districts. Th_e infonnatfon is public record; we would have to provide 
ft if nedia people have .problems getting it from local districts. However. local 
districts can also provide information on any·work done since the s~rvey. Jim 
Judge, Ext. 4326 1 has the infonnation on all responding districts. 
Ruby Sexton 
Nov. 14, 1984 
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STATEWIDE AND PRESS ROW Telephone (502)564-4710 
FRANKFORT. Ky. (Nov. 16 1 1984) -- The Kentucky State Board of Education 
wfll hold its November meeting at a school designated by. the U.S. Department of 
Education as one of the nation's 114 outstanding secondary schools. 
The board will meet at 9 a.m. N~v. ZS at Murray Hfgh School at the 
invitation of Robert G. Jeffrey, superintendent of the Murray Independent School 
DfStrfct, and 8111 Wells, principal of Murray High. The school was the only one 
1n Kentucky chosen for inclusion 1n the national Secondary School Recognition 
Program for 1983-84~ 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald said the meeting 
would give memberS of the state board· and Department of Education officials an . . 
opportunity to meet. the school staff and community leaders and to pay tribute .to 
their colllll1tment to excellence. 
The agenda for the meeting is still being developed. Among items to go 
before the board, however, are proposed guidelines for development of local codes 
of student conduct and lists of essential skills to be used as a basis for instruction 
and testing in writing, spelling and library use. 
The board's agenda is also expected to include guidelines for evaluation 
of certified personnel, training programs for members of local school boards, a code of 
ethics for th'e state testing program and adoption of a proposed ColllllOnwealth Diploma 
Program for students who take co~lege-level courses in high school.· 
Board members will hold conmfttee meetings and a workshop in Murray on Nov. 
L 
27. Jeffrey said representatives of other Western Kentucky school systems and area 
elected officials had been invited to a reception that evening for McDonald, board rrembers 
and other state school officials. 
When our schools worlt Kentucky worts. MORE 
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Wells was notified. of· the national honor· for Murray High School last 
·sUTTlller "and recently attended a luncheon and receptiqn held at the White House for 
the pri nc1pa1 s of the 114 schoo 1 s. 
~ymbolizing ·Murray's achievement. 
He ,also received a flag from President Reagan 
~urray' .also was amon~ 44 elerrentary, junior hiQh, middle and .high 
.· 
schools that received Flags of Excellence from the Kehtu~ky Educational Foundation 
Inc. at ceremonies in Frankfort on Nov. 10. The selection was based on' achievement 
test scores_, high attendance 'and a low drcipout ra~e. 
The State Board of Education meets in alternate months ·and in the past 
has held most of its meetings in Frankfort. Previous meetings have been held in 
Louisville, Lexington, and Covington, however. 
McDonald said holding the meeting ip Murray would enable board mentiers 
to observe a school system other than those in their home districts. The board 
hopes to hold meetings in other:parts of the state in the spring and fall of 
. e'aCti ye!!r, she said. 
She expressed appreciation to Murray officials for their efforts in 
arranging to"hold the board ifieeting and other activities there. nThey've bent 






( from the Kentucky Department of Education 
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STATEWIDE AND PRESS ROW 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Nov. 15, 1984)--'l'he Kentucky Essential Skills Remediation 
Ta~k Force has taken initial steps toward implementing a statewide 
remedial program for younger children. 
Dr. James Fouche, associate superintendent for instruction with the Kentu~ky 
Department of Education, gave the charge to the 17-member group at a meeting 
in Frankfort on Wednesday (Nov. 14). The committee was named in response to 
(- Senate Bill 169 passed by the 1984 General Assembly. 
The law required the establishment of a-statewide remedial program 
for children in grades one and two and provided $16 million for the program 
during the- next two years. 
"Kentucky's legislature chose to focus the bulk of its remediation 
resources at the early eJementary level because that is the time at which 
remediation is most effective," said Joanne Brooks, director of the division 
of compensatory education. 
The remedial program will focus on three groups of children, she said. 
Children who score 10 percent below the cut-off scores on reading or math 
sections of the state achievement tests will be given remedial help by their 
teachers in ~e regular classroom. 
Those scoring between io· percent and 25 percent 
( below the cut-off scores in reading or math will be ~iven remedial help 
in their regular classroom by an instructional aide under the supervision of the 
:~~g-u_la.r classroom teacher. r.· 
When our sc~Ols work. Kentucky works. 
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Those scoring more than 25 percent below the cut-off scores in reading or in 
reading and inath will be eligible for special iiistruction in a self-contained 
classroom:. 
Although the general direction of the statewide pr09ram has ~een 
designed, there are many unanswered questions about how the plan will 
operate in local school distr~cts, Brooks said. 
The t'ask force, whose member~ represent the Department of Education, 
local school administrators, classroom teachers, parents and.Concerned 
citizen~was asked to review the staff proposal and to·make recommendations on 
problems associated with the' remedial program. 
"The new law 9ives us a goal," said Alice McDonald, s~pe:Cintendent 
of public instruction. "But it is up to committees like this one to lielp 
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Telephone (502) 564-4 770 
STATEWIDE AND PRESS ROW 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Nov. 15, 1984) -- A Haysville-woman who returned to 
teaching four years ago after interrupting her career to raise her tWo daughters 
has been named Kentucky Teacher of the Year. 
le 
The winning teacher, Julie Holcomb Koch, teaches the first grade at 
Straub Elementary School in Maysville, in the Mason County School District. Her 
selection as Kentucky's outstanding teacher means she will represent the state in 
competition for the 1985 National Teacher of the Year. 
The choice of Koch for Kentucky Teacher of the Year was announced by 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald. 
I "Julie Koch is a truly outstanding teacher, and I am proud to have her 
represent Kentucky in the national co~etition," McDonald said. "Through her 
corrmitment to excellence and her concern for every student in her charge, she 
inspires her co-workers and serves as a valuable role model for her students." 
Koch, 40. has taught at Straub for the past fou~ years. A 1966 
graduate of the University of Kentucky, she taught briefly at Woodleigh Elementary 
S~hool in Maysville but left teaching to become a full-ti111e homemaker and mother. 
She cofil)leted a master's degree in elementary education at Morehead State University 
in 1979 and began teaching at Straub in 1980. 
"I believe a teacher•s primary responsibility is to facilitate learn~ng,• 
Koch said in a statement describing her philosophy of teaching. "In so doing, 
a teacher has the unique opportunity to contribute to a child 1s love of learning, 
which can be a continuous source of growth and pleasure. 
HORE 
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"I b~lfeve basic skills are not only important but essentila to being 
informed and. responsible citizens. In addition to teaching basic skills, I believe 
a teacher should strive to help children develop a positive and accepting attitude 
toward themselves and others." 
Koch was born in Nashville, Tenn., and grew up in Scottsville in 
South-Central Kentucky. She is a graduate of Allen County High School and 
atten~ed Texas Woman's University in Denton, Texas, before transferring to UK 
in hersophomore year. 
Her husband, Gary Koch, is a civil engineer with Browning Manufacturing 
Division of Emerson Electric Co. in Maysville. They have two daughters, Dawn 
Leigh, 17, and Holly, 16, both at Mason County High School. 
The Haysville teacher has been active in the International Reading 
Association and its Kentucky and Limestone councils. A fonner president and 
(- vice president of the local chapter, she introduced "Hug-a-Book Week" in the 
Mason County Schools and later made a statewide presentation on the concept. 
The project, which was developed by the Pulaski Count;y Schools in 
1979, is designed to promote reading for enjoyment and to er.courage corrrnunication 
and cooperation between home, school and coll11lunity. 
Koch has been a PTA member and officer and served as teacher representative 
on the Straub PTA board. She is a member of Kentucky Education Association, Mason 
County Education Association, the American Association of University Women and 
the UK Alumni Association. She has also been active in Trinity United Methodist 
Church in Maysville. 
The Teacher of the Year program is co-sponsored by the Council of Chief 
State School Officers, Encyclopaedia Britannica and GOod Housekeeping magazine, 
The Kentucky program is coordinated by the state Department of Education, and the 
winning teacher was chosen by a team from the department. 
Last year's Kentucky Teacher of the Year, Sherleen Sisney of Louisville, was al! 
named 1984 National Teacher of the Year. 
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Telephone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Nov. 15, 1984) -- 11Have you ever seen a television 
conrnercial where a woman advertises a computer?" 
That was the question Kenneth Janoiak, a computer teacher at Country 
Day School in Louisville, put to participants in a conference in Louisville 
airred at improving opportunities for women and minorities in math and science. 
He supplied the answer: "They are all done by men ...• Everything 
about co~uters is designed to appeal to men. u 
Janoiak is among more than 200 educators taking part in the workshop 
(:- on "Equity and Excellence in Education With Emphasis in Mathematics and Science" 
at the Galt House. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald said the Department 
of Edt:cation was sponsoring the workshop to focus atter.tion on the problem of low 
achievement in math and science by female and minority students and to find ways 
to help those students improve their performance. 
Computer games in general have less appeal to giris than to boys because 
they are nabout noise, violence and blowing things up,n Janoiak told the group. 
nGirls do like Pac-Man because it is task-oriented and is something that can be 
completed. 
nGirls also tend to spend more time with friends than do boys. They see 
COl!lluters as machines that cannot provide them with the human feedback they prefer.n 
Computers, math and science are seen by many as male activities and 
careers. and this is one of the primary reasons that women and minority males 
have lower achievement in these fields, according to specialists in math and science. 
When our schools work. Kentucky works. MORE 
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"Young women entering the work force in the 1980s can expect to work 
an average of 25 years," said Dr. Don Ryoti 1 a mathematics professor at Eastern 
' 
Kentucky Unive_rsity in Richmond. 
"Girls need to know that knowledge of math is vital to getting into 
college and obtaining mobile positions with better salaries." 
He also suggested that math teachers screen textbooks and other materials 
for content that perpetuates the stereotype of women as less adept than men at math. 
110ur challenge is not just to educate our elite but to raise the ceiling 
and the floor of opportunity for all citizens," said Or. James Fouche, associate 
superintendent of instruction, who welcomed participants on behalf of the 
Department of Education. 
" ••• Our nation is in a mood of refonn, and equity and excellence are 
at the heart of this movement." 
Fouche said the workshop was planned in response to studies showing 
that females and minorities have significantly lower levels of achievement in 
math, science and computer science. 
## 
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Telephone (S02} 564-4770 
FRANKFORT. l\y. (Nov. 20. 1984} -- Ronda Tarmie 1 principal of Eidson Elementary 
School in Catlettsburg. is one of four Kentucky principals selected to help 
lead a unique training program coordinated by the Kentucky Department of Education's 
Office of Education for Exceptional Children. 
The. principals will participate in training sessions for the project. titled 
Principals, Resources. Infonnation and Direction for Excellence in Special Education. 
or PRIDE. Along with departmental personnel and consultants, they will help teach 
other principals about the needs of and resources: for handicapped children. 
"Principals will be learning new approaches in problem identification. 
analysis and solution," said Alice McDonald, superintendent of public instruction. 
"The methods they learn through the PRIDE training will develop their problem-
solving capabilities. Although their training will deal directly With the handicapped 
child, the techniques the. principals learn will be applicable to other areas of 
education as well." 
The four principals were chosen on the basis of their exemplary skills in the five 
training areas. said Betty Lindsey, director of Project PRIDE. 
"The four selected principals will be helping to teach 20 of their counterparts. 
Each of those principals in turn will be asked to pass the training on to five more, 11 
Lindsey said. 
"Next year 50 principals will be invited to the training sessions, and each will 
be asked to train five, and so on. The same process will follow in the third year until 
720 principals have received training. 
"After that, we hope interest will remain high and that all the trainees will 
continue to pass infon.1ation and ideas along to oth~r principals, to their teaching 
staffs and to others in their conmunities." ## 
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Telephone (502} 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Nov. 20, 1984} -- Steve Davidson. orincioal of Crittenden County 
Elementary school in f-1arion, is one of four Kentucky ·principals selected t:o hP1!1 
lead a unique training program coordinated by the Kentucky Department of Education's 
Office of Education for Exceptional ·Children. 
The: principals will participate in training sessions for the project, titled 
Principals, Resources, Information and Direction for Excellence in Special Education, 
or PRIDE. Along with departmental personnel and consultants, they will help teach 
other principals about the needs of and resources for handicapped children. 
aPrincipals will be learning new approaches fn problem identification, 
analysis and solution,a said Alice McDonald, superintendent of public instruction. 
~The methods they learn through the PRIDE training will devel~p their problem-
solving capabilities. Although their training will deal directly With the handicapped 
child, the techniques the principals learn will be applicable to other areas of 
education as well.u 
The four principals were chosen on the basis of their exem~lary skills fn the five 
training areas, said Betty Lind~ey, director of Project PRIDE. 
aThe four selected principals will be helping to teach 20 of their counterparts. 
Each of those principals in turn will be asked to pass the training on to five more," 
Lindsey said. 
aNext year 50 princ~pals will be invited to the training sessions, and each will 
be asked to train five, and so on. The same process will follow in the third year until 
(_ 120 principals have received training. 
uAfter that, we hope interest will remain high and that all the trainees will 
continue to pass infon.1ation and ideas along to other principals, to their teaching 
staffs and to others in their corrmunities. 11 I# 
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Telephone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Nov. 20, 1984) ·-- Joe McWilliams. principal of Oldham Countv Middle 
School in L~Grange. is one of four Kentucky Principals selected to helo 
lead.a unique training program coordinated by the Kentucky Department of Education's 
Office of Education for Exceptional Children. 
The. principals will partfCfpate in training sessions for the project, titled 
Principals, Resources, lnfonnatfon and Direction for Excellence in Spe'cfal Education, 
or PRIDE. Along with departmental personnel and consultants, they will help teach 
ether principals about the needs of and resources. for handicapped children. 
<:_- •principals will be learning new approaches in problem ident1f1cation, 
analysis !nd solution,• said Alice McDonald, superintendent of public instruction. 
•rhe methods they learn through the PRIDE training will devel~p their problem-
solving capabilities. Although their training will deal directly With the handicapped 
child, the techniques the principals learn wfll be applicable to other areas of 
education as well.• 
The four principals were chosen on the basis of their exemplary skills in the five 
training areas. said Betty Lindsey, director of Project PRIDE. 
•The four selected principals will be helping to teach 2D of their counterparts. 
Each of those principals 1n turn will be asked to pass the training on to five more, 11 
Lindsey said. 
•Next year 50 principals Will be invited to the training sessions~ and each will 
be asked to train five, and so on. The same process will follow in the third year until 
l 120 principals have received training. 
•After that, we hope interest will remain high and that all the trainees will 
continue to pass inforr.1ation ~nd ideas along to other principals, to their teaching 
staffs and to others in their co111Tiunfties. 11 I# 
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' SPECIAL TO MLlRRAY 'MEDIA 
Telephone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, l\Y. (Nov. 20, 1984) .••. 8111 Wel!s_L..Jl_r.fni;:jpa_L.Q~. Hu.rray H_igtl ·-· 
School in Murray, is one of four Kentucky principals Selected to help 
lead a unique training program coordinated by the Kentucky Department of Education's 
Office of Education for Exceptional Children. 
The principals will participate in training sessions for the project, titled 
Principals, Resources, Infonnatfon and Direction for·txcellence in Special Education, 
or PRIDE. Along with departmental personnel and consultants, they will help teach 
other principals about the needs of and resources for handicapped children. 
1 
(- •Principals will be leaming new approaches in problem identification, 
.analysis and solution," said Alice McDonald, superintendent of public instruction. 
•The methods they learn through the PRIDE training will develpp their problem-
solvfng capabilities. Although their training will deal directly With the handicapped 
child, the techniques the principals learn will be applicable to other areas of 
education as well.• 
The four principals were chosen on the basis of their exeniplary skills in the five 
training areas, said Betty Lindsey, director of Project PRIDE. 
•The four selected principals will be helping to teach 20 of their counterparts. 
Each of those principals in turn will be asked to pass the training on to five more," 
Lindsey said. 
' 11Next }'eal- -so·· pr1nt1p&;··1~-ift1~:'ffw::i..ted -to the training sessions 1 and each wil 1 
be asked to train five, and so on. The same process will follow in the third year until 
120 principals have received training. 
•After that, we hope interest will remain high and that all the trainees will 
continue to pass infon1ration and ideas along to other principals, to their teaching 
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Telephone (502) 564~4770 
FRANKFORT, t;y. (Nov. 21, 1984) Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Alice McDonald wi 11 present certificates of recognition to teachers at Murray 
High School and meet with co111Tiunity leaders in conjunction with a meeting of the 
State Board of Education at Murray next week. 
The board will meet at 9 a.m. Wednesday (Nov. 23) at Murray High School. 
The meeting will be preceded by corrrnittee meetings and a workshop On Tuesday 
(Nov. 27). 
McDonald is scheduled to discuss educational concerns with members 
of the Murray Chamber of Commerce board at 4:45 p.m. Monday (Nov. 26) at the 
Cor:merce Center. 
The state superintendent, members of the state board and staff members 
of the Kentucky Department of Education will be among the guests at a reception 
and dinner given by District 1 of the Kentucky Education Association at 6 p.m. 
Monday at Calloway County Middle School. A question-and~answer session will 
follow the dinner. 
McDonald will meet faculty members of flurray State University at a 
coffee hosted by Murray President Kala Stroup at 10:30 a.m. Tuesday and will have 
lunch with .area civic leaders at the university's Curris Center at. noon. 
The Murray Board of ·Education \\'ill hold a reception and dinner for 
McDonald, board members and state school officials at 5:30 p.rn. Tuesday at Murray 
( High School, and McDonald will present the certificates to teachers at that time. 
Guests will include representatives of other Western Kentucky school systems and 
area elected officials. MORE 
When our schools work, Kentucky works. 
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T_he evenin!1 1 s activities will include a tour of the school, which was 
(:· des~gnated by the U.S. Department of Education as one of the nation'~ 114 
outstand.ing high schools.:-· 
c 
The state board is meeting 1n Murray at the invitation of Robert G. 
Jeffrey, superintendent of the-Murray Independent School District. cind 8111 Wells, 
principal of Murray High School. The school was the only one in Kentucky chosen 
for the national Sec~ndary School Jtecogn,t1on Program for 1983-84. 
Murray High School was also among 44 elementary, junior- high. middl~ 
and high schools that received Flags of Excellence from the Kentucky Educati~nal 
Foundation Inc. at ·ceremonies in Frankfort on Nov. 10. The selection was based 
on achievement test stores 1 high attendance a!ld a· low dropo~t rate. 
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Alice McDonald, Superintendent of Public Instruction 
SPECIAL TO LOCAL MEDIA 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Nov. 20, 1984) -- --~=~---­
(name) 
D ~p 11-H· 
Source: Sheila Potter 




Telephone (502) 564·4770 
principa.1 of 
is one of 20 Kentucky principals participating in a 
(school) 
new training program coordinated by the Kentucky Department of Education's Office of 
Education for Exceptional Children. 
The project, titled Principals, Resources, Infonnation and Direction for Excellence 
in Special Education, or PRIDE, enables principals to study ways to put people and 
resources to work to improve services for handicapped students. 
PRIDE was recently awarded a $271.850 grant by the U.S. Department of Education. 
The project focuses on the needs of handicapped pupils. but all Kentucky ~tudents are 
expected to bene~it from the progra~. 
"Principals will be learning new approaches in problem identification. analysis 
and solution," s.aid Alice McDonald. superintendent of public instruction. 
"The methods they learn through the PRIDE training will develop their problem-
solving capabilities. Although their training will deal direct,ly with the handicapped 
chil~, the techniquE!s~the principals learn will be applicable in other areas of education 
as well." 
The three-year projec_t is designed to provide tra_ining to 720 of the state's 1,100 
school principals by the end of the 1986-87 school year. 
The areas of training offered by the program. include effective parent comnunicatfon, . 
the effective use of facilities and personnel to provide required· special-education services, 
a team approach to meeting th~ needs of the handicapped students. and the need for 
school and post-high school educational programs for the handicapped. 
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Participants in PRIDE program 
Nawanna Fairchlld, Principal 
Southern Elementary School 
Lexington 
(Lexington Herlad Leader) 
Von Powell. Principal 
Wilkerson Elementary School 
Louisville 
(Courier Journal/Times) 
lofs Hatfield, Principal 
Nancy 
(C0111T1onwealth Journal in Somerset) 
John Pitts. Principal 
Prestonburg 
(Floyd County Times in Prestonburg) 
James Boothe, Principal 
Viper Elementar.v School 
v.i per 
(Hazard Herald Voice in Hazard) 
Ralph O'Quinn, PrinciPal 
Garrett Elementary School 
Garrett 
(Floyd County Times in Prestonbur9) 
Clarence Ramsey, Principal 
Austin-Tracy School 
Lucas 
(Glasgow Daily Times)? 
Martha Gribbins, Principal 
Lebanon Elementary School 
Lebanon 
(Lebanon Enterprise) 
Roy Machen II, Principal 
Augusta Independent School 
Augusta 
•(Ledger Independent in Maysville) 
Roy Withrow, Principal 
Red Cross Elementary School 
Park City 
Bill Morgan, Assistant Pr'incipal 
Montgomery County High School 
Mt. Sterling 
(Mt. Sterling Advocate) 
Dr. Fred Simpson, ·Principal 
Western Hills High School 
Frankfort · 
Paul Dicken, Principal 
Campbellsville Middle School 
Campbellsville 
(Central Kentucky News Journal) 
Jilll!IY Harris, Principal 
Knight Middle School 
Louisville 
(Courier Journal/Times) 
Sheila Reeder, Principal 
McKell Elementary School 
South Shore 
(The Greenur r~ews) 
Alice Johnson, Principal 
Greenup Couny High School 
Greenup 
(The Greenup News) 
Pat Neilsen, Principal 
Jessamine County High School 
Nicholasvillv 
(Lexington Herald Leader) 
Dale ~illingham, Principal 
Marion County' Senior High School 
Lebanon 
(Lebanon Enterprise) 
(Glasgow Dai.ly Times & Barren county Progress) 
Robert Gearhart, Principal 
Newport Junior High School 
Newport 
(Kentucky Post in Covington) 
Winston Osborne, Principal 







Allee HcDoriald, Superintendent of Public Instruction 
PRESS ROW 
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FRANKFORT, Ky. (Nov. 27, 1984) -- Fourteen Kentucky high school students 
have been selected to receive achievement awards in writing from the National 
Council of Teachers of English. 
The students are Anjali Bhapkar from Tates Creek High School in 
Lexington; Steve Cerosovsky, Charles Jones and Richard Seiler from Ballard High 
School in Louisville; Richard Heim II and Michael Steiger from St. Xavier High 
School in Louisville; and Kelley Miller and Daniel Swift from Henry Clay 
High School in Lexington. 
Others are Shawna Perkins from Waggener High School in Louisville; 
Derek Slater from Highlands High School in Fort Thomas; Brett Todd from Pleasure 
Ridge Park High School in Louisville; Karen Woltennann from Notre Dame Academy 
in Covington; Robert Womack from J, Graham Browne School in Louisville; and 
Wflliam Hoover from J.M. Atherton High School in Louisville. 
The program recognizes the accomplishments of high school juniors as 
writers aild C:omnends them to colleges and universities, said Alice McDonald, 
superintendent of public instruction. 
This year more than 6,000 students from the 50 states and the District 
of Columbia participated in the program. Selection was based on competition in 
the areas of·prepared and impromptu writing. 
## 
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from the Kentucky Depaltment of Education 




Telephone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Nov. 29, 1984) -- Requirements for pupil-transportation 
vehicles de:igned for fewer than 10 passengers were adopted by the State Board 
of Education at a meeting in Murray on Nov. 28. 
These vehicles, which include vans and panel trucks, are not classified 
as buses and were not previously covered by state regulations governing the 
inspection and maintenance of school buses. 
Under the regulation approved by the board, all vehicles used to transport 
pupils must be approved by the Division of Pupil Transportation in the state 
Department of Education. After the vehicles are approved, they are to be entered 
on the local district's school bus inventory. 
The regulation requires the smaller vehicles used for transporting 
pupils to have seat belts for the number of passengers they are clesigned to carry. 
Local districts are also required to have liability insurance on them in at 
least the minimum amounts specified in the regulation. 
Except in the transportation of handicapped pupils or the emergency 
transportation of pupils, the use of the small vehicles is restricted to transporting 
pupils to and from areas' not accessible by regular school buses. The regulation 
says the vehicles are to be used only to transport pupils between inaccessible 
areas and the nearest roads accessible to regular buses. 
Under the new regulation, the vehicles must pass a safety inspection 
before being used to transport pupils and must be inspected monthly while being 
used for that purpose. They also cannot be used to transport more pupils than 
stipulated in the manufacturer's passenger-capacity statement. 










Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald told· board members 
that ~mall ·ve~icles of various types have been· used by some, local·districts, 
especially in mountainous terrain, to transport students and that ~tandards 
were needed to ensure their safety. 
"The safety of our students is extremely important to us,w she said. 
11
The requirements and safety procedures for these small vehicles must be 
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Telephone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Nov. 29, 1984) -- The State Board of Education has 
adopted lists of essential skills to be taught in Kentucky schools in the 
areas of writing, spelling and library use. 
The lists approved by the board at its meeting at Murray High School 
on Wednesday (Nov. 28) complete the identification of essential skills ordered 
by the 1984 General Assembly in Senate Bill 169. The board previously adopted 
essential skills lists in reading and mathematics. 
The board also adopted a code of ethics in testing to ensure the 
inte.grity of student achievement tests to be given at all levels from kindergarten 
through the 12th grade beginning next Spring. 
Superintendent of Public InStructiOn Alice McDonald said the code 
was designed to provide consistent guidelines for ~he administration and safeguarding 
of the tests and to allay doubts about the credibility of the statewide testing 
program. 
In addition to specifying the procedures to be followed, the code 
calls for certification from each school and each local school district that the 
tests have been kept secure and administered in accordance with the guidelines. 
Tests based on the Kentucky essential skills lists in reading and 
math will be given next spring. The tests to be given in the spT:ing of 1986 
will include all five skill areas. 
As with the reading and math lists,· the initial lists in the three 
remaining areas were drawn up by staff members from the Department of Ed"ucation's 
MORE 






Office of Research and Planning in cooperation with the Office of Instruction, 
McDonald sald. 
Skills in those areas -- writing, spe_11ing and library use, which 
includes research and reference skills -- were based on minimum skills lists 
approved by the state board in 1983, skills lists used by other states, current 
research, and recorrmelldations from consultants on subject matter. 
Concepts covered in the Comprehensive Test of Basic Skills, which has 
been administered annually to students in the third, fifth, seventh and 10th 
grades, were also taken into consideration. Drafts of the lists were reviewed by 
representatives of local school districts at a meeting in Frankfort on Sept. 26. 
Recorrmendations from that meeting and from drafts circulated in local 
districts were considered in a final review by experts in thi;!' three subject areas 
from local school districts·. Representatives from 31 districts reviewed and 
revised the lists in a two._day workshop, McDonald said. 
She·said the skills selected for each level represented those considered 
essential for mastery of the subject and for success at the next grade level. The 
skills lists are not intended to be a complete curriculum but rather "a basis 
and a foundation upon which to build a comprehensive curriculum,u she said. 
The board was invited to meet in Murray because of the selection of 
Mu_rray High School as one of 114 outstanding high schools fn the nation in 1983~84. 
The school was notified last surrmer of its inclusion in the national Secondary 
School Recognition Program. 
In other actions the state board approved guidelines for the development 
of codes of student conduct by local sch9ol districts and adopted guidelines for 
the evaluation of teachers and administrators. 
The discipline guidelines a·re to be distributed to local districts by 
l Jan. 1, under legislation approved by the 1984 General Assembly. The guidelines 
outline procedures and minimum content for codes to t·e developed by local districts 




The evaluation system is required under Senate Bill 364, the Effective 
!1 Instructional leadership Act. approved by the 1984 General Assembly. Local 
(· districts a~e ·to use the guidelines approved by the- board to develop and submit 
plans by June 11 1985, for evaluating all teachers and all administrators, 
including the superintendent, beginning next fall. 
( 
The original proposal called for evaluation of administrators every year 
and of teachers every two years. However, board members decided to let local 
boards decide whether to evaluate administrat6rs every year or every two years 
after the initial evaluations, which are to begin by Oct. I, 1985. 
Board members also favored having tenured teachers evaluated every three 
years rather than every .two years and said they would consider making that change 
after a public hearing on the regulation.to be schedul~~ ·:,11etime in January. The 
first evaluations of teacher~ are to begin by Nov. 1, 1985 
The board also approved a list of providers for the J2 hours of in~service 
instruction thC!t school administrators are required to receive every two years 
under the same legislatiofl. The providers include local School districts, state 
universities, private educational groups and business concerns. 
The Kentucky School Boards Association was approved as the provider 
for in-service training required for members of local school boards under aflother 
bill approved by the 1984 Gefleral Assembly,, House Bill 153. 
To provide the 15 hours of training each board member is required to 
complete annually, the KSBA will offer 10 regional workshOps in addition to special 
statewide workSMops and clinic sessions planned in conjunction with state conventions. 
In another action, the state board approved procedures for gathering 
information on missing schoolchildren. Under House Bill 486 approved by the 
1934 General Assembly, the Department of Education is responsible for developing 
and administering a program to 'identify and locate missing schoolchildren. 
Under the plan approved by the board, local school districts and private 
l schools will be given fonns to be filled out on missing children. Information on 
missing children will be compiled by the depar·tment's Division of Student Services, 
which is to send· annual lists and monthly updates to all schools in the state. 
#• 
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Telephone (5021 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Nov. 29, 1984) -- Kentucky's top high school students \·till 
soon have the option of obtaining a prestigious special diploma certifying 
their completion of a pre-college curriculum and at least four college-level 
courses. 
A regulation implementing the Corrrnonwealth Diploma was approved by 
the State Board of Education at a meeting ·;n Murray on Wednesday (Nov. 28). 
The first students eligible for the Commonwealth Diploma would be those 
graduating in /lay 1986. 
Students receiving the Corrrnonwealth Diploma will be able to enter 
college with advanced standing through the advanced placement program of the 
College Board. That program, recognized by colleges and universities throughout 
the United States, a1~ards credits, placement or both on the basis of scores 
made on advanced placement examinations. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDon,ald, who originally 
proposed the a1o1arding of a Cormnonwealth Diploma to outstanding graduates mer·ting 
specified requirements, said its purpose was to encourage high academic 
achievement in Kentucky's high schools. 
"The Corrmonwealth Diploma prograrri will also help in the development 
of a better working relationship between Kentucky high schoOls and the st9te's 
institutions of higher learning," she said. 
Requirements for the Corrrnonwealth Diploma were worked out by a task 
force made up of three 1'11;!mbers of the Council on Higher Education and three members 
of the State Board of Education. 





The Corrmonwealth Diploma program is still subject to approval by 
the Councir on Higher Education. However, the council's executive· director, 
Harry Snyder, said endorsement of the proposal was expected, Approval could 
come either at the council's March meeting or at an executive corrmittee ses-sfon 
before that time, he said. 
The corrrnonwealth Diploma will be awarded by the State 'Board of 
Education at regular graduation exercises. It Will represent successful 
completion of 22 cr7dits, including the pre-college curriculum established-by 
the Council o~ Higher Education and four advanced placement courses. 
The pre-college curriculum consists of four units of language 
arts, three units of mathematics, two units of science and two units of 
social studies. 
In addition to meeting those requirements, students must complete 
at least one ·advanced placement test in three of the four advanced placement 
areas. 
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from th_e Kentucky Department of Education 
Allee McDonald, Superintendent of Public lnstructton 
STATEWIDE 
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CONTACT: 
ri Barbara McDaniel 
Telephone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT. Ky. (Nov. 29. 1984) -- The State Board of Education has 
reaffinned its support of legislation establishing maximum class sizes in 
Kentucky schools and will begin levying penalties for non-compliance in the 
second half of this school year. 
"This was a major concern of the state legislature, and we need to 
follow the intent of the law as much as possible," Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Alice McDonald told board members at a meeting in Murray on 
Wednesday (Nov. 28). 
Violations could mean a loss of state funds for classes that exceed 
the limits and fOr which the state board has not aoproved exemptions. 
Board members approved a report from McDonald recorrnnending a penalty 
of one full minimum foundation unit -- the amount of state money provided for 
one classroom -- for each class determined to be in violation. Units lost in 
this way would also be deducted from totals used in calculating the amount of money 
districts would receive for supervisory costs. 
The board also instructed McDonald to notify the 180 local school 
districts that few exemptions from the size requirements would be granted in 
the 1985-86 school year. Exceptions would be cases involving a large influx 
of new students or the loss of school facilities through some disaster. 
The 1984 General Assembly approved a bill limiting class sizes to 
29 in kindergarten through the third grade and to 31 in grades four ~hrough six. 
The legislation. Senate Bill 26, prQvided that no more than 20 ~·ercent of the 
classes in any school could exceed th~liUJits and that exemptions would have to 
·wnen our scnoolS wo, n. nencue1cy works. MORE 
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be obtained for those classes. 
-Districts seeking exemptions are ·als_o required to ·submi~. ·a plan to 
the. state ~partment of Education for reducing class sizes before_ the next 
school year. 
Exemptions _were requested b:Y 95 districts for the fal 1 tenn, and 
a report from the department showed that 22 other districts had classes in 
excess of the maximum sizes but failed to seek exemptions. The department 
granted exemptions for 46~ classes. 
An additional 46 classes were not approved for exemptions, and 
the sizes of 22 of those classes have since been adjusted to meet the 
requireirents, the .. department said. 
The report approved by the state board requires local districts to 
verify at the s~ar_t of the second semester next month that the approved· listil)g 
of exempted classes is correct and that no other classes exceed the siie limits. 
## 
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Telephone (502} 564-4770 
FRANKFORT 1 Ky •. (Nov. 30, 1984) -- Students playing in selected 
statewide hi'gh school athletic events will be exempted from the requirement for 
a six-hour school day during 1984-85, the State Board of Education has ruled, 
In approving the exemption at a meeting in Murray on Wednesday (Nov. 
28), board members urged the Kentucky High School Athletic Association to try 
to reschedule those events this year if possible. 
They said they were granting the exemption on a one-time-only basis 
and asked the KHSAA to schedule future statewide tounnaents on non-school days. 
The state board will meet with the KHSAA Board of Control in January 
to discuss scheduling and other issues, including the length of athletic seasons, 
non-teaching coaches and eligibility for athletic competition. Tentative plans 
are for a dinner meeting on Jan. 2, before the state board's meeting on Jan. 3. 
The board, acted on a recommendation from Superintendent of Public 
Instruction Alice McDonald, who stressed that exemptions would be granted only 
for contestants and only for events where scheduling of facilities presented 
problems. 
She cited as examples the Sweet Sixteen basketball tournaments and 
the state golf finals. 
Under the ruling, the KHSAA is to certify the names of students who 
are to be exempted as contestants in each event. 
A similar exemption was granted to Kentucky Special Olympics Inc. for 
athletic events for handicapped students, with only those students actually taking 
part in competition to be excused from the six-hour school day. Both groups will 
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Telephone (502) 564-4770 
STATEWIDE 
EDITORS~ This story replaces a story on pupil-transportation vehicles 
dated Nov. 29. That story was in error and should n9t.be used. 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Dec. 3, 1984) -- The State Board of Education has 
deferred action on a proposed regulation establishing requirements for pupil-
transportation vehicles designed for fewer than 10 passengers. 
These vehicles, which include vans and panel trucks, are not classified 
as buses and are not· covered by state regulations governing the inspection 
and maintenance of school buses. 
Under the regulation being C•)nsidered by the board, all vehicles .. used 
to transport pupils would h~ve to be approved by the Division of Pupil 
Transportation in the state Departrr:ent of Educaticin. After vehicles were 
approved, they wo.uld have to be entered on the local district's school bus inventory. 
The regulation would also establish safety and insurance requirements 
for the smaller vehicles. Aside from the transportation of handicapped pupils 
( 
or the emergency transportation of pupils, their use would be limited to 
transporting pupils to and from areas not accessible by regular school buses. 
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FRANKFORT, Ky. (Dec. 6, 1984) -- The number of Kentucky high school 
students taking part in the advanced placement program of the College Board 
has doubled in the past 10 years but still lags well behind the national average, 
a report from the College Board shows. 
The report does not give totals but shows a per capita participation 
of 32 per 100,000 population in Kentucky, compared with 15 per 100,000 in 1974 
and 21 per 100,000 in 1979. The nafional figure was 104 in 1984, compared with 
38 in 1974 and 68 in 1979. 
Participation in the advanced placement program is expected to 
increase in the coming years, Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice tlcOonald 
said, because of its linkage with the new Commonwealth Diploma program approved 
by the State Board of Education on Nov. 28. 
High-achieving students of Kentucky high schools will be able to 
qualify for the special diploma by successful completion of 22 credits, including 
the pre-college curriculum established by the State Council on Higher Education 
and four advanced placement courses. 
Students must also complete at least one advanced placement test in 
three of the four advanced placement areas. Students graduating in May 1986 
will be the first to be eligible for the Cormnonwealth Diploma. 
The advanced placement program enables high school students to take 
college-level courses in 13 subjects .while they are still in high school and 
to receive college credit for those courses. 
## 
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FRANKFORT', Ky. (Dec. 6. 1984) -- Each year in Kentucky sOme children 
are constantly moving from one place to anothe~.· Some may be en·rolled in 
several school districts during the year. 
They are the sons and daughters of migratory Workers who must move tci 
find employment. Most of these workers are farm laborers. They differ from the 
popular imag~ of mfgrant workers, however, in that they move less frequently than 
those of other states and usually move across county rather than state lines. 
Because the needs of the children of migratory workers may not be 
met by the regular school system, a migrant education program ·is federally 
financed under the Elementary and Se~ondary Education Act, Chapter 1. 
Superin;endent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald noted that federal 
f1,mds were provided for disadvantaged ch"ildrefi under what was then Title I when 
the act was passed in 1965. The prQgram was extended the following year to 
handicapped, neglected and delfnquen.t, .and migratory children, she said. 
"The goal of the migrant education program is to make sure these 
children have the opportunity to complete their educations an~ prepare for 
meaningful careers," she said. "Only in this way can they escape from the 
migratory cycle. 11 
"Migrant education is an often overlooked .co1Tponent of the -Chapter 
1 program," said Joanne Brooks, director of the Division of Compensatory Education 
in the ~ntucky Department of Education. "Many educators are unaware of tile 
(. program if it does not touch their professional lives directly." 
MORE 
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An estimated 7.300 children are participating in the migrant education 
program in.53 local' school districts in Kentucky this year. AlthOugh the 
general .public may not be aware of the need for migrant education here, many 
' .. . . 
Of the children enrolled realize how much it bas helped them in their 
educational careers. 
"The migrant Program here has made a rea1 difference in my life," 
said Charlotte Williams, a senior at Montgomery County High School in· Mount 
" Sterling. 
"I am the first person in my family to graduate from high school and 
think about getting more education. Becoming a beautician and maybe one day 
owning a beauty shop is what I want to do." 
"Migrant education programs are contributing a great deal to breaking 
the life cycle of these students," said Harold Wilson, director of federal 
programs for the Montgonery County Schools. "They are designed .to_ provide 
these kids with continuity in the education process.'! 
The frequent moves of migrant families have brought about the merger 
of education skills and the computer. The Migrant Student Record Transfer System 
is a nationwide computerized co1J1Tiunications network designed to .keep track of 
students who move from school to school. 
Based in Little Rock, Ark., the system maintains and transfers 
educational and health information-on the more than 750,000 identified migrant 
children in 49 states in the United States, Washin~ton, 0.C •• and Puerto Rico. 
When a child moves, the records ·are forwarded by the previous school 
to the record system and then on to the enrolling school. 
The new school can then concentrate on meeting the child's needs rather 
than spending time identifying those needs. A standaid list of skills, with 
notations on those the student has mastered, is sent along with health infonnation 






lnnovations in migrant education are growing. The University of 
Tennessee i~ recruiting students f?r projects HEP and CAMP, federally financed 
programs ihat provide scholarships for migrant _students to complete high school 
and the first year of college at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville. 
The program, which draws students from a seven-state area of the 
South, promises further economic and academic opportunities for migrant 
students, including Kentucky migrant chi.ldren. 
Diane Bridley, a staff member with the Boyle County Schools, has 
developed a vocational planning education component to meet the. needs of that 
distri~t's migrant students. Included are sections on consumer information, 
self-concepts and vocational interests. 
As coordinator Bonnie Mix put it, nwe want to encourage education 
after the 16th birthday by exposing students to the challenge of a successful· 
career. n 
The program, which was presented at the Eastern Stream Migrant . . . 
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Telephone (502} 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Dec. 5, 1984)· -- Guiding principles proposed for a 
career-ladder system for Kentucky schools are being sent to all Kentucky 
schoolteachers, administrators and education groups for their review and 
reco~ndations. 
The 14-point statement was adopted by the Career Ladder Development 
Corrmittee, an advisory group named by Gov. Martha Layne Collins, at a meeting 
in Louisville on Nov. 29 and 30. 
SUperintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald said teachers 
would be asked to say whether they agree or disagree with the principles proposed 
for the development of the career ladder and to suggest alternatives and 
modifications. 
"A properly ~esigned career-ladder plan can play an important role 
in improving the quality of classroom instruction." she said. "We want to make 
sure that all teachers are given the opportunity to have their views heard as 
the plan is being developed." 
There. was ove"'°'helming support among cormiittee members for a key 
principle that gives the purpose of ~he plan as "improving the quality of 
classroom instruction, increasing the attractiveness of teaching and encouraging 
the recognition and retention·. of high-quality teachers." 
Comnittee memberS were in strong agreement that the career-ladder plan 
should not· be an· ~lternative to an adequate base salary for all teachers. 
They also agreed to be guided by the statutory provision that "any 
MORE 




currently employed teachers may apply for admission to the profe_ssional ladder 
program at any time in the future or choose to remain on the current rankin~ 
system." 
Several of the principles adopted by the co!!lllittee define the 
specific requirements bf a career~ladder plan. Among them i~ one saying that 
the career ladder .should contain salary levels ·that differentiate enough to 
make attainin9 the various levels financial·ly attractive to teachel'.'s. 
The col!'ITli.ttee also said the plan should be based oii continuous, 
comPrehensive_ evaluation ?f te~cher performance, both in the classro9rn and on 
other indicators associated wi~h effective classroom practices. 
It stressed that the career-ladder plan should provide appropriate 
training of those who evaluate teachers and tha_t the ladder should be open for 
teachers to pr99ress without arbitrary caps or quotas. 
The career ladder, as envisioned by the coimiittee
1 
shoUld contain 
C:~ an appeal process providing for prompt and impartial review1and the plan should 





In addition, the plan shc;iuld provide "transferability" of career 
status among Kentucky districts and enable a teacher to move to a lower level 
' 
either by choice or on tlie basis of an unacceptable perforinance review, the 
conmittee said. 
The corrmittee was named as a result of legislation approved by the 
1984 General Assembly and is headed by Wade Mountz, a louisvill~ hospital 
administrator. Its plan_ for a career ladder is to be submitted to· Collins and 
.the Interim Joint Corrmittee on Education by July I. 
Or. Donald Hunter, the conmittee's Staff direc~or 1 said the corrmittee 
hoped to review reac;tions to the principles from educators in February and would 
then begin drafting its plan. 
--~ 
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( from the Kentucky Department of Education 
Allee HcDonald, Superintendent of Public Instruction 
CONTACT: 
Barbara McDaniel 
Telephone (502) 564-4 770 SPECIAL TO LIBERTY i.ND SOMERSET MEDIA 
FRANKFORT, KY. (Dec •. 6, 1984) Students and teachers at the ~asey 
County Area Vocational Education Center in Liberty are taking a high-tech approach 
to solving a high-tech problem. 
The problem is that many high-technology industries are advancing so 
rapidly that textbooks can•t keep pace, school Principal Phillip Dillon said. 
"It seems that written material dealing with certain high-tech areas 
is outdated in a space of six months oi- so," he said, 
"This is a real problem for students and potential employers, both of whom 
want and expect state-of-the:.art training and experience." 
A solution to the problem of keeping abreast, Dillon decided, could come 
from high technology itself, After considerable study, he recorrvnended installation 
of a satellite receiving system at the school to provide access to 15 satellites 
and glean infonnation from more than 150 channels. 
His proposal was accepted as a research and development program by the 
Division of Support Services of the Office of Vocational EduCation, and the project 
got under way at the beginning of the 1984-85 school year. 
"This is an ex~mple of the types of projects the Department of Education 
seeks to encourage in the vocational area," Superintendent of Pub 1 i c Instruction 
Alice McDonald said, "It 1 s extremely important to have our students prepared to 
meet the demands of a changing job market." 
Students at the Casey County center, working under the supervision of 
(_ welding instructor Greg Lawhorn, designed, built and installed a metal mast to 
support a huge satellite dish on top of the school. 
When our schools ~fk, Kentucky works. 
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Floyd 1 s TV and Satellite Co. of Liberty provided the equipment and, 
aided by a group .of volunteers from the student body, installed the satellite dish. 
The supplementary equipment at the center includes a TV monitor, a VHS videotape 
recorder and a color video carrera. 
All the new equipment will have classroom applications, Dillon said. 
'*Besides accessing 20 or more educational channels, we can tape and 
develop a videotape library, st~ge mock job interviews, analyze student job or 
task performance, assess competencies, and record youth and club activities,'* he 
·said. 
The entire. project cost about $5,400, which is very close to the wholesale 
price, said Ron Davis of Floyd's TV. Davis, a strong supporter of voca'tional education 
in Kentucky, is a member of the Regional VocatiOnal Advisory Corrmittee, for Region 
14 and the local industrial education craft conmittee. 
Wilburn Pratt, who heads the Department of .Education•s Office of 
Vocational Education, said the.project ·could ~erve as a model for si.milar systems 
elsewhere in the state if it proved successful. 
"l~e will be watchinQ1this proje~t very closely, to detennine its benefits 
and its potential and to work out any p_roblems associated with it.'' he said. "The 
ultimate aim_ of our research and development projects in vocational ed~ucation is 
to ensure the effectiveness and the relevance of the state's vocation.:i.1 programs." 
## 
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Telephone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT. Ky. {Dec. 6 1 1984) -- James Ratcliffe, chairman of the State 
Board of Education, has called a special meeting of the board at 1 p.m. Dec. 14 
to take action on an investigation of the Clinton County school s_ysten and Clinton 
Superintendent Robert Polston. 
The meeting will be in the state board room of the Capital Plaza Tower 
in Frankfort. 
Ratcliffe noted that in its regular session today (Dec. 6) the Clinton 
(.- County Board of Education acknowledged receipt of a letter of retirement from 
Polston but deferred action on his letter until the newly elected Clinton County 
board members take office in early January. 
l. 
Ratcliffe said the state board's primary concern in not taking action at 
its meeting on Nov. 28 was that the local board first acknowledge receipt of the 
notice to retire. 
He noted that Kentucky law, in KRS 161.780, allows a superintendent to 
terminate his contract unilaterally, effective on June 30, merely by giving at 
least two weeks' written notice to the ~mploYing board. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Aldce McDonald said she was 
pleased th~t Ratcliffe had called a special meeting. to resolve the issues identified 
in the investigation. 
"My primary concern is to get thes·e problems behind us and to move 
fornard with our primary task, which is to improve education in Clinton County," 
she said. 







from the IJentucky Department of Education 
Aiiee McDonald. Superintendent of Public Instruction 
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FRANKFO,RT, KY. (Dec •. 7, 1984)--The Office of Vocational 
0
Education has 
s.elected a statewide entrepreneurship task force that ·will have its initial meeting 
at 9 a.rn. Tuesday (Dec. 11) at the Capital Plaza Hotel in Frankfort. 
The task force, Wlich is part of a 23-state nationwide consortium, 
operates under the direction of the Natio·nal Center for Research in Vocational 
Education at Ohio State University. 
Members of the Kentucky task force represent several state agencies, 
(:· including the .governor~soffice, Conrnerce Cabinet,· Human Resources 
Cabinet, Labor Cabinet and the state tepartment of &lucation. 
~t the initial meeting the members are expected to discuss 
and develop a pfan for interagency cooperation to promote 
and deliver -entrepreneurship education. 
In additio~. members will present reports on· small-~usiness projects 
and activities with .. ·which they have b~en working and on other small-business 
infonnation that could affect entrepreneurial development. 
Sharon Tiller, dir.ector·of the KentuSkY Entrepreneurship Proje_ct, 
sees the work of the task force as "an# ongoing, long-term effort." She said the 
task force would meet frequently in the months ahead. 
Tiller predicted tha~ vocational education's role in economi'c development would· 
increase because high-quality skill training and small busines~ education are 
essential in creating new jobs and encouraging ·small-business development. 
-more-
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Wilburn Pratt, wh~· heads the Department of Education's Office of 
Vocational Education, said the emphasis on small-business development was 
especially important to Kentucky. Of the 59,300 businesses in 
Kentucky, 57,800, or 97 percent, are considered small b~sinesses, he said. 
Altogether they employ about 499,000 people, or SO percenf of the state 1 s 
private work for~e. 
u_It is important that Kentucky's vocational education program respond to 
the needs of the small businesses in Kentui:ky," said Alice McDonald, ~uperfntendent 
of public instruction. 
"Kentucky is primarily a state of many ·small corrmercial ventures. In order 
for the state to prosper and for these businesses to be profitable, the students 
in Kentucky 1 s schools must be prepared' to take their places in these small 
businesses. 
"Modern technology must become part of Kentucky's small-business 
development. If it·does not, Kentucky will .be_trapped in 19th-century 
methods and will be unable to compete with the rest of the nation." 
,. : 
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from the Kentucky Department of Education 
Allee /'1cDonald, Superintendent of Public lnstrudlon 
SPECIAL TO NASEDJD NEWSLINER 
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Telephone (502) 564-4770 
Kentucky's top high school graduates will be able to qualify for a 
special Corrrnonwealth Diploma certifying their completion of a pre-college curriculum 
and at least four college-level courses, beginning in May 1986. A regulation 
implementing the CoITT"llonwealth Diploma program was.approved by the State Board of 
Education at its November meeting. Students receiving the prestigious special 
diploma will be able to enter college with advanced standing through the advanced 
placement program of the College Board. Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice 
McDonald. who originally proposed the awarding of a Commonwealth Diploma to 
outstanding graduates meeting specified requirements. said its purpose was to 
recognize and encourage high academic achievement in Kentucky high schools. 
Frankfort. Ky. 
Dec. 10, 1984 
## 
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FRANKFORT, KY. (Dec. IS, 19&4)-- JoEllen Reed , a teacher a t the Hannah 
~cClure Elementary School in Winchester , has taken a position as educa tion 
propram coordinator with the Kentucky Department of Edu<:ation. 
A native of Clark County , Reed is the daughter of Joe and Betty Reed of 
Winchester . She is a 1971 graduate of George Rogers Clark Hirh School in 
Winchester and received her bachelor's and master ' s deere~from Eastern 
Kentucky Universi t y. 
She has been P-ranted a leave of absence f r om the Clark County school 
svstem, where she has taught for nearly a decade, to work with the 
department's new essential skills remediation unit, a par~ of the Division 
of Compensatory Education. 
Reed, who will be workinF with the statewide remedial pro~ram for students 
in the first and second grades, has a life certificate to teach grades one 
through eifht and a life endorsement for kindergarten. She has t aur,ht the 
second grade for 9~ years and served on t he state's kindergarten t ask 
force. 
Superintendent of rublic Instruction Alice ~cDonald said Reed ' s 
knowledge of earl y childhood education "will be invaluable to the sta t e Department 
of Education as it implements the ne"' remec!iation program. " 
( The 1984 General Assembly provided Sl6 million for remec!ia l inst r uction 
for children who fail to master the essen tial skills in kinder garten and first grade. 
When our schools wor!l°Kentucky works. 
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Telephone (502} 564-4770 
-FRANKFORT, Ky. (Dec. 17, 1984) -- Murray Elem:!ntary School has been 
added to the list of 1984 recipients of Flag~ of Excellence presented by the 
Kentucky Educational Foundation Inc., bringing the total number of schools honored 
by the foundation to 45. 
The specially designed flags were presented at a ceremony and reception 
in the Capitol rotunda on Nov. 10. The winning schools were chosen on the basis of 
achievement test scores, high attendance and low dropout rates. 
Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald said a review of 
c· attendance data showed that Murray Elementary School met the standards set for the 
awarding of the Flags of Excellence. 
c 
"The achievements symbolized by the Flag of Excellence reflect a 
co111llitment to excellence on the part of the administration, the faculty and the 
student body," she said. "I congratulate Murray Elementary School and the 
corrmunity on its accomplishments." 
UI 
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from the Kentucky Depanment of Education 
Allee McDonald, Superintendent o/ .PUbllc Instruction 
STATEWIDE AND PRESS ROW 
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Telephone (502) 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Dec. 21, 1984) -- Imagine an elementary classroom alive 
with excitement. The children and alert and eager to learn, ard the teacher is 
enthusiastic and animated. That's every teacher's dream, and it can happen when 
teachers use methods that work. 
The methods do exist -- developed across the country by school distrf cts 
seeking to improve their instructional programs 
them to the areas where they are needed. 
and special tr-ainers can take 
What is missing is awareness: Schools looking for ways to improve their 
instructio~ in some specific area need to know how other districts have tackled 
similar problems. 
To meet this need, the Kentucky Department of Education holds an annual 
11awareness conference" to introduce projects approved by the National Diffusion 
Network to teachers and curriculum supervisors from throughout the. state. 
"The National Diffusion Network provides a means for the sharing of 
successful programs and practices across state lines,'' Superintendent of Pub 1 ic 
Instruction Alice McDonald said. 
"The awareness conference enables staff members from local school districts 
to find out about these programs, to meet some of the people who helped to develop 
them, and to see how they are put into effect at the school or district level." 
The conference for this school year will be held Feb. 19 and 20 at the 
Capital Plaza Hotel in Frankfort and will feature 16 or more outstanding educational 
projects from school districts across the country. The conference is being crganized 
by John Padsett, state facilitator for the National Diffusion Network. 
When our schools work,, Kentucky works. MORE 





The network was established in 1974 hy the U.S. Department of Education 
to help schools _improve their educational programs through the adoption of previously 
developed projects -- often projects undertaken with federal funds. Its approved 
projects are described in an an·nual catalog, "Educational Programs That Work.'' 
"When a district is looking for an answer to a problem, there's no need 
to reinvent the wheel," Padgett said. "If someone has already developed a program 
with materials and curriculum guides, it's much less expensive and less time-consuming 
to ad9pt that program than to start from zero. 11 
The network offers programs designed for early childhood through adult 
education. Examples of popular prograins are 11Alphaphonfcs" for beginning readers, 
a fitness program called "Every Child a Winner" for elelll:!ntary school students and 
a "Computeronics" course in computer use for gifted children in_ ~rades six and seve·n. 
One of the· available projects is the Jefferson County Adult Reading 
Program. Sharon Carling, who was project director for that program, is now director 
C-· of adult education for the Kentucky Department of Education. 
Not all projects that are proposed become part of the National Diffusion 
Network. The projects are submitted to the U.S. Departirent of Education's Voint 
Dissemination Review Panel, which studies the data provided for each program to 
detennine its effectiveness. 
After a project has been accepted by the network, or validated, the network 
promotes its use by other districts in awareness conferences held throughout the 
country. Each state has a facilitator who works either through the state education 
departirent or another agency. 
About 300 "exemplary projects" have been identified by the review panel 
and listed in the network's catalog. The U.S. Department of Education provides 







During the past six years about 40 percent of Kentucky's local school 
districts have adopted one or more projects from the National Diffusion Network, 
Padgett said. 
For more infonnation on network projects or the ewareness conference, 
write or call Padgett at the Kentucky Oepartn'Ent of Education, Office of Research 
and Planning, 19th Floor, Capital Plaza Tower, Frankfort, ~. 40601, telephone 
(502) 564-2000 • 
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( from th.e Kentucky Department of Education 
Allee HcDonald, Superintendent of Public Jnstroctlon 
STATElllDE Arm PRESS ROW 
Source: Ruby Sexton 
Office of Research 
and Planning 
Barbara McDaniel 
Telephone (502) 564-4770 
FRJ\l/KFORT, Ky. (Oec. 27, 1984) ~uidelfnes for a statewide kindergarten 
program to begin in the 1985-86 school year are being ·developed by an advisory 
ccxmiittee named by Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice McDonald. 
The Kindergarten Advfsory Corrrn1 ttee wi 11 start fonnulati ng guidelines in 
such areas as kindergarten philosophy, competencies, teachers and aides, the learning 
environment, parental involvement and exceptional children at a two-day meeting in · 
Frankfort next week. 
The co11111ittee, which was named as the result of legislation approved by the 
~ · 1984 General Assembly, will meet at 9 a.m. Jan. 4 and at 8:30 a.m. Jan. 5. Both 
sessions will be in the state board room of the Kentucky Department of Education in 
the Capital Plaza Tower in Frankfort. 
The legislation, Senate Bill 26,. calls for the Department of Education to 
implement a statewide kindergarten program beinning in 1985-86 and makes successful 
completion of kindergarten a prerequisite to enrollment in t_he first grade 
beginning in the 1986-87 school year. 
"This coll'lllittee will play an important role in expanding the guidelines 
for kindergarten and making sure that the children of Kentucky derive the maximum 
benefit from the kindergarten e~perience," McDonald said. 
The advisory caJIT1ittee is headed by Or. Ann Bardwell of Lexington, vice 
chairwoman of the State Board of Education and director of child development for 
Corrrnunity Action Lexjngton-Fayette County Inc. Members include teachers, administrators, 
educational consultants and parent representatives. 
:~.ORE 
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Kind~rgarten teachers on the corrmittee are Marilyn Coffey, Liberty; JoAnn 
Pelphrey, Ashland; Charlotte Schneider, Fort Thomas; and Garry Smith, Scottsville. 
Another ment>er., Jo Ellen Reed of Winchester, teaches first grade. 
Also on the corrmittee are Bob Eaker, principal of Holiday Elementary 
School, Hopkinsville; and Catye Jenkins, principal of Booker T. Washington Elementary 
School in Lexington. 
Other meni:iers are Billie Jean Cawood, an instructional super¥1sor in the 
Harlan County Schools; Betsy Fulkerson of Louisville, representing private schoolsi 
Karen HalllTOns of Moreh~ad State University. representing teacher educators; and 
Charles Crt>W'ell of Bowling Green. representing Head Start programs. 
Departnl!nt of Education consultants to the conrnittee are Jeanne Heberle 
and Cathy Crum of the Division of Program Development. 
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Telephone (502J 564-4770 
FRANKFORT, Ky. (Dec. 27, 1984)-- The Kentucky State Board of Education 
will meet in Frankfort Jan. 2 and 3 for its regular monthly meeting and a 
joint meeting with the board of control of the Kentucky High School Athletic 
Association. 
The joint meeting will take place at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 2. at 
the Capital Plaza Hotel. 
On Thursday, Jan. 31 the State Board of Education will meet at 11 a.m. 
in executive session for discussion of personnel matters and litigation. The 
board's regular business session will begin at 1 p.m. Both sessions will be 
held in the state board roan on the first floor of the Capital Plaza Tower. 
A brief agenda for the regular business session is attached. 
-30-
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• llHTUCKY -STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
January 2-J, 1985 
JOINT MEETING VITH BOARD OF GOVERNORS, 
KENTUCKY HIGH SCHOOL ATHLETIC.ASSOCIATION 
January 2, 1985, 7:30 p.m., Eastern Standard Time 
Capital Plaza Hotel, Frankfort 
* • * * * * * * * * 








January 3, 1985, 11:00 a.m., Eastern Standard Time 
State Board Room, First Floor, Capital Plaza Tower, Frankfort 
REGULAR BUSJNESS SESSION 
January J, 1985, 1:00 p.m., Eastern Standard Time 
State Boa.rd Room, First Floor, Capital Plaza Tower, Frank(ort 
CALL TO ORDER Hr. Ratcliffe 
INVDCATJON M•· Thompson 
ROLL CALL Hr. True 
EXECUTIVE SES~ION FOR DISCUSSION OF 
PERSONNEL HATTERS AHD LITIGATION 
RECOGNITION OF GUESTS H•. Ratcliffe 
ACTION ON MINUTES "'· Ratcliffe •• July 9-10, 1984, Regular Meeting 
SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT Superintendent McDonald 
A. Recognitions 
B. Kentucky Education Foundation 
Hr. Ted Smith, Chairman 
c. Pike County - Lake Joan Transfer Hearing 
D. Gifted and Talented Program 
E. State Board Travel Expenses 





VIII. CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 
A. NASBE Concerns 
B. Coals and PriOrities 
C. KSBA Dues 
IX. NEW BUSINESS 
A. Program Cormiittee Report 
1. State Advisory Council on Vocational 
Edu~ation Annual Evaluation Report 
2. Non-Teaching Coaches 
3. Revised Program Approval Process -





'· Training Program for Instructional Leaders 
5. Accreditation through 1989 
6, Maximum Class Size Exemptions 
7. Kindergarten Program Status Report 
8. Adult and Community Education 
Status Report 
9. Experimental Programs 
B. Finance COmnittee Report 
1. Deficit District 
2. Vocational Transportation 
3. General Budgets 
4. Working Budgets 
5. Sale of School Building Revenue Bonds 
C. Regulation Comnitt_ee Report 
Mr. Pogue 
Kr. Kelley 
l. 704 KAR 3:355 0 £.ssential Skills Remediation 
2. 704 KAR 20:310, Written Examination and lnter~ship 
Prerequisites for Vocational 
Te~chers 
3. 704 KAR 15:090, Mathematics and Science Incentive 
Loan Program 
'· 702 KAR 4:050, Building Sites; Inspection; Approval 
" 702 KAR 7:030, Census 
. . · .. 
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Allee /1cDonald, Superintendent of l'ubllc lnstrudlon 
SPECIAL TO STATE BOARD CONNECTION (NASBEJ 
L'fi..P 1/ .. -11. 
Source: Ruby Sexton 
Office of Research and Planning 
CONTACT, 
Barbara McDaniel 
Telephone (502) 564-4770 
. FRAnKFORT. Ky. (Dec. 27 1 1934) -- Actions taken by the Kentucky State 
Board of Education at its November meeting include: 
•Approval of essential skills lists in writing, spelling and library 
use. Along with lists adopted previously in reading and math, the lists will be 
in use in all classrooms in the state's elementary and secondary schools during 
the spring tenn. Teachers are expected to use the lists in conjunction with regular 
classroom instruction to ensure that students master the skills considered essential 
for progress to the next grade level, Superintendent of Public Instruction Alice 
(· McDonald said. 
( 
• Adoption of a code of ethics in testing to ensure the integrity of the 
student achievement tests to be given at all levels. from kindergarten through grade 
12, beginning this spring. The testing program will measure students' mastery of 
the essential skills, with tests in reading and math to be given this spring and 
those in the other three areas to be added in the spring of 1_986. 
•Approval of a special Cormonwealth Diploma for high school students who 
complete a pre-college curriculum and at least four college-level courses. Students 
_receiving the prestigious diploma will be able to enter college with advanced 
standing through the advanced placement program of the College Board. The first 
student~ eligible for the Corrmonwealth Diploma will be those graduating in May 1986. 
*Approval of guidelines for codes of student conduct to be developed 
by local districts in accordance with legislation approved by the 1984 General 
Assembly. Local codes are to be submitted to the state board for review and imple~nted 
by September 1985. #// 
When our schools work. Kentucky works. 
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Courier-Journal (Louisville, Ky.) , .September to December, 
1984. 
Daily Independent (Ashland, Ky,), September to December, 
1984. 
Daily News (Bowling Green, Ky.), September to December, 
1984. 
Kentucky Post (Covington, Ky.), September to December, 
1984. 
Lexington (Ky.) Herald-Leader, September to December, 
1984. 
Murray (Ky.) Ledger and Times, September to December, 
1984. 
Times-Tribune (Corbin Ky.), September to December, 1984. 
Non~Dailies 
Weeklies 
Bath County News-Outlook (Owingsville, Ky.), September to 
December, 1984. 
The Berea (Ky.) Citizen, September to December, 1984. 
Bracken County News (Brooksville, Ky.), September to 
December, 1984. 
Carlisle County News (Bardwell, Ky.), September to 
December, 1984. 
Cynthiana (Ky' }~·Democrat, September to December, 1984. 





Hart County News (Munfordville, Ky.), September to 
_,: .. __ December, 1984. 
Hickman (Ky.) Courier, September to December, 1984. 
Jackson County Sun (McKee, Ky.), September to December, 
1984. 
Journal-Enquirer (Grayson, Ky.), September to December, 
1984. 
Kenton County Recorder (Edgewood, Ky.), September to 
December, 1984. 
The Leader (Beaver Dam, Ky.), September to December, 
1984. 
Leader-News (Greenville, Ky.), September to December, 
1984. 
Leslie County News (Hyden, Ky.), September to December, 
1984. 
Licking Valley Courier (West Liberty, Ky.), September to 
December, 1984. 
Lincoln County Post/Interior-Journal (Stanford, Ky.), 
September to December, 1984. 
Martin Countian (Inez, Ky.), September to December, 1984. 
Mt. Sterling ,(Ky:;)~ Advocate, September to December, 1984. 
News-Herald (Owenton, Ky.), September to December, 1984. 
Olive Hill '(_Ky_.)_ Times, September to December, 1984. 
Paintsville (Ky.) Herald, September to December, 1984. 
Record-Herald (Greensburg, Ky.), September to December, 
1984. 
Russell County News (Jamestown, Ky.), September to 
December, 1984 . 
The Star (Mt. Washington, Ky.), September to December, 
1984. 
Tri-City News (Cumberland, Ky.), Septembertto December, 
1984. 
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Tri-City Times (Hardinsburg, Ky.), September to December, 
1984. 
Troublesome Creek Times (Hindman, Ky.), September to 
December, 1984. 
The Union County· Advocate (Morganfield, Ky.), September 
to December, 1984. 
The Voice (St. Matthews, Ky.), September to December, 
1984. 
Wolfe County News (Campton, Ky.), September to December, 
1984. 
Woodford Sun (Versaille, Ky.), September to December, 
1984. 
Other Non-Dailies 
Appalachian News-Express (Pikeville, Ky.), September to 
December, 1984. 
Kentucky Standard (Bardstown, Ky.), September to December, 
1984. 
Robertson County Review (Mt. Olivet, Ky.), September to 
December, 1984. 
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